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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Fall 2012 

As most of you know, there was an ugly blue-green algae bloom in the up-
per lake this past summer.  It began the first part of July and there was still 
significant algae in the lake in mid September.  The water clarity (Secchi 
disc reading) in Sunset Bay was 2 ft on August 26 which is the lowest on 
record.  Secchi readings throughout the summer of 2012 clearly put the 
upper lake in a eutrophic classification. 
 
The suspected algae bloom culprit was phosphorus content which spiked 
in the fall of 2011.  Spring 2012 phosphorus levels, however, were normal and special samples taken September 
25, 2012 were also in the normal range.   A review of historic data indicates that there is plenty of phosphorus 
and other nutrients in the lake to promote substantial algae and rooted plant growth.  
 
So what caused the bloom?  The suspected culprit is water temperature.  Summer air temperature data for cen-
tral western Michigan from NOAA tables was compiled for the past 11 years.   
  
For the years 2002 through 2010¸the average summer temperature was 62.8.  For 2011-2012, when we saw the 
big algae blooms, the average temperature was 65.8.  And the August 2012 temperature was about six degrees 
above average. 
 
The Hamlin Lake water quality team does some temperature and oxygen measurements.  It's difficult to get av-
erage surface temperature from this data because the sampling is sporadic.  The surface temperatures in July 
of 2011 and 2012, however, were 81.9 and 80.1 degrees which is well above normal July temperatures.   
 
So what's next?  A task force has been put together to study the problem next summer.  We intend to gather 
more phosphorus data and get more consistent temperature data.  (See request for volunteers below.)  The long 
term goal is to establish and follow a lake management plan. 

Water Samplers Needed 
As a result of the heavy algae bloom we have experienced the past two years, an algae task force 
was established and it has been decided to increase the level of water testing.  We would like to 
sample incoming source waters such as the Big Sable River, Dennis Creek, stream flows into the 
bayous, etc.  Samples will be collected about twice per month and after substantial rain fall events 
and will be tested for phosphorus content.   In addition, we will be doing more surface tempera-
tures throughout the summer.  
We would like several volunteers to gather samples.  It would be helpful if you live near one of the 
incoming water sources.  Sample containers and instructions will be provided.  If you would like to 
help with project this and gather samples, please send a response to lhoepfinger@gmail.com or 
call Lynn Hoepfinger at 231-845-6209. 

Water Quality 

Algae Bloom August 
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All opinions expressed in this 
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and are not necessarily                    
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Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  

by the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  
P.O. Box 178  

Ludington, MI  49431 
 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 

Hamlin Lake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME! 
 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@frontier.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Bruce Pelletier, President, 

rb_pelletier@charter.net  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

Ludington MI  49431 

COMMITTEES 
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Mailings—Kathy McGill 
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 Karen Disegna 
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Fish—Wayne Andersen 
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 Wayne Disegna 

Memorials—- Tom Kalina, Kathy 
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HLPS has a website thanks to 

Jim Clark and Jeff Rupp .  Take 

a look at 

www.hamlinlakepreservation.org 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  

 
          

Last spring’s water quality report in the Currents Newsletter 
showed Hamlin Lake to have an unusually high level of phos-
phorus.  It was one of the highest phosphorus levels of any 
lake participating in the State’s Cooperative Lakes Monitoring 
Program.  According to experts, such as those at Michigan 
Lake and Stream Association, excessive weed and algae 
growth can occur when lake phosphorus levels exceed      20 
ug/L.  Our level was 74 ug/L in the upper lake.  This high 
amount of phosphorus, combined with unusually warm water 
temperatures, probably caused the algae blooms we experi-
enced this summer.   
ABC’s Good Morning America recently ran a story on an un-
sightly algae bloom that occurred in the national reflecting pool 
at the Washington Monument.  This bloom was said to have been brought on by Washington’s record 
warm temperatures and the nutrients in the filtered but untreated water piped in from a nearby tidal basin.  
It is easy to see the similarity to Hamlin Lake with our attendant algae problem.   
During a recent public meeting at Hamlin’s Township Hall, DEQ water quality specialist, Greg Goudy 
pointed out that there are no easy solutions or quick fixes to Hamlin Lake’s problem.  He further stated that 
in order to improve our lake quality, we should be looking at a multifaceted approach, investigating the 
sources of phosphorus input while looking for ways to reduce lakefront property owner contributions.  Some 
of the steps he outlined have been discussed in past issues of the Currents Newsletters.   
A 1991 study conducted on Hamlin Lake by Progressive AE found that 48 percent of our phosphorus load-
ing came from the Sable River watershed.  Residential sources and fertilizer usage accounted for 11 per-
cent while the remaining 41 percent came from agricultural runoff, soil erosion, natural infiltration and at-
mospheric contributions.  Hamlin Lake has undergone a period of shoreline development and residential 
growth since that study was conducted more than 20 years ago. This likely has resulted in significant 
changes to the nutrient amounts coming from these areas.  The HLPS water quality committee believes the 
1991 study should be updated to better help direct our future lake management efforts.     
If a lake management firm was hired to do the work, updating the 1991 study could be an expensive propo-
sition.  The original study cost was $250,000 and would be much higher today.  We’re looking to conduct a 
more economical study, using volunteers and local expertise.  Volunteers are being asked to help collect 
water samples and make key observations such as water temperature, flow and transparency measure-
ments.  Samples will be analyzed for phosphorus concentration with the data being compiled and evalu-
ated by members of our HLPS water quality committee.  We think the concept of recruiting volunteer assis-
tance will be a real benefit.   They are a valuable working resource with a strong interest in the study’s out-
come.  With a bit of training and guidance, they can provide valuable data and sample collection services.  
While many of this study’s details have not yet been finalized, it will most likely begin after ice has left the 
lake in March or April of 2013.  We are looking for volunteers to sample numerous locations of the Sable 
River, and portions of the upper and lower lake.  If you would like to help, please refer to the “request for 
volunteers notice” on page 1.   

