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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Spring 2015 

Changes Coming for Fireworks 2015 

 

The Hamlin Lake display by tradition has been held on the Saturday 
closest to the 4th of July for many years.  This year the show will be 
Friday, July 3, 2015.  Our pyro crew is already committed to a 
show at Silver Lake on Saturday.  There are larger, competing shows 
in Ludington and Manistee on July 4 stretching fire department and 
sheriff department resources. 
 
Our second tradition is also challenged.  Members direct donations 
beyond the $20 annual renewal to fund our various programs.  This 

year the amount directed toward the fireworks fund was lower than usual.  We contract for the fol-
lowing year show based on donations received by the end of December.  This year will be a good 
show, but about 30% smaller with fewer large, spectacular (i.e., super expensive) shells. 
 
We don’t know why fewer people contributed to the HLPS Fireworks Show. Some hypotheses-- 
 *Donors get complacent when the same event is put on year after year; HLPS has    
   taken the lead for more than 25 years. 
 *Now that larger fireworks can be purchased legally many families are spending       
the dollars that used to go to our lake’s community-wide display on their own family shoot. 
 *There is more competition for funds.  The local Jaycees, for example, work hard  to fund 
the Ludington fireworks and many businesses and individuals are tapped there. 
 *Several significant sources of funds have disappeared. The Hamlin Fire Department no 
longer does a pig roast; the Ice Cream Social ran out of volun-
teers; and persons who went door-to-door (or campsite- to-
campsite) no longer collect for the cause. 
 
Please share your own analysis.  The HLPS Board will need to 
make some difficult decisions and the views of our membership 
are always valuable at such times. 
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President, Bruce Pelletier  

rb_pelletier@charter.net 

Vice President, Ruth Crompton 

rkcromp@msn.com 

Recording Secretary, Wayne Disegna 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

Treasurer, Kathy McGill 

kmcgill@lenzinsurance.com 

  

 

All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    
the opinions of the 

 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 
Hamlin Lake Currents  

is published three times-a-year  
by the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  
P.O. Box 178  

Ludington, MI  49431 
 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 
history, and activities pertaining to 

Hamlin Lake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your contributions to this 
newsletter are welcome! 

 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 
Transfer Facility on Dewey 

Road 
 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 
9 A.M.—5 P.M. 

 
SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Bruce Pelletier, President, 

rb_pelletier@charter.net  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

Ludington MI  49431 

COMMITTEES 
 

Government Relations—Norval   

                                     Stephens 

Mailings—Kathy McGill 

Membership– Gin Hluchan, Jim 

Clark 

Newsletter—Wayne Disegna  

 Karen Disegna 

Special Events— Ruth Crompton 

Fish—Wayne Andersen, Dick Todd 

Water Quality—Lynn Hoepfinger, 

 Wayne Disegna, Joe Muzzo 

Memorials—- Kathy McGill 

 

DIRECTORS 
 

Jim Clark 

Lynn Hoepfinger 

Alison Puffer 

Wayne Andersen 

Mark Otto 

Dick Todd 

Gin Hluchan 

Kent Gage 

Joe Muzzo 

HLPS has a website thanks to 

Jim Clark . 

  Take a look at 

www.hamlinlakepreservation.org 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  
  
Here we are, fast approaching the middle of February and the lake is covered under a deep layer of 
ice and snow.  While this winter hasn’t been as bad as last, it’s still hard to think about the ap-
proaching summer season with its marvelous swimming and boating activities.  I have been giving a 
lot of thought to our annual HLPS Fireworks display.  Few HLPS members probably realize my 
close connection with the Hamlin Lake Fireworks.  I have actually been involved with the fireworks 
for more than 20 years, helping with the ordering and assisting the pyrotechnics team to set up and 
fire the display from Camp Douglas Smith.  When I began, our displays were fired from Indian Pete 
Bayou, and then later on, from Barnhart’s Marina.  I wonder how many remember our somewhat 
misguided efforts at shooting the display from a barge in the middle of Hamlin Lake.  It’s a lot of 
work, but also a lot of fun.  We do this mostly as a labor of love and for the enjoyment of the Grant 
Township Fire Department picnic.  It was through fireworks that I first became affiliated with the 
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society.  Years ago, at the conclusion of one of our Hamlin displays, I 
asked one of the assisting HLPS Board members if they knew anything about the lake’s water quali-
ty.  I inadvertently mentioned that I was a frequent user of the lake and also a limnologist (one who 
studies fresh water ecosystems).   In retrospect, this was probably not one of my smarter moves.  I 
was soon asked to join the HLPS Board of Directors and its associated water quality committee.   
But that’s a story for another time. 
 

