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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Summer 2019 

 

FIREWORKS   REPORT 

   

  
The HLPS’ Fireworks of July 6, 2019 was an-
other success.  As always there were a few 
minor glitches to overcome, but all were re-
solved quickly.  The weather was perfect.  The 
Sheriff’s Marine Division estimated 400 boats 
in our viewing window with many more watch-
ing from private property and Wilson Hill and 
Victory Parks.  The show itself was colorful 
with a few new shells.  The crew did a fine job 
of stretching a smaller show into a 23-minute 
production.  Everyone safely cleared The Nar-
rows within 20 minutes of the finale. 
For more than two decades I’ve been part of 
the HLPS Fireworks Display.  This year was 
my last show.  It’s been an honor and privilege 

to support the work of the association and provide a boost for the more important things HLPS rep-
resents and does.  But it’s time for someone else to lead.  At the July meeting the HLPS Board of 
Directors accepted my retirement.  If you or someone you know is willing to accept a role of leader-
ship, please contact a Board member or President Andersen.  I am willing to assist with learning the 
permit process, meeting the other players, and serving as counsel if requested. 
The Board also discussed the decline in contributions in the last years.  Two years ago we collected 
over $14,000 in contributions, last year $10,000, and this year we fell short of even that amount and, 
for the first time, ran a deficit.  Ten thousand is a baseline minimum for a quality show.  Hamlin’s 
show is now the smallest in the area—Silver Lake, Pentwater, Ludington, and Manistee all have 
larger budgets.  (Tax-deductible donations can be made at any time through HLPS, PO Box 178, 
Ludington 49431.) 
Thanks for all the booms, flashes, and memories. 
Kent Gage 
Czar of Fireworks (ret.) 
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OFFICERS 

President, Wayne Andersen  

andersenwayne@gmail.com 

Vice President, Ruth Crompton 

rkcromp@msn.com 

Recording Secretary, Peggy 

Haverberg 

Peggy.haverberg@gmail.com 

Treasurer, Kathy McGill 

tkmcgill@yahoo.com 

  

All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    

the opinions of the 
 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 

Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  

by the  
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  

P.O. Box 178  
Ludington, MI  49431 

 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 
Hamlin Lake. 

 
 
 
 

Your contributions to this 
newsletter are welcome! 

 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Wayne Andersen, 

President, 

andersenwayne@gmail.com  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation 

Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

COMMITTEES 
 

Mailings—Kathy McGill 

Membership– Gin Hluchan, Jim 

Clark 

Newsletter—Wayne Disegna  

 Karen Disegna 

Special Events— Ruth Crompton 

Fish—Wayne Andersen 

Water Quality— Bruce Pelletier, Joe 

Muzzo 

Memorials—- Kathy McGill 

Watershed Plan  - Peggy Haverberg 

 

DIRECTORS 
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Denny Lavis 

Steve Begnoche 

Wayne Andersen 

Mark Otto 

Gin Hluchan 

Kent Gage 

Joe Muzzo 

Peggy Haverberg 

Bruce Pelletier 

Ken Muzzo 

David Windsor 

Sue Scholtens  

HLPS Website  
 

www.hamlinlake.us 
 

Contact: Denny Lavis 
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              Continued on page 10 

The President’s Letter 

  
  I hope all are enjoying the summer season as they read this issue of the newsletter. After the cool 
start to summer it has become much more July like weather. For those who enjoy the heat and hu-
midity your time has come. 
 
  I would like to thank the 100 people who attended the 2019 Annual Meeting on June 22nd.  We en-
joyed a great meal and had 2 knowledgeable speakers as well as an informative business meeting. 
The 2020 Annual Meeting will be held on Friday, June 19th at the Hamlin Township Hall. We are cur-
rently considering speaker or speakers for this meeting. Suggestions from members on how to im-
prove the annual meeting are welcomed. Please contact me at your convenience. 
 
