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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Spring 2017 

HAMLIN LAKE WATERSHED UPDATE 

   
 In the fall of 2016 the Watershed Team engaged the AWRI (Annis Water Resources Institute) to assist in the 
development of the Hamlin Lake Watershed Plan.  (As a reminder, Hamlin Lake Watershed lies within the 
larger, Big Sable Watershed.)   
 
The AWRI team was instrumental in the following: 

Helping with the development of an initial draft of the 
Hamlin Lake Watershed plan 

Organizing and graphing years of Chlorophyll, Phospho-
rus and Secchi data 

Revisiting and plotting new GIS maps of the lake and 
various characteristics, like  

Topography 
Drainage ditches  
Wetlands 
Etc. 

Proposing some “next steps,” most notably, a loading 
study.  This study will provide a better, more complete understanding of the origins of most of the 
problem- causing nutrients: ie. watershed sources vs. lakeshore inhabitants/users.  

 
Our next significant step will be to enlist the services of Dr. Jennifer Jones, a Director of “The Michigan Ripari-
an” magazine as well as a member of “Restorative Lake Services.”  This work will entail the following: 

Develop and implement a plan to perform the aforementioned loading study 
Examine and prioritize the invasive species in the lake 
Examine the possibility of utilizing technologies recently reported in the latest edition of the Riparian mag-

azine 
Lake Mapping 
Lake Aeration System Engineering 

 
So, we look forward to seeing all HLPS Members, at the Friday, June 16 HLPS Dinner meeting to share our 
many updates and plans for the summer!! 
 
Peggy Haverberg 
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All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    

the opinions of the 
 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 

Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  

by the  
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  

P.O. Box 178  
Ludington, MI  49431 

 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 
Hamlin Lake. 

 
 
 
 

Your contributions to this 
newsletter are welcome! 

 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Wayne Andersen, 

President, 

andersenwayne@gmail.com  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

Ludington MI  49431 

COMMITTEES 
 

Mailings—Kathy McGill 

Membership– Gin Hluchan, Jim 

Clark 

Newsletter—Wayne Disegna  

 Karen Disegna 

Special Events— Ruth Crompton 

Fish—Wayne Andersen 

Water Quality—Lynn Hoepfinger, 

 Bruce Pelletier, Joe Muzzo 

Memorials—- Kathy McGill 

Watershed Plan  - Peggy Haverberg 

 

DIRECTORS 
Jim Clark 

Lynn Hoepfinger 

Alison Puffer 

Wayne Andersen 

Mark Otto 

Gin Hluchan 

Kent Gage 

Joe Muzzo 

Peggy Haverberg 

Bruce Pelletier 

Ken Muzzo 

David Windsor 

HLPS has a website thanks to 

Jim Clark . 

  Take a look at 

www.hamlinlakepreservation.org 
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              Continued on page 10 

President’s Letter 

 
   Welcome to the wimpy winter of 2016 / 2017. This certainly has been an unusually warm fall and winter. To those who 
thrive on winter sports certainly a disappointment. Others enjoy the moderate temperatures and limited snow removal. 
To date we have been receiving sufficient precipitation mostly in the form of rain to maintain average water flow on the 
Big Sable and its tributaries. 
 

  HLPS board members have been busy this winter. Peggy Haverburg and other board members have been actively 
working on the Hamlin Lake Watershed. Jim Clark and I have been working with Hamlin Township and Nordlund Associ-
ates on the engineering plan for a long term repair of the Skinny Park seawall. Those two projects have been our focus 
of the past months. 
 Other projects to be addressed in 2017 are; establishing a natural shoreline demonstration area possibly at the Luding-
ton State Park. This would allow riparian property owners to see a natural shoreline that may be an option for their prop-
erty. We are also working on the design and placement of improved bulletin boards at the public access sites on Hamlin 
Lake. 
  We are looking forward to receiving the data collected from Hamlin Lake and other lakes in Northern Michigan from the 
2016 Swimmers Itch Survey. This research was coordinated by Oakland University. It is our hope that this information 
will help reduce and control swimmers itch on Hamlin Lake. 
 

