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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society— Summer 2016 

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s  L e t t e r  

  Welcome to spring on Hamlin Lake. It is always interesting to watch the 
transition of the seasons on Hamlin Lake. This spring the numbers and 
species of waterfowl passing on their migration and those resident birds 
returning have been very noticeable. 
  The number of building projects around the lake certainly confirms the 
popularity of the lake. 
  The Hamlin Lake Preservation Society has been active in improving the 
quality of Hamlin Lake. 
  The Admiral Point Erosion Control Project located on the road end of 
Duneview Drive is nearing completion. This project placed concrete planks 
and rock to stop the erosion at the road ending while providing reasonable 
access to the lake. This project did not create a deep water boat launch. 
The permit obtained for this project did not allow dredging. There is no in-
tent to use this site to launch large boats. There is inadequate turning radius for trailered boats. The complet-
ed project will stabilize the shoreline and prevent sediment from entering the lake while providing traditional 
access. HLPS funded this project. 
  Other shoreline projects on Hamlin Lake that HLPS has been involved in include: The completion of a much 
improved launch site at Victory Township Park on Upper Hamlin Lake, Working with the Mason County Road 
Commission to eliminate a sediment issue on the north end of Dennis Road in Grant Township, and Working 
with the US Forest Service to restore signage and road barriers to protect erosion sensitive areas along the 
north side of the Hamlin Marsh. 
  HLPS will be providing trash containers at access sites as we have in the past. We also have fishing line 
containers at the access sites. David Windsor is maintaining the fishing line collection containers and encour-
ages anglers to put any line they have in the containers. Discarded fishing line harms birds and mammals.  
  We will participate in a 2016 Swimmers Itch Survey with Oakland University. There are 15 lakes in Michigan 
participating in this survey to learn about the cause and possible ways to reduce swimmers itch. We have 
heard from those swimming in Hamlin Lake that swimmers itch is an issue that should be addressed. Ginny 
Hluchan is chairman of this committee. 
  We are moving forward on updating the Hamlin Lake Watershed Management Plan. Peggy Haverburg is 
chairman of the committee and she is making progress. We now have 30 signatory partners supporting the 
updating of the Hamlin Lake Watershed Management Plan. Signatory partners are government units, busi-
nesses, and organizations within the watershed. 
  We are working with Vicki Sawicki of the North Country Cooperating Invasive Management Area. The threat 
of invasive species and their impact upon the Hamlin Lake Watershed is a major concern. Visit the website; 
MISIN for a very good overview of invasive species threatening the quality of the  
watershed. 

Continued on page 3 
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All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    
the opinions of the 

 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 

Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  

by the  
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  

P.O. Box 178  
Ludington, MI  49431 

 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 
Hamlin Lake. 

 
 
 
 

Your contributions to this 
newsletter are welcome! 

 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Wayne Andersen, 

President, 

andersenwayne@gmail.com  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

Ludington MI  49431 

COMMITTEES 
 

Mailings—Kathy McGill 

Membership– Gin Hluchan, Jim 

Clark 

Newsletter—Wayne Disegna  

 Karen Disegna 

Special Events— Ruth Crompton 

Fish—Wayne Andersen 

Water Quality—Lynn Hoepfinger, 

 Wayne Disegna, Joe Muzzo 

Memorials—- Kathy McGill 

Watershed Plan  - Peggy Haverberg 

 

DIRECTORS 
 

Jim Clark 

Lynn Hoepfinger 

Alison Puffer 

Wayne Andersen 

Mark Otto 

Gin Hluchan 

Kent Gage 

Joe Muzzo 

Peggy Haverberg 

HLPS has a website thanks to 

Jim Clark . 

  Take a look at 

www.hamlinlakepreservation.org 
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  This is an off year of walleye being planted in Hamlin Lake. By plan Hamlin Lake is not 
planted with walleye every year. The Mason County Walleye Association is raising walleye which the Michi-
gan DNR Fisheries will plant in other lakes in Northwest Michigan. The walleye fishing in Hamlin Lake has 
become a very viable fishery. 
  HLPS has contributed $500 to the Mason County Hazardous Waste Collection this year. This program is 
well established and has safely removed tons of hazardous waste from Mason County. These chemicals and 
other hazardous materials if improperly disposed are a threat to the water quality of Hamlin Lake. 
  The HLPS Board of Directors appreciates your support and input in preserving the quality of Hamlin Lake. 
Please consider joining us at the Annual Meeting on June 24th at the Hamlin Township Hall. 
Best Regards 
Wayne Andersen, President 
 

Continued from page 1 

CLMP RESULTS 

See the accompanying graphs for an update on the Cooperative Lake Monitoring Pro-
gram.   Hamlin Lake data is shown for water clarity (Secchi Disc), chlorophyll, oxygen/
temperature profiles and phosphorus for the past 14 or more years.  Phosphorus and 
chlorophyll samples were taken and sent to the MDEQ for analysis.  Secchi and oxygen/
temperature readings were obtained directly by HLPS members.  
 
