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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Summer 2014 

 

Victory Township continues to progress on im-
provements to Victory Township Park on upper 
Hamlin Lake. Currently a new steel seawall is 
being installed in front of the existing wood 
sheet piling that is structurally failing.  
The existing boat launch has been repaired 
after becoming unusable from winter’s effects 
on the an old structure. The permit application 
is being submitted to the MDEQ to install a 
new boat launch. The new launch will be sig-
nificantly larger (20’ wide x 25’ long). The ex-
isting boat launch will be converted into a soft 
launch site to accommodate canoes and kay-
aks.  
The parking area will be enlarged to accom-
modate more vehicles with trailers and single 
vehicle parking. 
Improvements in recent years at the park 
have included a hiking trail system, lakeside 
benches, grills and picnic tables at the pavil-
ion.  
This park provides an excellent view of up-
per Hamlin Lake. The area is frequented by 
those interested in seeing a diverse popula-
tion of birds. Eagles are a common site . 
It is very gratifying to see Victory Township 
continue to restore and improve this public 
park. 

Update Victory Park Improvements!! 
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OFFICERS 

President, Bruce Pelletier  

rb_pelletier@charter.net 

Vice President, Ruth Crompton 

rkcromp@msn.com 

Recording Secretary, Wayne Disegna 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

Treasurer, Kathy McGill 

kmcgill@lenzinsurance.com 

  

 

All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    
the opinions of the 

 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 

Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  

by the  
Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  

P.O. Box 178  
Ludington, MI  49431 

 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 
Hamlin Lake. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Your contributions to this 
newsletter are welcome! 

 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Bruce Pelletier, President, 

rb_pelletier@charter.net  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

Ludington MI  49431 

COMMITTEES 
 

Government Relations—Norval   

                                     Stephens 

Mailings—Kathy McGill 

Membership– Gin Hluchan, Jim 

Clark 

Newsletter—Wayne Disegna  

 Karen Disegna 

Special Events— Ruth Crompton 

Fish—Wayne Andersen, Dick Todd 

Water Quality—Lynn Hoepfinger, 

 Wayne Disegna 

Memorials—- Kathy McGill 

 

DIRECTORS 
 

Jim Clark 

Lynn Hoepfinger 

Alison Puffer 

Wayne Andersen 

Mark Otto 

Dick Todd 

Gin Hluchan 

Kent Gage 

 

HLPS has a website thanks to 

Jim Clark . 

  Take a look at 

www.hamlinlakepreservation.org 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  