  A significant concern for all of us is the presence and spreading of invasive plants in the Hamlin Lake and Big Sable 
River Watersheds. Phragmites is a very invasive wetland plant that continues to show up in new locations within the wa-
tersheds. This afternoon while hiking along the north side of the Hamlin Marsh I saw a new stand of phragmites on the 
south side of the marsh just east of where we eradicated a stand of phragmites 2 years ago. It took 3 years of efforts to 
eradicate the previous stand in the marsh.  
 

  We continue to work with North Country Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area (NCCISMA) to identify and 
be informed about control of invasive species in our area. Specific questions and information can be obtained by contact-
ing Vicki Sawicki, email; vicki.sawicki@macd.org or phone 231-429-5072. I recently read the book “Bringing Nature 
Home” by Douglas Tallamay. This book is excellent explaining the importance of native plants to sustain wildlife popula-
tions particularly birds. A clear explanation of how destructive invasive plants are to the ecological interactions of plants 
and wildlife is interesting. 
 

   The Big Sable River will have a new bridge constructed this year at the Stephens Road Crossing. The new bridge will 
have a much wider span to meet current bridge standards. 
  There is also a pipeline scheduled to be installed under the Big Sable River upstream of Quarterline Road on USFS 
Property. This pipeline will transport brine from Martin Marietta in Manistee to OxyChem in Ludington. The pipe will be 
directional drilled under the river with minimal impact to the immediate area. This project has completed the public review 
process and will be closely monitored. 
  I am curious if the black bear sightings in our area will continue to increase. I was very much surprised by the number 
of black bear sightings in 2016. It was not unusual to hear of new black bear sightings weekly. There has been a signifi-
cant increase in the number of black bear seen in recent years. Hopefully we can coexist with a population of resident 
black bear. 
Enjoy the upcoming spring. 
 
Best Regards, 
Wayne Andersen, President 
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Email; andersenwayne@gmail.com 
Cell; 231-843-4618 

mailto:vicki.sawicki@macd.org
mailto:andersenwayne@gmail.com
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s  Report 
February 13, 2017 

 

 Jan-17  

Balance  Deposits  Disburs.   

 53,189.53 5691.00 (7,026.59)  51,817.94 

      

 Membership Dues*  0.00 1620.00 0.00  1620.00 

      

 Riparian Mag. Subscrip.  12.00  108.00 0.00  180.00  

      

 CONTRIBUTIONS:       

 General Fund  20,293.50 887.00   20,917.91 

Hamlin Lake Association 7,215.71    7,215.71 

      

 Fish Fund (Walleye) 10.00 580.00   590.00 

      

 Water Quality  6,397.42 978.00 (599.76)  7,375.42 
      

 Fireworks  14,280.94 1,426.00 (6,800.00)  8,906.94 

      

      

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52  0.00 0.00   2,623.52  

 (Land Purchase)  1,000.00  0.00 0.00   1,000.00  

      

Memorials 1,330.00 20.00   1,350.00 

      

Historic Cottage 0.00      0.00 

      

Sailing 38.44 0.00 0.00   38.44  

      

     59996.97 
WEST SHORE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 

  Maturity  Issue Interest June 2013 

  Date Value   

#90107 (interest=.55%) 8/24/17 8,246.26 164.67 8,410.93 

#92039 (interest=.3%) 5/23/17 10,143.91 130.40 10,274.31 

#92040 (interest= .3%) 5/23/17 18,145.71 233.27 18,378.98 

     37,064.22 

   PO ACCT.   Dec. 2016 123.87 

   TOTAL  89,006.03 
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VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 

 
 