Water clarity has been decreasing and phosphorus levels have been increasing in both 
the upper and lower lakes.  This is an indicator of "lake aging," although a reduction in 
water clarity can also be attributed to a reduction in zebra mussel populations.   Chloro-
phyll levels (directly related to algae growth) have been increasing in the upper lake while 
they have slightly decreased in the lower lake.  Comments in the accompanying report 
state that the upper lake is trending toward a eutrophic classification where the lower lake 
is in a  mesotrophic classification. 
 
For a refresher on classification, here are some lake definitions. 
Oligotrophic:  Deep, clear and often cold with little plant growth. 
Mesotrophic:  A lake transitioning from oligotrophic to eutrophic. 
Eutrophic:  Generally shallow and turbid with a lot of plant growth. 

Hypereutrophic.  Excessive plant and algae growth and low oxygen. 
 
All lakes undergo an aging process (eutrophication.)  This is caused by an increase in nutrients and sedimen-
tation.  Human activities greatly speed up this process. 
 
Hundreds of samples and measurements were taken to get this data.  Kudos go to the sampling team of 
Wayne Disegna, Keith Crompton, Bruce Richardson, Peggy and Bob Haverberg, Jim Clark and Lynn Hoep-
finger. 
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HLPS Dates to Remember 

Annual Dinner Meeting 
Friday June 24th 
Hamlin Twp. Hall 

Cost $15.00 per person 
Coffee & soft Drinks  

Provided 
B.Y.O.B. 

Appetizers @ 5:30pm 
Dinner @ 6:30pm 

Important Hamlin Township Dates 
 

Clean-Up Day 
June 18, 2016  

 8 am - 12:00 noon.  
Voucher required.  

Will be available in May 2016.  
 

Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day 
August 15, 2016 

9 am - 3 pm  
at the Mason County Road Commission, Scottville, MI.  

Free to Hamlin Twp. residents.  
Be prepared to show ID. 

 
2016 Tire Recycling  

will be scheduled in August 2016.  
Voucher required 

 will be available in June 2016.  
Residents can bring up to 10 tires with or without rims.  
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We’re sorry!! 
Leap Year caught us. 

 
The HLPS Fireworks Display 

is 
Saturday July 2nd 

 

Not Friday 

 

Currents Deadline  
Oct. 13th  2016 

Check out the Hamlin Lake Historic Fishing 
Cottage at 
White Pine Village.  
 

Help!! 
 

The interior of the cottage is being worked on 
and there is a need for old fishing lures and 
fishing equipment along with their stories. If 
you have any items to donate please send 
them directly to White Pine Village. 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s  Report 

 2016 

 

 Jan-2016       
Balance  Deposits  Disburs.   

 58,512.23 26,732.00 (9,812.28)  75,431.95 

      

 Membership Dues*  0.00 6540.00 0.00  6540.00 

      

 Riparian Mag. Subscrip.  12.00  636.00 0.00  648.00  

      

 CONTRIBUTIONS:       

 General Fund  26,187.69 2,418.00 (4,212.52)  24,393.17 

Hamlin Lake Association 7,215.71    7,215.71 

      

 Fish Fund (Walleye) 85.00 2,674.00   2,759.00 

      

 Water Quality  4,082.18 2,929.00 (599.76)  6,411.42 
      

 Fireworks  11,871.69 10,671.00 (5,000.00)  17,542.69 

      

      

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52  0.00 0.00   2,623.52  

 (Land Purchase)  1,000.00  0.00 0.00   1,000.00  

      

Memorials 1,330.00 170.00   1,500.00 

      

Historic Cottage 4,066.00 694.00 0.00  4,760.00 

      

Sailing 38.44 0.00 0.00   38.44  

      

