The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Summer 2022

4th of July fireworks on Hamlin Lake
Fourth of July fireworks on upper Hamlin Lake have long been a family tradition for decades. They are part of
the Hamlin Lake culture that we all love and frankly have come to expect. Whether viewing from home, boat,
Victory Park, Wilson Hill Park, or wherever you can find a spot, there is just something special about fireworks
over the water and especially over our beautiful lake. This year’s fireworks were no exception. A big Thank
You goes out to all those who participated in putting on such a wonderful show this year. Your TAX DEDUCTIBLE donations were extremely appreciated and put to good use.
In past years, fireworks have been funded by Hamlin Lake Preservation Society (HLPS) members through
direct donations made when renewing membership. Donations received in the current year are used to fund
the show for the following year.
Given inflation, supply chain issues and manpower issues, the last couple of years have been difficult.
The cost of acquiring fireworks, hiring certified, qualified professionals, providing for safety personnel, and
facilities maintenance is quickly outpacing current donations. At this rate we will experience a funding shortfall for 2023 and will not be able to put on the show you have come to expect and deserve.
In order to secure the 4th of July fireworks show and preserve this long-standing tradition it is imperative that
we raise $25,000 by January 2023. If we do not receive the donations needed, we will have to cancel the
fireworks for the 2023 season and foreseeable future. Please don’t let this happen!
Your Tax Deductible donations can easily be made in several different ways!
By going to https://app.autobooks.co/pay/hamlin-lake-preservation-society-1 Be sure to indicate the donation
is for the fireworks fund, this is a safe and secure option!
Mail a check to Hamlin Lake Preservation Society P.O. Box 178, Ludington, Michigan. 49431. The Specific
donation is for the fireworks fund.
Include a donation for the fireworks fund when joining or renewing membership in the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. The Membership join/renewal form is located on our website in the member area at
www.hamlinlake.us.
By donating to the Community Foundation of Mason County (mason-foundation.org). Be sure to indicate that
the donation is for the HLPS fireworks fund.
There will soon be a go fund me option as well
Please follow our Facebook page @hamlinlakeforthofjulyfireworks to learn more about what goes into putting on this spectacular show and to keep up to date on upcoming gala events.
Please be generous and Thank you for your support!
Ken Musso
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Hamlin Lake Currents
is published three times-a-year
by the
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society
P.O. Box 178
Ludington, MI 49431
Our educational objective is to
present articles on current concerns,
history, and activities pertaining to
Hamlin Lake.