I can’t believe that our long winter is finally over on Hamlin Lake 
and that the water level has now reached its summer norm.  
Wow!  I thought warm weather would never get here, but it cer-
tainly has been slow in coming.   
First, I want to welcome back all our summer residents and the 
snowbirds that were fortunate enough to go south, avoiding this 
winter’s unpleasant weather.  As I get older and start contem-
plating retirement, I look forward to “someday” joining that group.  
Fortunately, our water quality committee has not been slow to 
resume its seasonal sampling activities.  Board Member, Wayne 
Anderson, collected a round of lake water samples (Sable River 
inlet and State Park outlet) soon after ice-out and also from nu-
merous tributary streams flowing into the upper lake.   He also 
conducted sampling of these same areas immediately after our 3” rainfall in mid-April; this to evalu-
ate the effects, if any, that the heavy rains had on nutrient loading to the lake.  Another round of 
samples was also collected in May by committee member Lynn Hoepfinger, working with riparian 
owner/volunteer Joe Muzzo and myself. 
One of the questions our Board is often asked by our members is, “why isn’t HLPS doing more to 
control the aquatic weed and algae problems of the lake?  After all, you are the Hamlin Lake Preser-
vation Society”.   This is a difficult question to answer.  I know our Board members sometimes lose 
sleep at night mulling this problem over in their heads.  The fact is that HLPS was formed as an or-
ganization charged with the responsibility of investigating issues that directly influence our lake, 
both from a positive and negative perspective.  Our primary purpose is to support activities that help 
promote, protect, and preserve the long term aesthetic beauty of our lake.  Because of this, we tend 
to participate in projects that require investigation, problem identification and education rather than 
those requiring extensive and/or repetitive remediation efforts.   We are therefore more inclined to 
support a weed or algae treatment project involving new or emerging technology that may be more 
effective, than one that requires routine chemical treatment or weed harvesting of a bay or bayou.   
From an educational perspective, all HLPS members and riparian owners will benefit from the find-
ings of such an investigative study.  A project requiring remedial action, on the other hand, can be 
very costly and would require the services of a lake management contractor(s).  The Hamlin Town-
ship Lake board would have to take the lead in such activities and reactivate its taxing authority.  A 
remediation project using aluminum sulfate to bind up nutrient rich bottom sediments was conduct-
ed several years ago in Grand Haven’s Spring Lake at a total cost of $1.3 million.  It was said to be 
effective, but will probably need to be repeated again in the next few years.  
In my opinion, HLPS is a very active and productive organization that understands its mission and 
serves its members well.  Obviously, we can’t do everything everyone would like.  As a volunteer 
organization, I am proud of our past accomplishments and of what we hope to accomplish in the fu-
ture.   I am also proud of the members of our Board of Directors, the energy they bring to help pro-
tect our lake, and their willingness to work together for what they believe in.  Like any diverse group 
of talented people, we don’t always agree on every topic, but we do respect each other’s opinions 
and value their contribution.   I am also grateful for the HLPS members who help out with the water 
quality study.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 
Your HLPS President, 

Bruce Pelletier 
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Hamlin Township Clean-Up Day 
 

Saturday June 21, 2014 from 8:00 am – 12:00 noon at the Hamlin Township Transfer Site W. 
Dewey Rd. 

Hamlin Township property owners must secure a FREE voucher from the Hamlin Township Offices 
prior to June 20th ,2014. 

 
 

Hamlin Township Tire Recycling Collection  
 

Saturday August 2nd, 2014 from 8:00 am to 12:00 noon at the Hamlin Township Transfer Site 
on W. Dewey Rd. 

Hamlin Township property owners must secure a FREE voucher from the Hamlin Township Offices 
prior to August 1st, 2014. 

Property owner may bring up to 10 tires, any size, with a signed voucher. 
Tires will also be accepted on the following dates if a voucher has already been obtained 

Monday July28th & Wednesday July 30th, 2014 from 9:00 am,  – 12:00 noon. 
 
 

Clean Sweep 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Day 

Saturday August 16th from 9:00am – 2:00pm 
At the Mason County Road Commission in Scottville, MI. 

The service is free to Hamlin Township Property Owners. 
Please be prepared to show an ID. No voucher is required. 

Old unwanted, out of date or unusable pesticides can be dropped off along with cleaners, paint, au-
tomotive & fuel products. 

 

Important Township Dates!! 

CURRENTS DEADLINE  
OCTOBER 2nd, 2014 
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VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 

                  

Can you believe this winter is over? 
 
Now, I will have to admit that we were in Florida, 
reading the Ludington Daily News.  It would usual-
ly arrive in batches of two to four issues. What fun 
to read not only the stories of the amount of snow, 
the temperature estimates but also see the photo-
graphs of snow falling, accidents, the lighthouse 
encased in ice, accidents, snow drifts and even 
some homes almost isolated.  And the intrepid ed-
itor, our own Hamlin Lake resident, Steve Begno-
che, who daringly flew over the Sable Lighthouse to get a photograph showing that Lake Michi-
gan was frozen over. 
 
So, what is the view from the cockpit?  Probably the story I told others the most was the story last 
year of the ice fishing derby in January 2013 canceled because the temperature was so high the 
shanties were sinking, and then this year the weight of the snow was such that it was causing 
melting at the interface between ice and snow forcing the cancelation for 2014. 