 

Bruce Pelletier, President 
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VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 

With our sailboats up in slings or on trailers, sailors contemplate strange and wonderful things. 
 
Like the America’s Cup “sailboat” catamaran that flipped on a speed run in San Francisco Bay.  What?  
Flipped?  Just as I did in my last outing on Hamlin Lake? C’mon.  Yes, flipped and floundered.  So, speed 
is great in most sports, except maybe horseshoes and shuffleboard. 
 
But, consider the fact that the catamarans are faster than most single-hulls but do not necessarily win the 
races on Hamlin Lake.  Why?  Because they cannot sail closer to the wind than the single-hulls.  Consider 
that a good single-hull sailor can get to about 45 degrees off (compared to dead on or 0 degrees) the wind 
and a cat can only get to 55 degrees or so.  You do the math, but you can see that those 10 degrees 
mean the cat has to go at least 3% faster to make up for the distance. 
 
Or, and here is where sailing is really fun, consider that the wind is fickle.  O, the times I remember tack-
ing away from the fleet, finding a strong stream of wind and winning the race.  And, there are those 
strange winds on the Lower Lake, sometimes near the sand dunes, sometime closer to the eastern shore.  
Never the same day to day. 
 
So, when you see us out there with some boats clustered and others seemingly well off the pace, they 
may not be.  Watch for which boat gets to the next marker first. 
 
In sailing as in life, you sit and think and plan and watch the signals around you.  Pick the right set of sig-
nals and you do well.  Or, as has happened to me, you follow the wrong signal and watch the fleet cross 
the line ahead of you.   
 
Now is the time, especially in our country, that we have to be very alert and up on our game to be able to 
keep America winning.  See you next season.  At least that is my view from a cockpit that is 300 miles 
away just now. 

Important Notice 
The U.S. Forest Service is posting the area in the national forest  north of Davis Rd and also 
west of Hostetler Rd on the forest boundary to Lake Michigan because of illegal motorized 
vehicle incursion. Motorized vehicles are prohibited in the national forest except on recog-
nized roads. Signs are being posted and motion detector cameras may be used to identify 
violators. First time offense is a $275.00 fine, All residents have been asked to observe the 
rules. 
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.  HISTORIC HAMLIN COTTAGE PRESERVATION PROJECT 
 

In honor of Hamlin Township’s 150th anniversary, the Hamlin Lake 
Preservation Society is sponsoring an initiative to move an historic cot-
tage from Hamlin Lake to Historic White Pine Village. 
 
The first phase of this initiative to identify a cottage  acceptable for in-
clusion at Historic White Pine Village has been successfully completed.  
The Alfred and Donna Boulee family on Shagway at the end of Indian 
Pete Bayou have donated what is believed to be one of the earliest va-
cation cottages on the lake. Its construction from whole birch logs 
makes it unique.  It is a two storey cottage with a large family area on 
the ground floor and two sleeping areas upstairs.  The Boulees are also 
donating the dining table, four chairs, hutch and sink counter.  These 

items are from the 1920s. They are already in the cottage 
 
During the summer of 2012 $7905.50 was raised.  The Hamlin Lake Preservation Society has contributed 
$5,000, Hamlin Township contributed $1,000, individual donations have raised $1,207, and last summer’s 
swim across Hamlin added another $698.50.  $5,000 will be used next Spring to prepare the site at the Vil-
lage, pay the cost of transporting the cottage to the Village, and clean up the site where it is now located.   
 