  On June 21st HLPS hosted several MSU Extension People on a boat tour of Hamlin Lake. That 
evening Erick Elgin, MSU Extension Limnologist and Aquatic Plant Specialist gave an informative 
presentation and boat tour of Upper Hamlin Lake highlighting the benefits of the native aquatic vege-
tation and the importance of natural shorelines in maintaining the integrity of the lake. Thank you to 
Sunset Bluff Resort for providing the pontoon boat for this activity. 
 
  I have included an article in this newsletter about the stream flow monitoring station recently in-
stalled in the Big Sable River by HLPS and collaborating partners. Take time to read this article. I 
think it could be of significant value to learn the base flow of the Big Sable River which is the major 
contributor of water for Hamlin Lake. 
  I have also included an article in this newsletter about the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society’s initi-
ative to become actively engaged in controlling invasive terrestrial plants. The article explains how 
HLPS Members can get assistance in eradicating or controlling invasive plants on their property 
within the Hamlin Lake Watershed. 
 
  Kent Gage has included an article in this newsletter about the status of the Hamlin Lake Fireworks 
and the future of the fireworks. Few people realize how much time and effort Kent has put into mak-
ing the Hamlin Lake Fireworks. Like so many events most of us only see the show itself and seldom 
take time to consider the preparation and planning that are required to make each show the success 
they have been. Thank You Kent and all the others that volunteer their time and facilities for the an-
nual Hamlin Lake Fireworks. 
 
  Enjoy a safe boating season on Hamlin Lake. 
  
Wayne Andersen, President, 
 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Email; andersenwayne@gmail.com 
Phone; 231-843-4618 
  

mailto:andersenwayne@gmail.com
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Big Sable River Stream Flow Monitoring Gage 

   
In March Hamlin Lake Preservation Society (HLPS) hosted Michigan 
Trout Unlimited (MTU) and interested individuals to an informational 
meeting about the options for installing a stream flow monitoring gage 
station on the Big Sable River. MTU’s Jake Lemon and Kristin Thomas 
explained the options available and the benefits of stream flow tech-
nology. Those in attendance were very supportive of installing some 
type of stream flow gage station on the Big Sable. The data gathered 
by this gage station would determine the base flow of the river (lowest 
level of flow).   Other important gathered data would show how the riv-
er responds to rain events and spring snow melt. The rate at which the 
river rises and recedes is an indicator of how well the watershed is 
functioning. 
  At the April HLPS Board Meeting the board approved a basic stream 
flow monitoring gage station to be installed and monitored by MTU 
Aquatic Biologist Kristin Thomas with some volunteer support. HLPS 
approved a $400 expenditure.  MTU is using grant money for the bal-
ance of costs associated with this project. 
  The gage station was installed on June 28th, located down stream of US-
31 on the property of Doc’s Sauble River Inn. At this time the river level at 
the location of the gage was 1.76 feet and the river flow was 192 cubic feet per second (CFS). 
These two measurements will be collected on a regular basis. We may also monitor stream flow of 
some tributary streams in the future. 
  To my knowledge there is no historical stream flow data for the Big Sable River. This project will 
capture data that over time will be valuable to help understand the health of the Big Sable River.  
  The gage station being used at this time is very basic with data downloaded manually at the gage 
station on regular intervals. This system could be upgraded to send real time data to a website.  
  I would like to express my appreciation to those participating in this collaborative effort. MTU for 
technical support, field installation and funding. HLPS for funding, volunteer support and keeper of 
the data. Doc’s Sauble River Inn for allowing placement of the equipment and access to monitor the 
gage station. 
 
 

Kristin Thomas,  

MTU who installed the unit.  
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Our water quality team has been very busy this past spring, collecting samples from points along the 
Sable River, its tributaries and upper and lower Hamlin Lake.  Thanks to the efforts of Peggy and 
Bob Haverberg, Jim Clark, Wayne Andersen and Steve Begnoche, flow measurements were also 
taken of the streams and tributaries.  When correlated with water chemistry data, nutrient loading to 
the lake (pounds per day) can then be calculated for each source.  Spring samples are expected to 
show higher nutrient levels due to increased Inputs from farm land runoff.  The resulting information 
will be incorporated into our Big Sable Watershed Study.   
 