Ever gone to Jim Clark’s listing of dates the ice froze the lake and the dates 
the ice went out?  What you will see is that the lake freezes later almost 
every year and the ice breaks up sooner almost every year.  The conclusion 
is clear:  If we live long enough, the lake will not freeze over and we can sail 
all year. 
Of course, it has other implications.  Ice has a way of trapping and holding 
pollen and other microscopic life—and either kill that life or keep it from ex-
panding.  And, almost all winter, there is water flowing under the ice.  Some 
water.  Clear water.  
None of this does the sailor any good.  We get few big races in the winter in 
the northern hemisphere.  Of course, there is the Sydney-Hobart race Down Under, one of the toughest dis-
tance races in the world.  And, almost always, there is some dare devil sailing solo around the world.  Or, as 
now, a Round the World race. 
But, sailing combines the pleasure of being out on our Lake alone just sailing and of competing every Satur-
day in the Summer in two races in the Lower Lake.  Meantime, we can remember the last sight of the slick 
hull hanging up just waiting for the ice to go out, for the Lake to come up and for that happy day when we can 
again slide the hull into the water and go about re-rigging for another year on our Lake. 
 
At least, that’s my view. 

Norval Stephens 

 
Hamlin Lake is scheduled to receive 150,000 spring fingerling Walleye this year 

 

News for Walleye Fishermen 

 
The Next HLPS Board Meeting will be April 18th  

The meeting will begin @ 6:30 pm 
Meetings are held at the Hamlin Township Hall  

These Meetings are open to anyone 
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Phosphorus levels for the past 15 years are shown in the accompanying graphs. The average level for the 
upper lake continues to keep it in the high mesotrophic classification and the average for the lower lake is mid
-mesotrophic.  (Mesotrophic lakes exhibit substantial nutrient levels and vegetation growth.)  The trend is still 
upward for the upper lake although the results from last summer are lower and encouraging.   Phosphorus 
levels in the lower lake peaked in years 2011-2013 and have since returned to much lower levels, causing the 
trend line to be nearly flat.  
 
Our study is part of the Michgan Lake and Steam Associations Cooperative Lake Monitoring Program.  Sam-
ples are analyzed by the DEQ lab in Lansing.  Over 200 lakes participate in the phosphorus study.  The aver-
age phosphorus level for all these lakes is typically about 14 ug/l with a range of < 3 ug/l to 70 ug/l.  The aver-
age for the upper lake is 27 ug/l and the lower lake average is 20 ug/l.  Being above average is not so good in 
this case. 
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Water Quality 
 

Phosphorus Trends 



Spring 
2017 

Page 7 Hamlin Lake Currents 

 

 

 
Chlorophyll Trends vs. Temperature 

 

Currents Deadline  
May. 13th  2017 

 
For the past fifteen years we have obtained monthly chlorophyll levels over the deep basins of the upper and lower 
lakes.  The chlorophyll is from suspended algae and not from rooted or floating "weeds." Chlorophyll levels are an indica-
tion of lake aging. 
 
As shown in the accompanying graphs, the chlorophyll levels in the lower lake are trending down and the upper lake lev-
els have stabilized.  The encouraging news for the lower lake is that last year it had the lowest levels on record. 
 
The not so encouraging news is that summer temperatures have a fairly good correlation with chlorophyll levels and 
hence algae blooms.  Shown in the accompanying graph is average of maximum temperatures for July/August for the 
past 15 years.  The highest averages were in 2004 and 2012 which correspond to spikes in chlorophyll levels.  2009 was 
the coolest summer and had the lowest chlorophyll levels. 
 
Thanks to Keith Crompton who collected most of the chlorophyll data. 
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CISMA / HLPS PARTNERSHIP UPDATE 

 
CISMA hosted a meeting in Baldwin on Feb 2. Below are some highlights of the meeting which might be of 
interest to HLPS members. 
 

USFS Trail Coordinator Dave Jaunese shared extensive information about the myriad of trails available to 
the public in the Huron / Manistee National Forests and what we can do as stewards of our National 
Forest to help preserve the forest. 

Manistee National Forest, itself comprises approximately 540k acres 
It is has 550 miles of trails 
240 miles of those permit ORV usage  

Two stickers are available for ORV’s.  Make certain you understand your intended travels and 
what sticker or stickers you will need 

Make certain to use the latest “Motor Vehicle Use Map” 
Free at the Forest Service offices 
Two maps exist,  

Baldwin / White Cloud Areas 
Manistee / Cadillac Areas 

                                Note: Calendar year updates are published in March 
As with our Lake and Watershed, invasive species are a HUGE concern to the keepers of our for-

ests.  They cannot maintain the health of the forest w/o your help, so if you’re interested, visit:  
Habitatmatters.org and find out what you can do to support the forest while enjoying its beauty. 