My point is that Hamlin Lake has had a long history of sponsoring one of the best fireworks displays 
in West Michigan.  I know of no other display that features such a fantastic sound reverberation 
when shell charges echo off the surrounding hills of our lake.  This is our show; not one that’s held 
for the hordes of tourists who flock to City beach on the Fourth of July.  We do this for the residents 
and guests of Hamlin Lake and I’m proud of that!   Sadly though, this year we have started to see a 
decline in funding for this event.   In past years, we’ve always had ample donations by the end of 
December to fully fund our display.  This year, we were $3,000 short of that amount.  If not for the 
generosity of a few late donors who were sympathetic to our shortfall, this year’s display might have 
been in jeopardy.     
 

To all those who have so generously donated to the fireworks fund over the past years, I offer my 
very heart felt gratitude.  To those wondering whether or not to contribute to this display in the fu-
ture, I can only say that it has been one of our most popular events.  Residents and guests look for-
ward to it each year.   Pleased not let it become “an event that we used to do.”  This year, consider 
making a donation to our July, 2016 display.   
Above all, as the President of HLPS, I want to thank everyone for your continued support of Hamlin 
Lake.  Have a safe winter and we’ll look forward to seeing you out on the water this summer.     
 

Bruce Pelletier 
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Victory Township awarded the contract to replace the existing boat launch 
and expand the parking area at Victory Township Park on Upper Hamlin 
Lake to Sunshine Outdoor Services. The contract was awarded in early 
November. The contractor started work when unfortunately the winter like 
weather arrived and made it impossible to continue work until spring ar-
rives. 
 
The sand and gravel required to expand the parking area has been stock 
piled at the park in the existing parking area. This is an important step to 
have completed before road restrictions are implemented in the spring. As 

soon as weather allows the existing boat launch will be removed. A new boat launch 24 feet wide 
with a 4 foot wide removable dock will be installed in the same location. The existing parking area for 
single vehicles and for vehicles with boat trailers will be expanded and elevations modified to stop 
sediment erosion into the lake. 
 
This improvement at Victory Township Park will insure those using this launch site will have a safe 
launch site on Upper Hamlin Lake. Victory Township is very appreciative of the $5,000 in financial 
support that the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society has donated to this project. 

 

Victory Twp. Park Update 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Memorials for 2014 

Leon Avedisian 
By Alice Avedisian 

 

 Fred & Mildred Benseman 
By David & Sally Dierks and Ginny Hluchan 

 

Jeffrey Dorrell 
By Steve & Pat Jackson 

 

Janet Henning 
By Carol B. Muller & Albert K. Henning 

 

Carol B. Hittle 
By Max Hittle 

 

Ruth McLean 
By Dave & Donna Belfus 

 

Ray & Neoma Purtell 
By Jack Purtell 

 

John L. Stephens 
By Bruce & Virginia Terlep 

 

James B. Storm 
 

By Vance & Bonnie Henretty 

Judy Thorp 
By Hamlin Lake Preservation Society, Eclectics Book Club, 

William & Patricia Sharp 
Les & Reva Varner, Ted & Carol Parkinson, Robert & Doris 

King 
Don & Judy Janish, Phyllis Cox, Janet Way, Jim & Marcia 

Dewey 
Diane Bireescu, Gregory & Joan Sargent 

 

Wilson Hill Park 
In Memory of Jeff & Susan Austin 

By Robert & Kay Neal, Tom & Jackie Lane, Martin & Gloria 
Anderson 

Ted & Linda Leibole, Richard & Beveral Hatala, Patrick & 
Barbara Barcelli 

Lynn & Nancy Pontz, William Bell & Lillane Thomas 
Dr. William & Anna Anderson, Norma Koeppe 

Nicholas Golio Sr & Mary Chaplin-Golio 
Susan Hodde Trust, G Hodde & L Hodde-Jones 

Robert & Vera Bell, Patti Linenfelter – USTA Inc. 
Kenneth & Janic Walterick, Thomas Page 

LE & Tamara Brand 
Ludington Property Management 

D. & A. Boulee, David & Ruth Irwin 
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VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 

What is a sailor to do in the winter?  Especially this 
cold winter?  Well, think about those great lazy days 
last summer, when an afternoon doing a lazy down-
wind sail along the north shore of the Upper Lake was 
just perfect.  A new pier here, new addition there, and 
a dog just sunning as I swept slowing by. 
 