 
Here I am in May getting ready to open our cottage 
on the Upper Lake for its 101st year over the Memo-
rial Day weekend.  We will stay about a week to get 
the usual work done, get the lawn mowed, the flow-
erbeds planted AND THE BOATS BACK IN THE 
WATER.  Nothing beats the feeling when the out-
board motors start on an early crank:  aha, we win-
terized them correctly. 
 
No, the sailboat will not go in yet.  It is slung in our 
boathouse, that sleek hull immobilized but raring to 

go.  The cockpit is covered with a plywood cap and mothballs are in the well to discourage any 
vermin from putting their feet where I have to put my feet.  The sail is carefully rolled spinnaker-
style and covered to discourage any creature thinking there might be nourishment there. 
 
Nothing in the world beats the feeling a sailor gets the first time he sheets in to catch the breeze 
to start another sailing season.  Come join us every Saturday on the Lower Lake.  There is great 
camaraderie all season and a farewell beer or two and dinner Labor Day weekend.  Wait! The 
season is just starting.  See you out there.  That is my view from the cockpit. 
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Welcome to a very cool, wet spring. The aquifers, lakes and rivers are being recharged with the 
abundant snowfall and rain that 2014 has delivered. Only 18 months ago Lake Michigan was at a 
near record low. Local inland lakes and streams were extremely low. Inland lakes and streams in 
the area are now recovering nicely from the recent extreme low water levels. 
  The Big Sable River has been consistently above normal water level since late October 2013. The 
high water levels and increased flow will scour out some areas to increase the depth of the river. 
Long term this is beneficial for the river. We may lose some wood that will float out into the flood 
plain but it will eventually find its way back into the river. 
  Short term, the high water has prevented us from starting the in stream habitat work that is sched-
uled to start as soon as water conditions allow. This has been frustrating as the planning, permit-
ting, funding and the contract to complete this work have been in place since October 2013. We are 
very hopeful to start this work in late May. 
  This work includes remediation of Site #28 below Schoenherr Road. Also included is a major pro-
ject installing up to 33 in stream wood debris structures from Darr Rd. downstream to below US-31. 
  On May 3rd the first macro invertebrate survey was conducted on the Big Sable River. A group of 
volunteers led by Joe and Heidi Moloney gathered to survey 2 sites. An undisturbed site below Ste-
phens Road was surveyed as well as a site immediately upstream of Custer Road Bridge. At the 
time of the surveys the river was about 1’ above normal water level. Despite this challenge the sur-
veys went very well. The health of the river at both locations was rated “good”. It was very enjoya-
ble seeing a group of enthusiastic volunteers conducting the surveys. Two Ludington High School 
Science Students participated and expressed their desire to learn more about river ecology. This 
survey will be conducted annually and expanded to monitor the health of the river. 
  At the April 25th Big Sable Spring Meeting, Kristin Thomas, Michigan Trout Unlimited Aquatic Biol-
ogist, presented a power point presentation of the Stream Base Flow and Habitat Mapping of the 
Big Sable River. Interns surveyed the entire Big Sable River during the summer of 2013. This is 
very detailed and interesting data. We will use this data to determine future projects that will be of 
most benefit to the river. It is nice to have Michigan Trout Unlimited involved as a partner in our 
work. 
  On May 8th the annual planting of 8,000 brown trout was delivered to the Big Sable River by the 
MDNR Fisheries. Volunteers once again met the hatchery truck at 3 locations where the fingerling 
trout were discharged into float boxes and scatter planted by canoes moving downstream. This is 
the eleventh year volunteers have assisted in scatter planting of the trout. This type planting of fin-
gerlings is much better than the standard discharge at a single location. The survival rate is signifi-
cantly higher. 
  This spring, working with the Hamlin Lake Preservation So-
ciety, we have continued to take water samples of the Big 
Sable River and some tributaries which have tested high lev-
els of phosphorous. At this point there is a need to continue 
testing to build a data base that can show patterns of high 
phosphorous levels at specific times of the year, after signifi-
cant rains and during the spring snow melt. 
   