A significant amount of volunteer labor will be needed in the Spring.  Given the way the cottage was con-
structed, it will not be possible to move it in one piece.  Instead, it will have to be disassembled and then 
reassembled at the Village.  Disassembly will require accurate photographs of each of the sections of the 
cottage and the systematic numbering of each piece as it is disassembled. A call for volunteers will go out in 
the of spring, 2013. 
 
Once the building is reassembled at the Historic White Pine Village, the actual exhibit will be designed and 
installed.  How sophisticated this exhibit turns out to be will be determined by how much more money can 
be added to the remaining $2905.50 that has been raised so far.  Once plans for the exhibit are available, 
naming opportunities will be developed. 
 
The Hamlin Lake Cottage Preservation Committee (James Clark, Alison Puffer, Virginia Hluchan, Larry 
Scherer, Judy and John Thorp) is deeply grateful to the Society, the Township, all the individual donors, and 
the swimmers. 
 
John Thorp is the contact person, if you have questions about this initiative or would like to donate your time 
and talent in the Spring, please contact him at thorp641@aol.com, 6204 Grace Ave, or 845-5775. 

A word of Thanks to Vaughn Flewelling of Hamlin Grocery for his generous 
contributions of ice cream, soda pop, and snacks to our Ice Cream Social 
and Annual Dinner events. HLPS members please remember, when you 
stop by Hamlin Grocery, to thank Vaughn for his continued support of 
HLPS. 

THANK YOU VAUGHN !! 

mailto:thorp641@aol.com
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s Quarterly  Report 

 August 10 to September 25, 2012 

 

 Checking 
Acct. Previous 

Balance  Deposits  Disburs.  

 Certificates of 

Deposit   Balance  

 56,999.98 3,375.00 (2,603.90) 36,688.10 99,979.07 

      

 Membership Dues*  6860.00 100.00 0.00 6960.00 6960.00 

      

 Riparian Mag. Subscrip.  365.00  8.00 0.00   373.00  

      

 CONTRIBUTIONS:       

 General Fund  20638.13 2195.00 (2062.85) 10,143.91  57306.16 

    18145.71  

    8246.26  

 Fish Fund  3415.09 0.00 0.00   3,211.09  

      

 Water Quality  6490.65 0.00 (541.05)  5949.60 

      

 Fireworks  8859.69 578.00 0.00  9437.69 

      

 Walleye Association  35.00 0.00 0.00   35.00 

      

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52  0.00 0.00   2,623.52  

 (Land Purchase)  1,000.00  0.00 0.00   1,000.00  

      

Memorials 5,479.46 0.00 0.00   5479.46 

      

Historic Cottage 1195.00 1012.00 0.00   2207.00  

      

Sailing 38.44 0.00 0.00   38.44  

      

CD Interest Income 0.00  0.00 0.00  152.22 152.22 

Postal account Balance    519.89 519.89 

    

 

Checking Ac-

count  $57,771.08 

 Postal Account  $519.89 

   CDs  $36,688.10 

  

    TOTAL $94,979.07 
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The first Hamlin Lake resorts and hotels were built in 
the late 1890’s.   At that time, many of the residents 
around the lake were farmers growing vegetables on 
land that now has cottages.  It is interesting today to 
discover how many of the names of those farmers 
who were here around Hamlin Lake over 100 years 
ago are still familiar to us.  Names like Barnhart, who 
had a very large farm on the land west of the Barn-
hart restaurant and Bugg who had a farm just a little 
East of Barnhart’s are familiar names today.  Also 
among those early Hamlin Lake farmers were two 
Indian men, well respected by their community, who 
each owned 40 acres of land, Peter Espiew and 
Henry Shagway.   

 
Peter Espiew was an Ottawa Indian born in 1830.   His Indian name was May-Yaw-
O-Bay.   Not much is known of his early life but at the age of 51 He purchased 40 
acres of land for $100 in the area now called in his memory, Indian Pete Bayou.  He 
was a skilled carpenter and built the log cabin that his family lived in on property 
currently owned by the Brillhart family.  He was also a skilled trapper and involved in 
the logging of white pine in the area.  He had three teams of horses to help with his 
logging operations.  He died in 1925 at 95 years of age.    
 