Water samples were also collected at the deepest areas of upper and lower Hamlin Lake by Joe 
Muzzo and myself in support of our on-going involvement with the Cooperative Lakes Manage-
ment’s Clean Lakes Program.  Additional samples were collected at key locations in the upper and 
lower lakes (specifically, at the narrows, Indian Pete Bayou, along the north shore near Davis Road, 
and Rupert’s Bayou) to provide background information on which to base future summer and fall wa-
ter chemistry comparisons.  Nutrient values are normally at their lowest levels during the first 2 
weeks after spring ice-out.  This is when lake water has been dormant, as it is free of wind currents, 
warm temperatures and heavy summer usage.  Elevated nutrient levels in subsequent samplings of 
these areas may indicate potential “hot spots” where future investigations should be concentrated.  
This study may be expanded in the future to include additional areas of concern, as they become 
identified.   
 
The focus of these water quality monitoring efforts is to find ways for lowering sediment and nutrient 
loading to our lake.  Hamlin, like all other inland lakes, is subject to undergoing changes with time 
(aging).  Normally these changes occur very slowly; however, sediment buildup and nutrient inputs 
cause lakes to undergo accelerated ageing.   This problem is further influenced by human and natu-
ral activities.  Dumping leaves and grass clippings into the lake almost always results in accelerated 
sedimentation and excessive weed and algae growth.  While some may think this practice is harm-
less, these organic plant materials contain large amounts of nutrients which are released into the 
lake water upon their decomposition.  Impoundment Lakes, like Hamlin, are at further disadvantage 
in that they’re formed by damming up a river or stream. They receive additional sediment and nutri-
ent loading from whatever, materials wash 
downstream.  This is one reason why Hamlin 
Lake’s watershed study, spearheaded by Peg-
gy Haverberg, is so crucial.  We want to identi-
fy those “upstream” areas adding excessive 
sediments and nutrients to our lake with the 
goal of finding ways to minimize their effects.   
 
Bruce Pelletier 
Water Quality Director 
Email:  rb_pelletier@charter.net 

Hamlin Lake Water Quality  
Summer 2019 
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It certainly seems like an insult to call Pontederia cordata by its common name 
“pickerel-weed.” This beautiful native aquatic plant is rather uncommon in shallow 
water wetlands, and is not a “weed” at all. It occurs in wetlands throughout the 
state, including the canoe trail wetlands at Ludington State Park, and is inconspic-
uous until in bloom. The succulent heart to lance-shaped leaves occur on long 
stalks, and by mid-summer bluish-purple flower clusters are stunning as dense 
spikes above the water. Pickerel-weed is a perennial rooted in mud at the bottom 
of shallow ponds and marshes. The plants spread by underground stems 
(rhizomes) and can form large colonies in ideal conditions. 
I cannot guarantee that you will find pickerel in marshes having this plant, but 
pickerel-weed does provide habitat for various fish fry, frogs, turtles, and mosquito
-eating dragonflies. What more can one ask of this superb aquatic plant ? Those 
interested in acquiring pickerel-weed for their own property wetlands can often 
find it available at native plant nurseries. 
 

Dave Dister 

Consulting Ecologist 

 

Pickerel-weed – A Colorful Aquatic Plant 

   
 Last fall the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society formed a part-
nership with the Community Foundation of Mason County. 
Through the establishment of a scholarship/endowment ac-
count,  we are afforded the opportunity to jointly present schol-
arships to students in Mason County majoring in environmental 
sciences or a related field of study. Amongst numerous appli-
cants, Carmen Rose Wardle was selected as our 2019 recipi-
ent. Carmen recently graduated from Ludington High School 
and will attend Michigan State University with a major in physi-
cal and life sciences. She would like to eventually do scientific 
research. We wish Carmen success in her endeavors and look 
forward to supporting future students from Mason County!  