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS
NEWSLETTER ARE WELCOME!
Please address letters to:
Wayne Disegna
6647 W. Jackson Road
Ludington MI 49431
Phone: 231.843.6841
wdisegna@frontier.com
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Your comments are welcome!
E-mail Peggy Haverberg
President,
peggyhaverberg@gmail.com
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Hamlin Lake Preservation
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All opinions expressed in this
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The President’s Letter
This year, HLPS members have honored the passing of four one-time riparian members. We are
truly fortunate to have so many volunteers who give to the improvement and preservation of Hamlin
Lake and her watershed. I thought it might be timely to honor, as well, some retired and soon-toretire board members who have given so much and continue to give. The four I refer to are Jim
Clark, Wayne Disegna, Kent Gage and Kathy McGill. Together they have contributed over 100
years of support to our organization! Including their supportive and participative spouses, Jane,
Karen, Peg, and Tom we have TWO CENTURIES of accumulated service!
Twenty-seven years ago, my husband and our family found our little piece of paradise on Rupert’s
Bayou on the upper lake. Those were busy days with kids, jobs, and the long drive to paradise but it
was well worth it. Not a second to spare (or sleep) did we have in those days, and we relied on people like the recognized eight to keep our lake and watershed in the best shape, possible.
HLPS under its various leaders’ direction, have funded Natural Shorelines, Enviro DIY stations on
the Big Sable, collected numerous water quality samples and catalogued them for posterity, faced
head-on the invasion of the Zebra mussel, stocked the lake with countless numbers of gilled creatures, documented the Watershed and the Lake and NOW, we will be documenting the aquatic
vegetation that grows below the surface.
Recognizing, we all have different times in our lives when we are available to give, I’d like to remind
and invite the membership to participate at whatever level they can. You don’t have to be a board
member to be involved; We have Steve Brock leading the Fireworks Team and Beth Freeby did a
masterful job sorting through township data to expand our potential riparian list to the 417 residences it is today!
Moving forward we will continue to focus on Water Quality and Communication with our community.
We will also continue to migrate to a more “electronic form of communication”. Our meetings will be
on Zoom and at the Hamlin Township Hall, encouraging more participation. Under the direction of
one of our new board members, Matt Geelhoed, we will pursue the same software communication
package that has proven to be very beneficial to the Friends of LSP Organization.
HLPS now supports two local high school scholarship applicants with the help and support of the
Community Foundation and the membership’s generous donations. We also believe better management of our septic systems is extremely important. It is something we learned from the Tip of the
Mitt organization and so, we are looking for a sponsor and a team to make recommendations to help
us better educate our membership.
We will pursue a sponsor, as well, to lead of team of members to analyze the data we acquire from
the Progressive Engineering Aquatic Plant study and recommend next steps intended to enhance
our impounded lake environment. The results of this very important survey, we hope will allow us to
develop a more defined approach to reducing contaminants and invasives in our lake.
In closing, I’d like to thank all who have entrusted me to follow a truly dedicated past president, lifelong community member and a man like no other who is dedicated to preserving our piece of paradise. Some stories talk about the “Mountain Men” of today / We instead tell stories of our “River
Runner” Wayne Andersen.
President
Peggy Haverberg
Peggy.haverberg@gmail.com
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HLPS Scholarship Fund Recipients
HLPS is pleased to announce that Shelby Stakenas and Lucas Thibault are the Society’s 2022 scholarship
recipients of $1,000 each.
Shelby is a 2022 graduate of the Academy of Science, Math, and Technology Early College High School
where she earned 71 college credits and an Associate Degree as well as her high school diploma. She plans
to attend one of the 11 colleges (favors University of Michigan) to which she has been accepted to major in
chemistry. Her long-term goal is to conduct chemical research in a laboratory setting.
Lucas is a 2022 graduate of Ludington High School. Lucas ended his high school career with a 4.0 GPA and
ranked 5th in his class. He plans to attend Western Michigan University in the fall to pursue a degree in Paper
Engineering and Science. He hopes to have a hand in revolutionizing environmentally progressive paper
products upon completion of his degree requirements and entry into the workforce.
HLPS congratulates both recipients on their academic achievements so far and wishes them the best in the
future.
Mason County students interested in applying for future scholarships should visit the Mason County Community Foundation’s application link:
https://mason-foundation.org/scholarships/
Scholarship applications need to be submitted online beginning October 1, 2022 and are due by February 1,
2023. Scholarships will be awarded in the early spring of 2023.
The HLPS scholarship program is coordinated through the Mason County Community Foundation. Individuals who wish to make a tax-deductible donation to the HLPS fund can do so through the Mason County Community Foundation website: https://mason-foundation.org/give/give-now/
Denny Lavis

July4th
Fire works
on Hamlin Lake
2022
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BOATING SAFETY
With the boating season well under way I would like to remind everyone to pull out their Michigan
Boating Laws Handbook and/or the Federal Boating Laws and review them. Laws do periodically
change, and our memory may not always be as sharp as we may think when it comes to remembering all of those navigation rules. As the boat owner/ operator it is your responsibility to know the law.
With the much-anticipated warm weather finally arriving, I have observed a few people operating
their pontoon boats with passengers riding on the front deck with their feet in the water. This scenario is a horrific accident waiting to happen! As a result, I would like to address boat speed and the
design of those pontoon boats. If someone falls off the front of a pontoon boat, they have nowhere to
go but right into the motor resulting in a serious or deadly prop strike. I often wonder if boat operators realize just how quickly their boat travels? Did you know that at 13.6 miles an hour, your boat
will travel 20 feet in 5 seconds? That is basically the length of your boat in just 5 seconds! Increase
your speed and that time lapse goes down. Even at a “slow no wake” speed, by the time you, as the
operator, react, a person will most likely be into the motor. As the operator of a boat, you must take
every precaution to keep everyone safe while underway!
Be safe, wear your life jackets and have a great rest of your summer!
By: Dave Windsor
(Retired Captain, Indiana DNR Law Enforcement Division)
(HLPS Board of Directors) (Reserve Mason County Marine Patrol Deputy)