     75,431.95 

WEST SHORE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 

  Maturity  Issue Interest June 2013 

  Date Value   

#90107 (interest=.55%) 8/24/16 8,246.26 145.79 8,392.05 

#92039 (interest=.3%) 5/23/16 10,143.91 115.01 10,258.92 

#92040 (interest= .3%) 5/23/16 18,145.71 205.73 18,351.44 

     37,002.41 

   PO ACCT.   May 2016 327.23 
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HLPS Board of Directors 
Minutes of May 17th, 2016 Meeting 

 
Meeting started @ 7:00pm @ Hamlin Township Hall 
Present: Bruce Pelletier, Ruth Crompton, Lynn Hoepfinger,Wayne Disegna, Joe Muzzo, Wayne Andersen, 
Kent Gage, Peggy Haverberg, Mark Otto, and Alison Puffer, Kathy McGill, Ginny Hluchan, and Joe Muzzo. 
Guest: David Windsor 
 
Committee Reports 
Secretary—Last meeting minutes approved. 
 
Treasurer/Membership Report: - Major expense items:  the Oakland University swimmers itch survey, 
MLSA water testing for 2016,Zambelli Fireworks, and the Mason County Conservation District hazardous 
waste program. 
Report accepted. 
 
Projects: 
Hamlin Lake Fireworks: The date for the fireworks is July 2nd with the rain date being July 3rd. 
 
Hamlin Lake Watershed Management Plan: GIF license applied for.                                               Dr. Rick 
Redalski will be the speaker at the annual meeting in June. His areas of expertise are invasive species and 
how to control them in order to improve the water quality of a lake and its water shed. 
Dr. Al Henning has volunteered to help on the Watershed Management Plan Committee. A major concern of 
his is the Sargent Sand mining operation.  
       To date, 30 some odd groups have signed the partnership agreement in our area. The Forest Service will 
help but can not sign the agreement. The Mason Lake Conservation District Board will not sign because the 
goals may conflict with the agricultural interests in the district. 
Resort owners and business owners on the lower lake need to be contacted. Wayne D agreed to help. 
Wayne A will provide information. 
 
2016 Swimmer’s Itch Survey: A group of volunteers for the sampling program has been established. A 
training program for them will be done in June. Testing will begin in July and run till August. 
 
Board Vacancy: Dick Todd has resigned from the HLPS Board. 
 
Scholarship Proposal: It was decided that we would continue to give a $1000.00 scholarship to a WSCC 
student who is taking environmental courses and is recommended by one of the instructors. Additional funds 
will be available for persons who are working on lake projects.  
 
Admiral Point Erosion Control Project: The road end improvement project is scheduled to be completed 
no later than May 25th. 
 
Annual Dinner Meeting: Peggy will firm up the speaker for the dinner. Pere Marquette Catering will 
provide the meal which will include pre-dinner snacks and coffee and soft drinks. Cost will remain at $15.00/ 
person. Wayne A and Wayne D plus Ginny will help set up for the dinner. Alison and Karen D will collect the 
money at the door. 
 
USFS Partnership: Wayne A, Kent, and Peggy helped clean up the Nurnberg road end for the USFS. 
The USFS has closed the road leading to the Hamlin Lake marsh and has posted no camping signs. 
 
Other Business 
 
HLPS Membership: Ginny will have an article for the Currents explaining the membership form and 
when the membership begins and ends. 
 
Bulletin Boards at lake access sites: Plans are to have a large map of the Hamlin Lake area that will 
show businesses, points of interest, and launch sites. The map will also have emer-
gency phone numbers.               Continued on page 10 
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Big Sable River Update – Spring 2016 