Peter’s nephew, Henry Shagway, was born in the area of Indian Pete Bayou in 
1872 to Robert and Elizabeth Shagway.  He was one of six children, four of whom 
lived.  His family provided bread, butter, milk, and eggs to the resorters in the Ham-
lin Lake area.  They also made baskets that were sold to the summer residents.  
Henry’s mother was a sister to Peter Espiew.   
Henry Shagway purchased the forty acres on the SE corner of Sherman and Shag-
way Roads in November of 1898 for $100.  Henry, with the help of his father Robert 
and uncle, Peter Espiew, built a log cabin on the property where he operated a dairy 
farm and grew vegetables.  Henry Shagway lived in the log cabin on Shagway Road 
until he died in 1953.  He never married. 

 
Residents of Griswolda, a resort community on Indian Pete Bayou, tell stories of how these two Indian men, Henry and 
Pete, walked across the bayou on the stumps of the trees that had been cut down to deliver milk and eggs to the sum-
mer residents.  Henry also had a row boat that he kept in Indian Pete Bayou and he would row around the area deliver-
ing fresh vegetables, milk and eggs to the people in the cottages.   

 
Henry collected reeds from the marshes in the area and took them to his 
mother who made baskets to sell to the summer residents.  Henry’s mother 
would walk from cottage to cottage selling baskets and she also sold berries.  
Even though she spoke fluent English, she would communicate with the sum-
mer residents using only the word “Ugh” much to the embarrassment of her 
son Henry! 
 
Henry built a large barn and kept horses and cows.  He cultivated about half 
the forty acres, pastured some, and allowed five acres or more to remain in 
rather primitive woods.  He enclosed fields with wire fences.  According to 
family stories, the first barn Henry built burned to the ground when a rat he 

was trying to destroy by burning, ran under the barn and set it on fire.  The present barn is more than 80 years old.   
 

Hamlin Lake History 

Henry Shagway and Peter Espiew 
By Judy Thorp 

Henry Shagway with Mary and 
Harry Hebblewhite 

Henry Shagway Cabin 
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Henry Shagway died in 1953 and was buried in North Victory Cemetery.  His 
neighbors placed a marker on his grave in honor of his memory.   
 
Back in about 1980, my husband and I were given a tour of Indian Pete’s cabin, 
which was in bad shape at that time.  I understand that the cabin has now fallen 
down.  The Shagway cabin and barn are still on Shagway road, though the cabin has 
been moved to the west side of the property.  The Miller family, who own the prop-
erty, are in the process of restoring the barn and plan to open it to the public as the 
“Shagway Arts Barn” in the near future.  Nancy and Judy Miller are doing more re-
search into the history of this Ottawa Indian family, an integral part of our rich cultural 
history on Hamlin Lake.  Please check out their website at 
www.shagwayartsbarn.com for more information about the barn and it’s history. Shagway Barn 

 

This year's Very Unscientific Zebra Mussel Study is dedicated to Ed Dennison who passed away on 
August 24, 2012.  Ed's scientific curiosity led him to go the extra mile.  He always had two bricks in 
the study--one hung from his dock and one in his boathouse to see if the mussels grew any better in 
subdued light.  It turns out, they grew equally well in both locations.   
 
We had thirteen participants last summer.  Most had fewer mussels than in the past several years, indicating 
the zebra mussel population has stabilized or may be decreasing.   
It should be noted that after nine years of zeros, Frank Redmond from Hamlin Shoals finally had some mus-
sels on his brick.  Maybe the mussels are migrating upstream to spawn?   
There is still a need for more participants.   Send me an email if you would like to join in the fun next summer.  

lhoepfinger@charter.net. 

Participant Location 2009 2010 2011 2012 

Redmond Hamlin Shoals 0 0 0 8 

Hoepfinger End of Beaune Road 73 237 40 13 

Gage Narrows, north side 1512 1252 173 9 

Disegna Middle Bayou 0 0 0 0 

Stephens East of Rupert Bayou 465 150 small 300 300 

Gaghen Middle Bayou 0 0 0 0 

Puffer Indian Pete Bayou 27 650 small 12 30 

K. Crompton Partridge Point 70 80 small 75 45 

Keen West of Wilson Hill 100's 600-800 small >1000 small 1000's small 

Thorp Indian Pete Bayou 57  425 196 

 Muzzo Middle Bayou   1 0 

 Richardson Middle Upper Hamlin  760 1600 780 

Todd Near Tamarac--in canal    0 

Very Unscientific Zebra Mussel Study Results 

E. Coli Study 
 

This was our ninth year of doing the "swimming safety" study.  Twenty five samples were 
taken around the perimeter of both lakes.  All counts were below 40 e.coli/100 ml and well 
below the action level of 300.  WSCC students also did some coliform testing near the mid-
dle bayou and found very low numbers.   
Thanks to Kent Gage and Jim Clark for continuing to be the samplers for this study.  