Big Sable River Watershed Report 

Continued on page 9 
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HLPS Board of Directors 
Minutes of May 13, 2014 Meeting 

 
 

Meeting started @ 6:40pm @ Hamlin Township Hall 
Present: Pelletier, Crompton, McGill, Hoepfinger, Todd, Andersen, Hluchan, and Disegna. 
Guests: Mr & Mrs Joe Muzzo 
   
Committee Reports 
Secretary—Last meeting minutes approved. 
 

Treasurer—Report was accepted as presented. There was discussion about investing some funds 
in the Mason County Community Foundation as a source of better returns. Kathy will contact them 
and report back at the next board meeing. Ruth Crompton questioned why we are paying Allied 
Waste when the refuse barrels have been in storage all winter. Ruth will look into the matter. 
 

Membership—At this point we have 202 paid members for this year. Sending the membership re-
newal by e-mail seemed a bit confusing to some and it was suggested that the application be sent 
as an attachment to a general letter. 
The new tri-fold pamphlets have been placed in various locations around the township. 
 

Water Quality—Some early Spring water samples were obtained by Wayne Andersen. The test 
results showed high levels of phosphorous in the snow run off. The highest levels were seen in 
Freeman Creek. 
The algae committee met and they will be testing for phosphorous in some additional locations this 
year. Samples will be taken of the lake bottom muck and at varying water depths. Total phospho-
rous and dissolved phosphorous will also be determined.  
We now have a new flow meter and Joe Muzzo helped measure flow rates for various streams that 
feed Hamlin Lake and also the Big Sable River. 
The flow rate for the Big Sable River was 76,000 liters/minute. 
Regular water testing has begun. This year dissolved oxygen will be tested at 2 additional locations 
on the lake. 
Unscientific zebra mussel testing has not begun yet.  
 

Fish-Walleye 
130,000 fry have been put in the Mason County Walleye Assn. pens. Another 200,000 will be add-
ed shortly. Hamlin Lake is not scheduled to get any of these Walleye this year. We will however get 
any walleye left after the pens have been drained and that can be anywhere from a few thousand to 
40,000 fish. 
 

Scholarship 
Kent Gage, because of timing, gave put $1000.00 in an account for a WSCC student to use for 
school expenses. The $1000 is what we have given in the past as a scholarship. The student is 
Scott Cooper and he is presently doing testing on Hamlin Lake plus he is taking a biology course 
and chemistry class this summer. A motion was made to reimburse Kent the $1000.00 Motion 
passed.  
The scholarship committee is planning to develop a new proposal for future scholarships. 
 

 
 
Old Business 
 
Annual Dinner 
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The annual dinner meeting will be Friday Aug. 8th @6:00pm. A motion was made and passed that 
the dinner this year be funded by HLPS. Attendance would be limited to 100 people. Reservations 
will be limited to members only and only 2 persons per reservation. Kathy McGill and Ginny 
Hluchan will do publicity. 
 A committee should be charged with making other arrangements. It was recommended that a se-
ries of short presentations of ongoing activities be the program. 
Cottage—No report 
Fireworks-- Date for 2014 show established as Saturday, July 5

th
 with a rain date  of Sun. July 6

th
. 

End of Duneview Road-- No Report 
Victory Park—the new sea wall construction is under way, next is planned to complete the small 
craft boat launch at the park. 
 

New Business 
 
Letters - A letter was received requesting information under the FOIA act. This does not ap-
ply to HLPS. 
Reimbursement  - approved $107.06 expense for a flow meter post to Pelletier  
WSCC ESD ecology program – This is a hands on program for the school district and provides 
ecology programs for kids from kindergarten to 6th grade. 
They are in need of donations to restock the consumable materials of the program. A motion was 
made to donate $1500.00 to the program. Motion passed. 
Memorial Fund – A motion was made to establish a memorial fund of $500.00 in memory of Judy 
Thorp. The use of the fund will be decided later. 
 