   
Spring is very much in evidence on the Big Sable. The water level on the river 
this spring has been very stable. The river didn’t experience excessively high 
water during the annual snow melt and spring rains. 
  The Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee has been busy with some 
projects.  
  Site #28 located below Schoenherr Bridge on USFS Property has been com-
pleted with the exception of some trees and shrubbery to be planted in the 
spring of 2017 by the Forest Service. 
  On April 30th volunteers planted white pine, oak and red osier dogwood 
seedlings on an erosion site located down stream of Stephens Road. 
  On May 10th volunteers scatter planted 8,000 Gilchrist Strain Brown Trout 
delivered to the Big Sable by Michigan Department of Natural Resources Fisheries. The fingerlings were transported 
down the river in float boxes and dispersed in the river from Schoenherr Road to US-31. 
  On May 14th volunteers gathered to conduct the annual macro invertebrate survey. Two sites are being surveyed an-
nually. The site directly upstream of US-31 Bridge is surveyed as well as a site below Stephens Road. This is the third 
year of the macro invertebrate survey. The species and density of the species is a recognized indication of the overall 
health of the river. 
  Our major project on the Big Sable River in 2016 will be the addition of large woody debris structures placed in the river 
from US-31 downstream to LaSalle Road. At this time funding has been secured and  land owner agreements have been 
obtained. We are now applying for the required permit from the MDEQ. Conservation Resource Alliance is leading this 
project. We are hopeful the installation of the structures will begin late summer and be completed early fall of this year. 
  It should also be noted that in 2017 the Mason County Road Commission plans on replacing the Stephens Road 
Bridge. This project will close the road for 2 ½ to 3 months. The new bridge will have a wider span than the existing 
bridge. 
  Thank you for your support and concern for the preservation and enhancement of the Big Sable River. Feel free to con-
tact me with questions, suggestions or concerns regarding the Big Sable River. 
 
Wayne Andersen, Chairman 
Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee 
 

 
 
Bulletin Boards at lake access sites: Plans are to have a large map of the Hamlin Lake area that will 
show businesses, points of interest, and launch sites. The map will also have emergency phone numbers. 
 
Memorial Donation: A letter was received from Mr. Collins wanting to give a gift in honor of his father. 
He has several questions concerning stipulations to the gift. Bruce will respond to the letter. 
 
Nominating Committee: Ruth Crompton and Joe Muzzo were appointed to the committee. 
  
Currents deadline is Oct. 13th 
Next Meeting is Tues. July 12th 
6:30 pm @ Hamlin Township Hall 
Meeting adjourned 9:20pm 

Continued from page 9 
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This document serves as a partnership agreement between 
various individuals, interest groups, non-profit organizations, 
private businesses, units of government and others that are 
interested in the future of the Hamlin Lake Watershed. 
It does not convey any specific responsibilities to those sign-
ing this agreement other than a commitment to participate to 
the best of their efforts in the development of a Hamlin Lake 
Watershed Management Plan. 
The undersigned believe that the health of the Hamlin Lake 
Watershed is critical to the well-being and economic health 
of the area and that a plan should be created to ensure the 
wise use and management of the watershed – now and for future generations. 
Accordingly, those signing this agreement support the following: 

The development and implementation of a Hamlin Lake Watershed Management Plan through 
an open, inclusive process that includes representation of all interests in the watershed.  The 
Plan should be a living document that is updated and modified as circumstances warrant.  
The Plan should involve area citizens; year round and seasonal residents and youth;  
schools, community colleges and universities; riparian owners; landowner associations; busi-
nesses and business groups; agriculture; all forms of government; including Tribal govern-
ment; citizens and civic groups; students of all ages; recreators; conservation organizations 
and others. 

The Hamlin Lake Watershed Plan should aid the community in managing the wise use of the nat-
ural, cultural, historical, social and economic resources to sustain a healthy, thriving water-
shed. 

The Hamlin Lake Watershed Management Plan should include consideration for sustained imple-
mentation and implementation funding, including the development of an endowment to sup-
port Plan implementation for generations to come. 

Background Information 
The Hamlin Lake Watershed  drains 178 square miles in Mason and Lake Counties.  The Hamlin 
Lake Watershed  originates from Sauble Lakes in western Lake County. The Hamlin Lake Water-
shed is nearly 23 times larger than the lake itself. From the four Sauble Lakes the Big Sable River 
flows 24 miles into Hamlin Lake. Hamlin Lake is a 4,990 acre lake divided into upper and lower lakes 
at the narrows. The outlet of Hamlin Lake into Lake Michigan is down stream of the dam located on 
the southwest side of the lower lake. 
Phase 1 - Determination of Community Support 

HLPS is in the process of up dating the Hamlin Lake watershed plan and the first phase is to 
determine the community support for this project. 
The above information is the first page of a partnership agreement that we are asking groups 
and business to sign to show their support for the program. If you are a member of a group 
or work for or own a business and would like to show support, please contact Wayne Ander-
sen. His number is 231-843-4168. There is no cost involved and also no time commitment in-
volved.  
Please become a partner today. 

Hamlin Lake Watershed Management Plan 

So What’s Going On?? 
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