Hamlin Lake Currents

Page 5

Summer
2022

CISMA JULY 2022 UPDATE
Galerucella Beetles Update
July 12, 2021 Galerucella Beetles were placed on the Big Sable River at the La Salle bridge.
From there on the powerline property and extending down the river Purple Loosestrife was in full
bloom carpeting the marshes and shorelines in a blanket of purple flowers // INVASIVE FLOWERS!
Today, just over a year later the beetles have done their job and the purple blooms no more! Vicki
Sawiki , NCCISMA Program Coordinator has been notified of the successful effort. Her team will
now make plans to gather some of the beetles and relocate them to another invasive patch.

A Reminder !
The Terrestrial Invasive Program is still active, with HLPS agreeing to pay ½ of the $120 treatment
cost for all HLPS members. If you believe you have invasive plant species growing on your property contact:

ZACH 248-210-2467 or Zach.Peklo@macd.org
https://www.michiganinvasives.org

Deadline for Fall Currents Issue
Sept 26th
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Wilson Hill Park Improvements
Wilson Hill Park is about to be greatly enhanced, thanks to generous memorial donations:
Expect a new evergreen tree to be planted in memory of Dr. Tom Rodgers. This will be in close
proximity to an existing tree planted in memory of his wife, Carol.
Twelve elevated stepping pods will be installed in the playground area. The pods were purchased from memorial funds for Alison and Dick Puffer, longtime Hamlin Lake residents, who
were each on the HLPS Board.
In addition, contributions in Thom Ludwig’s memory were earmarked for the Wilson Hill playground. These funds will be used to purchase and maintain a tetherball game, and refurbish
the sandbox and horseshoe pits.
Mark your calendars for Saturday September 10th.That’s when we will be installing equipment and
cleaning up Wilson Hill Park. We hope to complete all this by Oct. 2022. Thanks to all who contributed. Please come and enjoy your Wilson Hill Park!

Volunteers Needed !!
Have you gotten into trouble recently? Are you in need of community service? We
need your help! On Saturday, September 10th, we will be holding a volunteer work
day at Wilson Hill Park. What will it take to get you there? These are some of the
tasks anticipated: moving sand and cement, digging holes, weeding and pruning, etc.
Come join the fun and make Wilson Hill Park an even better place. If interested or for
more information, please contact Ruth Crompton at rkcromp@gmail.com.
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HLPS BOARD MEETING MINUTES
July 12, 2022
HAMLIN LAKE TOWNSHIP HALL
GUESTS: Ray Janish , Jody Hartley
CALL TO ORDER 7 pm
PREVIOUS MINUTES APPROVED: Ruth first / Steve Begnoche second / unanimous
FINANCIAL REVIEW: Ken first / Joe second /unanimous
Current Balance : $118,354.79
COMMITTEES:
WATER QUALITY:
Progressive Study
Sponsor Open
Natural Shoreline
Wayne / Peggy
Septic Program
Sponsor Open / Dave W. considering
Testing
Bruce
WATER SAFETY
Dave
FISHERIES
Wayne A
Mayfly Station
Peggy
Muskie tank rtn
Wayne A / Kathy
Tank rtn’d CA distributer not responding to emails
Responded after meeting / says when he locates another buyer he’ll process a rtn
CISMA
Peggy
Beetles
Terrestrial Invasive
FIREWORKS
Steve Brock
Fireworks Financial Prog
Ken
Need a listing of all places to donate (link and mail)
Mail to PO box 178 / HLPS
Donate to community foundation and designate for fireworks
MEMBERSHIP
Sponsor Open
Paid members as of July-22 --- 336
New Software
Matt/ Steve/ Kathy/ Christine/ Jim
Matt is chair / complete and running by Jan 2023
SCHOLARSHIP
Denny
Get a write up on two students awarded
WEBSITE / COMMUNICATIONS
TRIFOLD
Peggy/ Steve/ Denny
Photo selection
Update on publication
Currents
Articles Due July 20
Needed for Currents and Website
Water Safety / Dave
Water Quality / Bruce
CISMA / Peggy
Intro of new members / Christine and Matt
Hamlin Lake Currents
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6:30PM
Second Thursday of the month
Feb / Apr / May / June Annual /Aug / Oct are Meeting months
ZOOM will be available
Peggy to verify hall availability and present at Aug meeting
Annual Dinner Approach
Gloria said $500 is ours / use her next year
Try Hamlin Twps. Hall again
Better reservation system
Cap it at 100 people
June 23, 2023
Mark first / Steve second /unanimous
OTHER ITEMS
Donations and maintenance
Mark
Mark to do letter for memorial equipment
MEMORIALS
Ruth / Steve / Kathy / Christine
Puffer
Ludwig
Pat Rogers / Tree for Dad / $300
Memorial Plaque / one for all 3 or 3 individuals /type Steve
Volunteers required
12 bags of concrete
Kathy to contact Charlie G. for football team
Erosion assessment recommendation
A member asked for this / would be another good section for our website
Conservation district might have a list / Peggy to follow-up
Big boat launching at small boat public launch site // hard to control since it’s a public launch
CLOSING: 8:10PM
NEXT MEETING: August 9, 2022
7PM
HAMLIN TWSP HALL
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HLPS MEETING DATES FOR 2023
The date for the Annual Dinner Meeting has been set for June 23,2023 at the
Hamlin Township Hall.
The dates for the regular meetings have not been finalized as of this Currents
issue but will be posted in the Fall issue of the Currents
ALL HLPS Board Meetings will be held at the Hamlin Township Hall on Jebavy
Doors open at 6:30pm
Meeting begins at 7pm until 9pm
Peggy Haverberg
248-962-8550