Michigan Trails Coordinator Kenny Wawsczyk gave an update on the North Country Trail which is admin-
istered by the National Park Service.  This is a 4600-mile trail beginning in New York and traversing 
our lower and upper peninsula; ending in North Dakota.  Visit Wikipedia to understand the breadth of 
this trail, its National Park Service coverage, as well as what you can do to help monitor and improve 
the trail.  

The northcountrytrail.org;  Has Information about membership possibilities.  
 
 

DNR Invasive Species Biologist Ryan Wheeler spoke about “Avoiding the Spread of 
Invasive Species on Recreational Trails”.  This work is closely intertwined with 
CISMA initiatives found at michiganinvasives.org. 

Conservation District Forester Josh Shield, Ph.D. Mason-Lake & Manistee Conserva-
tion Districts shared what we can do to protect our Michigan private and million 
acre public, National Forests.  Specifically, there are concerns with 3 imminent species: 

Asian Longhorned Beetle 
Hemlock Woolly Adelgid 
Thousand Cankers Disease            

          As with invasive species, please find information on this program at michiganinvasives.org. A two-hour 
“Eyes of the Forest” training session on the subject will be hosted May 3 (time and Mason County location 
TBD). 
So, as you work to stay warm this winter, planning your spring and summer outside activities, we’ve provided 
LOTS of opportunity to (1) engage your family, (2) enjoy the out-of-doors, and (3) give back to your communi-
ty by preserving our forests for generations  
 
Peggy Haverberg 

Hike it 
 

Build it 
 

Love it 
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Swimmer’s Itch Study Update 

                                                                                                                             

The swimmer’s itch study that was begun last  
summer, by Dr. Thomas R. Raffel and his asso-
ciates of Northwest Michigan Lakes, is not yet 
completed. All samples have been collected but 
the testing results are as yet incomplete. Dr. 
Raffel expects to have all the testing completed 
by mid-March, some preliminary conclusions 
have been drawn. 16 lakes were used for this 
study with Hamlin Lake being one of them. 
 
Swimmer’s itch is the result of an avian parasite. 
 The typical life cycle is shown in the picture on 
the left. Simply put, the adult blood flukes dwell 
in birds mainly ducks and geese. They repro-
duce and make eggs which are expelled in the 
bird feces. Aquatic snails are intermediate hosts 
where the parasites can reproduce and release 
thousands of cercariae or larva which then seek 
a suitable avian host to complete the cycle. Un-
fortunately larva mistake humans as suitable 
hosts and try to penetrate our skin which causes 
an itchy rash. 
 
There are many factors that effect the produc-
tion of the cercariae( larva) and the occurrence 
of swimmer’s itch. One factor is the abundance 
of water fowl on the lake. Another is the amount 
of snails present. Many factors affect the snail 
population as shown in the picture to the left. 
Insecticides affect zooplankton and crayfish 
which in turn affect the growth of mussels and 
snails and this is helpful in reducing swimmer,s 
itch. On the other side, many factors promote 
the abundance of snails.  
A surprising result of this study is that water clar-
ity is important to snail growth in shallow water. 
It was expected that algae growth would pro-
mote  snail growth but that was not the case. 
 
A complete copy of this report can be found at 
www.hamlinlakepreservation.org . 
 