What is a sailor to do in the winter?  Sure, the Sydney 
to Hobart race is in the news, but just too far away for 
me to get too interested.  Here is a race that all too fre-
quently runs into foul weather and loses a sailor, or 
forces a boat to heave too to save itself.  Not much 
vicarious fun there. 

 
What is a sailor to do in the winter?  Remember the sleek hull of my Laser hung from the rafters 
of our boathouse.   Did I remember to put mothballs in the cockpit to deter unwanted visitors?  Of 
course, I did.  I rechecked.  And I have a metal-to-metal link from the ring in the sling to the ring 
in chain from the rafter:  no rope or knot to depend on. 
 
What is a sailor to do in the winter?  One of the best memories is of the friends on the Lake that I 
never would have met if we did not have those races every weekend.  
Sure, I check in to see how the ice is and if there was any ice fishing this winter.  There was.  A 
friend whose family is in Sunset Bay sent me a 
photo of the shanty in front of him but with just 
enough of the north shore to see our boathouse 
across that sea of white.  And, even if we are in 
Florida as I write this, my mind and my memories 
go back to Hamlin Lake where I have been every 
summer of my life but one when I was in Korea in 
the Marine Corps and two when we lived in Eng-
land.  I will be there again this year.  That is my 
view from the cockpit. 

 

Think 
 

Spring!! 
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  What an enjoyable winter this has been. Now that we have the winter of 2014 to compare all future winters 
to, this winter has been an easy winter to endure. This winter I have been able to canoe each month along 
with spending time steelhead fishing on local rivers. 2014 was a very active year for the Big Sable Water-
shed Restoration Committee and I look forward to 2015 being another year that we can restore and enhance 
the quality of the Big Sable River.   

  Water levels have been stable since the extreme high water event of spring 2014. The high water level of 
this flood event did push a significant amount of wood out of the river and into the flood plain. This is wood 
that the river needs to maintain a healthy environment for the inhabitants of the river. I would like to encour-
age anyone using the river to refrain from removing wood from the river or trimming brush hanging in the 
river or on the bank. This material provides critical habitat for aquatic organisms, fish and wildlife. Trimming 
wood for safe passage is acceptable and encouraged. Typically safe passage is considered to be no more 
than 6’ wide. 

  In late April we will conduct a macro invertebrate survey at the locations surveyed in 2014. 2014 was our 
initial survey and we will continue to survey the same locations and possibly add new locations. Macro Inver-
tebrate Surveys are considered to be a good indicator of the health of a river and over a period of years will 
indicate trends in the overall health of the river.  Hopefully we will have high school students participate in 
the survey as they did last year. 

  I am assuming the Big Sable will receive 8,000 brown trout to be planted at the same locations as past 
years. This will be the eleventh year that our group of volunteers have scatter planted the trout which has 
significantly improved survival and dispersal of the fingerlings delivered by the MDNR Fisheries Division. 

  We have 3 stream projects planned for 2015. We will plant trees and shrubbery and install 2 structures at 
Site #28 on USFS property located down stream of  Schoenherr Road. We also plan to repair the eroding 
stream bank located down stream of Stephens Road on the north bank.  Our major in stream habitat work 
will be from below US-31 to LaSalle Road. This project is currently being planned. We have floated the river 
and developed a scope of work. Chris Pierce is the Conservation Resource Alliance Biologist leading this 
project. We have contacted a majority of the riparian owners in the project area and have received positive 
feedback. This project will mimic the work immediately upstream that was completed in 2014.  Funding for 
this project will determine the number of structures we are able to install. Contributors to date funding this 
project are Pine River Area Trout Unlimited ($5,000), John Broderick Memorial Canoe Sale ($3,250), Mason 
County Fin & Feather Club ($1,000) and some monies in the Big Sable Working Fund. Chris Pierce is seek-
ing other grant opportunities. We are always open to donations from individuals who enjoy the river. Contact 
Conservation Resource Alliance or myself to donate. 