A view of the Dam in early Summer
An Ad
from our
past

All of the pictures and charts can be viewed in color and
more detail at our web site which is

www.hamlinlake.us
Hamlin Lake Currents
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Time to Plan for Clean Up of your Household
Hazardous Waste
Collection Day is August 20th, 9:00am - 1:00pm
By Dani McGarry, Mason-Lake Conservation District
Summertime in our area brings many fun outdoor activities but, inevitably, there is also likely time
spent on cleaning out a basement, garage or barn and folks find themselves left with old, unusable,
or mystery products that require safe disposal. The household hazardous waste (HHW) collection
event is the perfect place for those items. The most commonly accepted products include used motor oil and automotive fluids, electronics, chemicals, oil-based paints, batteries and medications.
These items are considered hazardous because they could cause major contamination to our environment, particularly our drinking and surface water resources, if dumped or leaked. They are also
rarely accepted through regular landfills. By bringing items to the HHW event, these products are
reused, recycled or safely destroyed by our certified contractors, to ensure that this waste does not
pollute our environment. The event is only once a year, so make it count!
The three-county HHW committee that manages the event in Manistee, Mason and Oceana County
has been challenged in recent years with keeping up the same level of services in the face of
sharply rising disposal costs. On average, every car drops off about $84 in materials. To keep
event costs down, part of the solution is to help educate the community on other year-round options
for disposing of certain items.
Please consider these alternate, year-round options:
Electronics – now accepted locally at Padnos; Goodwill (will wipe computer hard drives)
Light bulbs and tool batteries – Lowe’s or Home Depot
Medications and Controlled substances – drop barrel at Sheriff’s office or Ludington Police Department; Health Department collection days
Household batteries – no longer contain mercury, so can be thrown in trash, although recycling allows metals to be used in products like agriculture fertilizer
Cleaners or lawn chemicals – only buy the amount you need, return what you don’t, use them up or
share with a neighbor! It’s ok to hold on to these products until they can be appropriately used. Increasingly, people are bringing in good products because they just don’t want the clutter or product
around. Every pound of waste costs $1.08 to dispose of via contractor, if not used at home!
The event is possible every year thanks to financial support from the Counties, townships, municipalities and District Health Department #10 in the three-county area, as well as donations from supporting organizations such as AFFEW, Fin and Feather Club, Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,
Pere Marquette Watershed Council and private donors. The 2022 goal for pre-event fundraising is
$49,000 for the three-county group. As of early July, the group is within $3,000 of reaching that goal.
In addition, there is a suggested donation of $15 for participants at collection day and the committee
hopes that this generates about $9,000 to support this year’s collection. Aside from financial support,
dozens of volunteers donate hundreds of hours to help the annual event run smoothly.
If you’d like to learn more about the collection event or how to get involved, visit www.masonlakeconservation.org or call (231) 757-3707.
Hamlin Lake Currents
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