Local volunteers for this study were: Ginny 
Hluchan, Linda & Ted Leibole, Judi & Ed Car-
tier, Paula & Mike Veronie, Denny Lavis, Joe 
Muzzo, Mara DeChene, Gail Hanna, Kathy 
Grossenbacher, and Jim Gallie 

 

 



Spring 
2017 

Page 10 Hamlin Lake Currents 

 

 

HLPS Board Meeting Minutes 

   
Wayne Anderson called to order the regular meeting of the HLPS at 7:00 pm on September 14, 2016 at the Hamlin 
Township Hall. 
Present: Wayne Andersen, Lynn Hoepfinger, Alison Puffer, James Clark, Kathy McGill, Dave Windsor, Ruth Crompton, 
Joe Muzzo, Ken Muzzo, Kent Gage, Peggy Haverberg, Mark Otto, Ginny Hluchan, Bruce Pelletier. 
Guests: Julia Chambers 
 

Approval of Agenda 
The agenda was approved as presented 
 

Approval of minutes 
Peggy Haverberg presented the minutes from the last meeting. The minutes were approved. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Kathy McGill presented the Treasurer’s report.  The report was approved. 
Notes:  $3,600 In land reserve fund 
Need to complain to Chemical Bank about check fee for bank name change 
Renew non-profit report 
 

Reports 

 

1. Peggy Haverberg Update of Hamlin Lake Watershed Management Plan; Reviewed plan for 
meeting with Intern from GVSU / Annis Water Institute 
  

2. Ginny Hluchan 
  

Update of 2016 Swimmers Itch Survey; Data collection complete; report to follow 
  

3. Mark Otto 
  

Update of Access Sign Bulletin Boards; no new estimates for 20/20 Metal signs; 
Wayne will pursue standardizing Bulletin boards; No size decided on at this time 
  

4. Wayne Andersen 
  

Update of Admiral Point Erosion Control Project; Dale Beaupre proposed 1’2” 
stone to dress place up; Can be paid for with general fund; A sign needs to be 
erected by Township/ Dale to communicate with Nancy Vandervest 
LYNN motion to pay for stone; JIM seconds 

5. Bruce Pelletier/  
Lynn Hoepfinger 
  

Water Quality Report :  Peak heat in July, then in 2 weeks we had the al-
gae bloom 
  

6. Julia Chambers 
  

Update on Sergeant Sand Mining Operation; low key operation; oppor-
tunity for a Currents article 
  

7. Andersen / Haverberg 
  

Natural Shoreline Demonstration Project at Ludington State Park; Jeff Kenzie to 
submit two proposals for natural shorelines that will be constructed for display, 
education and information at the Ludington State Park 
  

8. Jim Clark Membership.  Our contact list shows: 
Present   374          Paid members in 2016 
Lost            32         Paid in 2015 but not in 2016 
New           14       Paid in 2016 but not in 2015 
  

 9 Wayne Andersen Skinny Park update; Engineering proposal will cost about $6K/ Progres-
sive is $6.3K and Norland is $6k; Ruth proposed we pay 2/3 with Nancy 
second; Mark proposed 25% with Ginny second; 
WAYNE proposed 50%, Peggy second, 8 in favor, 3 opposed, 1 ab-
stained. 

Continued on page 11 
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HLPS Dates to Remember 

Annual Dinner Meeting 
Friday June 16th 
Hamlin Twp. Hall 

 

 

HLPS FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
 

Saturday July 1st 2017 

 

1. TEAM CURRENTS REPORTS DUE OCT 13 
Watershed – Haverberg 
Presidents report – Andersen 
Garbage – Clark 
Swimmers Itch – Ginny 
Admiral Point – Jim / Wayne 
Cottage – Puffer 
Fishing Line - Windsor 

  CURRENT ACTIVE 
PROJECTS UPDATE 

USFS Road Closures at Hamlin Marsh //  IN PROGRESS 
Trash Containers at Access Sites //TO BE REMOVED OCT 2016 
  

  MISD COMMITTEE 
REPORT UPDATES 

Annual Scholorship//PAID 
Hamlin Lake Fireworks  //  CAMP DOUGLAS SMITH & Zamerelli remain 
Historic Cottage at White Pine Village  //  CLOSED / MONEY TO VILLAGE 
  

Adjournment 
Wayne Andersen adjourned the meeting at 9:00 pm. 
 
NEXT MEETING APRIL 18, 2017 / 6:30PM CATCH UP DISCUSSION   BEGINS 
Hamlin Township Hall 
 
Minutes submitted by Peggy Haverberg 

Continued from page 10 

 
New Business 
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