  We will continue to monitor water quality of the river and 
some tributaries working with the Hamlin Lake Preserva-
tion Society. Water monitoring in 2014 revealed some ele-
vated phosphorous levels in the Lower Big Sable with Da-
vis Creek, Freeman Creek and Dennis Creek being 
sources of concern. 

  In closing I would like to thank the John Broderick Family 
for their donation of the 1964 Old Town Antique Canoe. 
This canoe was sold for $3,250. This money will be invest-
ed in the Big Sable River as John wished. Meeting people 
like John Broderick is an honor and a memory to be treas-
ured. 

   

Big Sable River Watershed Report 

Continued on page 7 
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Our Spring Meeting will be Friday, 04/24/2015, 12:00 pm, Meade Township Hall located on Freesoil Road. 
Please consider joining us for this meeting. Take some time to enjoy the natural resources and scenic beau-
ty that we are so blessed with in this area. Feel free to contact me if you have comments, concerns or obser-
vations on the Big Sable River or Hamlin Lake. 

Wayne Andersen, Chairman 

Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee 

 

Continued from page 6 

Dates to Remember 

Annual Dinner Meeting 
 

(New for 2015) 
 

June 26th 
 

Hamlin Twp. Hall HLPS Fireworks 
Display 

 
Friday July 3rd 

 
Next HLPS Board Meeting 

May 19th 
7:00pm Hamlin Twp Hall 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s  Report 

 Year End 2014 

 

 Jan-2014        
Balance  Deposits  Disburs.   

 57415.97 20376.00 (37462.46)  40329.51 

      

 Membership Dues*  0.00 5100.00 0.00  5100.00 

      

 Riparian Mag. Subscrip.  193.00  456.00   649.00  

      

 CONTRIBUTIONS:       

 General Fund  32231.18 2454.00 (14861.50)  19823.68 

      

 Fish Fund  (Walleye Assoc) 1106.09 1739.00 (2845.09)   0 

    .      

      

 Water Quality  5655.05 2087.00 (6755.87)  986.18 

      

 Fireworks  8559.69 6229.00 (9000.00)  5788.69 

      

      

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52  0.00 0.00   2,623.52  

 (Land Purchase)  1,000.00  0.00 0.00   1,000.00  

      

Memorials 0.00 130.00   130.00 

Judy Throp  Memorial Fund  1130.00   1130.00 

Historic Cottage 6009.00 1051.00 (4000.00)  3060.00 

      

Sailing 38.44 0.00 0.00   38.44  

      

     40329.51 

  Maturity  Issue Interest June 2013 

  Date Value   

#90107 (interest=.55%) 8/24/13 8246.26 114.28 8360.54 

#92039 (interest=.3%) 5/23/13 10143.91 89.31 10233.22 

#92040 (interest= .3%) 5/23/13 18145.71 159.76 18305.47 

     36899.23 

   PO ACCT.   Aug. 2014 220.91 

WEST SHORE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
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Don’t forget 
 

To 
  

Renew  
 

Your Membership 
 
 

(The form is on the other side of this page) 
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Membership for 2015 

 
Name(s) of Members: ____________________________________________________  
 

Name of Business (if any): _________________________________  
 

Primary Address (used for Fall, Winter and Spring mailings):  
Street: _______________________________  
 

City:_________________________________ State___ Zip __________-_____  
 
Phone(s): ______________ E-mails:__________________________________________  
 

Lake Address (used for Summer mailings when possible):  
Street: _______________________________  
 
City:_________________________________ State___ Zip __________-_____  
 
Phone(s): ________________________________________________________  
 
Can this Lake Address receive the Summer mailings?  
(___)yes  
(___)no  
Is this riparian (waterfront) property?  
(___)yes  
(___)no  

Annual Membership Dues  
$20.00  

Optional Contributions:  
General Fund                                                 $__________  

Riparian Magazine Subscription, $12.00       $__________  

Fish Fund (Walleye)                                       $__________  

Water Quality Projects                                   $__________  

Hamlin Lake Fireworks                                $__________  

Historic Hamlin Cottage Preservation            $__________  

Memorial in memory of:  
 

Person to notify (specify street or e-mail address):  
 
 
 
 

Suggested use of gift (specify either one of the above funds/projects or a suggested 
use):  
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Scenes of Winter  
At Hamlin Lake 
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