HLPS 2019 Scholarship Recipient 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society                                             
As of 7/16/2019 
 

ASSETS 
 

 

Cash and Bank Accounts  

  7/16/2019  

 

12/31/2018 Balance Balance  

Community Foundation    

General Fund 6,214.63 7,262.95  

Reserved 5,000.00 5,000.00  

Scholarship 25.00 25.00  

-Other- 0.00 0.00  

TOTAL Community Foundation 11,239.63 12,287.95  

HLPS Chemical Bank 

Fireworks 10,076.94 13,571.94   

Fish Fund 5,095.00 895.14   

General Fund 0.00 -712.75   

Hamlin Lake Association 7,215.71 7,215.71   

Historic Cottage 45.00 45.00   

Land Purchase 1,000 .00 0.00   

Land Reserve 2,623 .52 3,623 .52   

Memorial 830.00 1,240.00   

Natural Shoreline Project 13, 452.80 13,452.80   

Riparian Magazine 636.00 572.00   

Scholarship 0.00 247.00   

Water Quality 12,608.42 14,815.75   

-Other- -154.00 -119.00   

TOTAL HLPS Chemical 
Bank 

53,429 .39 54, 847.11   

HLPS Postal Acct                                                        454.85                    384.10 
TOTAL Cash & Bank Accounts   65,123.87          67,519.16 

Other Assets 
CD 90107                      

8,474.30                 8,495.32 
CD9:W39                10,320.65                    

10,333.45 

co 92040            18, 461.87              18,484.77 
TOTAL Other Assets          37, 256.82                  

37,313.54 

TOTAL ASSETS          
102,380.69              104,832.70 

 

HLPS Board Meetings 
 

Are open to All Members 

 
HLPS Board Meeting 

Dates for 2019 
 

May 14th 
 
July 16th 
 
August 13th 
 
September 10th 
 
 

Meetings are open to all 
 
Time:  
6:30 pm social 7:00pm 
meeting starts 
 
Hamlin Township Hall 

FALL 
 

CURRENTS 
 

DEADLINE 
 

Oct. 4th 
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  At the May HLPS Board Meeting it was approved to enter into an informal partnership with North 
Country Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (NCCISMA) to address high priority inva-
sive plants in the Hamlin Lake Watershed. This benefit will allow HLPS Members to have high priori-
ty invasive plants removed from their property at a very reasonable cost. NCCISMA has a grant for 
the remainder of 2019 that will pay 50% of removal costs, HLPS will pay 25% of the cost and the 
property owner will pay 25% of the cost of removal. We hope members and nonmembers (who be-
come members) within the Hamlin Lake Watershed take advantage of this incentive to remove inva-
sive plants from their property. 
 
  The following high priority invasive plants will be considered for cost share assistance. Japanese & 
Giant Knotweed, Garlic Mustard, Wild Parsnip, Glossy /Common Buckthorn, Tree of Heaven, Bristly 
Locust, Oriental Bittersweet, Phragmites and Purple Loostrife. Other invasive plants may be consid-
ered. High Priority invasive plants are those species that are not yet beyond controlling in the area. 
 
  At this time Phragmites is of major concern in the riparian corridor of Hamlin Lake. There are isolat-
ed patches that will spread each year if the stands are not treated. Please familiarize yourself on the 
identification of this plant so that it can be controlled within our watershed. 
 
  Property values with large areas of invasive plants lose significant value. Native plants and animals 
are displaced by stands of invasive plants. The environmental quality of the Hamlin Lake Watershed 
can  be protected and preserved with your diligence in the control of invasive plants within the water-
shed. 
 
  Those who are interested in participating in this program should contact Zach Peklo, phone 248-
210-6047 or email: Zach.Peklo@macd.org   for a site inspection of their property and positive identi-
fication of invasive plants.  
 
  I can also be contacted with questions, comments or concerns. 
 