Currents deadline is October 2nd 
 
Next Meeting is Tues. June 10th 
6:30 pm @ Partridge Point picnic pavilion 
Meeting adjourned 8:40pm 

 
 

When weather conditions cooperate with lower water levels we will start some field work that will 
be very beneficial for the Big Sable River. We are anxiously awaiting some cooperation from 
Mother Nature. 
  I would like to wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer enjoying all that the natural wonders 
of Western Michigan have to offer. 
Best Regards 
Wayne Andersen, Chairman 

Continued from page 5 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s  Report 

 May 13th, 2014 

 

 Jan-2013        
Balance  Deposits  Disburs.   

 57451.97 14427.00 (8576.43)  63266.54 

      

 Membership Dues*  7160.00 4040.00 0.00  11200.00 

      

 Riparian Mag. Subscrip.  193.00  384.00   577.00  

      

 CONTRIBUTIONS:       

 General Fund  24726.18 1219.00 (1301.91)  24643.27 

      

 Fish Fund  1052.09 1609.00    2661.09 

    Walleye Assoc. 55.00 5086.00 (5087.00)  54.00 

      

 Water Quality  5655.05 1819.00 (2774.52)  4699.53 

      

 Fireworks  8559.69 4333.00 (4500.00)  8392.69 

      

      

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52  0.00 0.00   2,623.52  

 (Land Purchase)  1,000.00  0.00 0.00   1,000.00  

      

Memorials 345.00 75.00   420.00 

      

Historic Cottage 6009.00 948.00   6957.00 

      

Sailing 38.44 0.00 0.00   38.44  

      

     63266.54 

  Maturity  Issue Interest June 2013 

  Date Value   

#90107 (interest=.55%) 8/24/13 8246.26 95.55 8341.81 

#92039 (interest=.3%) 5/23/13 10143.91 74.02 10217.93 

#92040 (interest= .3%) 5/23/13 18145.71 132.40 18278.11 

     36837.85 

   PO ACCT.   Dec. 2013 447.92 

WEST SHORE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Memorials for 2014 

 
 

Ray & Neoma Purtell 
By Jack Purtell 

 
 

John L. Stephens 
By Bruce & Virginia Terlep 

 
 

Judy Thorp 
By Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 

Leon Avedisian 
By Alice Avedisian 

  
 

Fred & Mildred Benseman 
By David & Sally Dierks and Ginny 

Hluchan 
 
 

Carol B. Hittle 
By Max Hittle 

What’s Going On?? 
 
 
This summer as you are relaxing and enjoying the view of Hamlin Lake you may notice boats scur-
rying about ,stopping at different places filling bottles with lake water, placing instruments into the 
lake,  taking samples of muck from the lake bottom and recording information, and you may won-
der what is going on?  
What you are seeing is the water quality volunteers gathering samples and recording data that 
helps us and the state understand what is happening in our lake with regard to clarity, bacterial 
growth, and chemical composition. This data helps to determine causes of weed and algae 
growth, cleanliness of water for swimming, and where we need to improve the quality of our lake 
so that future generations may enjoy this beautiful lake as it is now. 
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Calendar of events 

 

Next HLPS Board Meeting 
 

 Tuesday June 10th 
Time      6:30 pm 

 
Place:   Partridge Point  

Pavilion 
Public invited                                  

 

Independence Day  
 

Fireworks Display 
 

Saturday July 5th 
 

Rain date Sunday July 6th 
 
 

Save the Date 
Friday August 8, 2014 
HLPS Annual Dinner !! 

 
You won’t want to miss this one….. 

Because…… 
It’s free for the first 100 members who 

sign up!!!!! 
More information to follow 
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