Wayne Andersen, President 
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 

 

HLPS Invasive Plant Cost Share Assistance 

Removing Invasive Phragmites 
Plants from Hamlin Marsh 

mailto:Zach.Peklo@macd.org
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All of you who frequent Hamlinlake.us and read the water quality news will understand that inhabit-
ants and lake users in general are accelerating the eutrophication process of the upper lake. 
 
“Eutrophication is the process through which lakes, streams, or bays become overloaded with nu-
trient-rich water. “ 
 
The water quality team is taking more frequent measurements of lake quality to better understand 
how riparian as well as watershed inhabitants in general are affecting the quality and nutrient load in 
the waters.  However, in the meantime we can: 
Follow practices outlined in the numerous publications made available through HLPS (to new mem-
bers); MSU bulletins; websites listed at Hamlinlakepreservation.org on the “useful links” page. 
Participate in the Shoreland Stewards survey at Mishorelandstewards.org 
Practice good septic tank management including pumping every 3-5 years and periodic inspections. 
 
On a positive note, my travels have revealed several examples of good shoreline management prac-
tices which are great for the landowner and recreational user of the lake; great for the aquatic inhab-
itants of the lake; and also great for the HEALTH of the lake.  A few examples are pictured below: 
 
 
 
Environmental shoreline practices from 30 years ago / obviously VERY durable and inhabitant 
friendly 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

SUMMERTIME IN THE WATERSHED 

Continued on page 10 
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New construction with a shoreline supported by nature and recent environmental 
shoreline construction approaches (coir logs, as were utilized in the Ludington 

State Park demonstration shoreline) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Recent construction supported by nature and 25 year old rock berm/ again working for all! 
 

 
 
 
Lastly, might we take this opportunity to remind those of us who are borrowing this beautiful 
space from our children, grandchildren, and future generations to come that by doing our 
part we can protect and preserve our piece of “heaven on earth”! 
 
 
Peggy Haverberg 

Continued from page 9 
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MEMBERSHIP VOTE:  No nominations from the audience 
Ruth Crompton  Mark Otto 
Kathy McGill   Steve Begnoche 
Ginny Hluchan  Denny Lavis 
Ken Muzzo 
All voted in for another term. 
Sue Scholten is filling the term for Donna Peterson until 2020. 

Bruce Pelletier provided a comprehensive update on water quality.  The update can be found at 
the Hamlinlake.us website. 

Jim Clark updated us on his Bathymetry project he plans to complete this year and then making 
maps available to the public in 2020. 

A reminder of date and time for Fireworks/ July 6 at dusk on the upper lake. 
Wayne Andersen provided the following updates: 

Silander Conservation Agreement has dedicated 209 acres protected in perpetuity/ more 
information will be available at the Hamlinlake.us website for anyone interested and a 
great tax and preservation opportunity. 

Fisheries update: 
153,000 + walleye planted in 2019 
$500 donation by HLPS to MCWA 
2019 Creel Census Survey was presented by Nick Arends and will be published at 

the Hamlinlake.us web 
HLPS township support: 

Victory Park now has a new aluminum dock 
New bulletin boards have been placed in the South Bayou and Wilson Hill Park 

boat launches 
Invasive Terrestrial Plant Incentive Program: 

CISMA in conjunction with a government grant has a cost share program to help 
offset the removal of invasive plants from personal property in the Hamlin Lake 
Watershed 

HLPS is doing a 25% funds match for all qualified submissions for members of 
HLPS 

Details are posted at Hamlinlake.us 
Dave Dister shared a presentation on the bird watching opportunities that exist in our area. 
Peggy Haverberg reminded all that HLPS logo shirts are available at Gordy’s in downtown Lud-

ington. 
EARTH DAY and CISMA displays with a lot of informative data were there. 

 

HLPS ANNUAL MEETING DINNER MINUTES 

 
CHECKOUT OUR HLPS LOGO SHIRTS !! 

At 
Gordy’s in downtown Ludington. 
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