http://www.shagwayartsbarn.com
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  
Meeting 

Sept. 25th, 2012 

Present: Kent Gage, Wayne Disegna, Wayne Andersen, Ruth Crompton, Lynn Hoepfinger, Dick Todd, Mark Otto, 

Kathy McGill, Alison Puffer, Bruce Pelletier, and Kathy McGill 
Guests: Jim Gallie, John Vengen, Frank & Darlene Redmond, and Alex & Betty Gambicki 

Meeting called to order 7:05 pm @ Tamarac Community Center 
 
Hamlin Lake Levels: 
Jim Gallie from the State Park spoke about the proposed draft for raising and lowering the lake levels. The lowering of 
the lake will begin the 4th Monday of Oct. and will be lowered at the rate of 4” per week. 
The raising of the lake will begin not before March 1st and the lake must be free of floating ice. The level of the lake will 
be raised as quickly as possible but will be controlled by the amount of flow over the dam to maintain a proper flow in the 
river below the dam as established by the DEQ. In order to determine when the lake is free of floating ice HLPS is com-
mitted to getting 6 people from around the lake to act as spotters and they will contact Jim Gallie when they no longer 
see ice on the lake. The State Park will then confirm this and begin raising the lake at that point. 
HLPS and the State Park will review how this system is working next Spring. 
 

Reports 
Secretary’s Report 
Minutes of the June 26th meeting were presented and approved. Minutes of the Aug. 12th Annual Meeting were pre-
sented and approved. 
Treasurer’s Report 

 Kathy McGill reported the quarterly financial statement. She reported that we have 348 paid members. Treasurers’ re-
port was approved. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Water Quality 
The unofficial zebra mussel count for this year is over, initial results indicate that the mussel population is down slightly 
from last year. 
The e-coli test results showed levels at the 25 test sites in the lake to be very low and similar to last year’s levels. 
4 monofilament collectors were placed this year at launch sites in the township and the State Park. The 2 at the State 
Park were filled with monofilament but the 2 at launch sites in the township were filled with garbage. This maybe due to 
the lack of trash barrels at these sites. 
We have not received tests results from the state program or from the WSCC 
Program 
An algae bloom is still going on in the lake. It has been confirmed that we do have blue-green algae in the lake but the 
levels are low and will not cause problems with the fishery or animals or humans. 
This is an on going problem and a motion was made by Wayne Anderson that we should form a committee to study this 
problem and make recommendations as to potential solutions to this problem. Motion 2nd by Wayne D. Motion passed. 
The committee will be Lynn Hoepfinger, Kent Gage, Bruce Pelletier, and Wayne Disegna . 
Fishery Committee 
Wayne Anderson reported that the DNR 2010 fish report for Hamlin Lake is available online at State of Michigan DNR 
website. Fish populations are good in Hamlin Lake. The DNR will continue to plant walleyes and Muskie. 
Jim Storm resigned from the fish committee and the Walleye Assoc.. Wayne A. suggested that the Walleye committee 
and Fishery committee be combined into one committee and that Dick Todd should be the liaison person to the walleye 
assoc. from HLPS. Ruth Crompton made the motion and Dick 2nd. Motion carried. 
Memorials 
Kathy McGill and Tom Kalina have developed a new procedure for handling the memorial fund. 
Memorial monies received for a specific item will be used for that purpose only. Memorial monies received but not for a 
specific purpose or item will be kept in the Memorial fund until the end of the year in which it was received and then if not 
spent it will be transferred to the general fund. Acknowledgements of Memorial gifts will still be handled as before. 
Board approved changes. 
Membership Committee 
No report available 

Election of Officers: 
The following slate of officers was presented. 
Pres. Bruce Pelletier 
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V.P.  Ruth Crompton 
Sec.  Wayne Disegna 
Tres.  Kathy McGill 
Candidates were elected by unanimous vote 
 

Old Business 
Annual Dinner Meeting 

It was discussed as to why the lower than expected attendance at the meeting. It is felt that weekends are very busy and 
perhaps a Friday date would be a more non-conflicting time. There was general agreement and the next annual meeting 
will be on a Friday evening. This year’s meeting exceeded income by $156.43. 
Historic Cottage Committee 

This committee is requesting $5000.00 for the moving of the cottage selected to White Pine Village. Motion made by 
Wayne Disegna to transfer $5000.00 from the general fund to the cottage project. Alison Puffer 2nd. Motion passed. 
Hamlin Township has donated $1000.00 to this project. 
Duneview Erosion Project 

Nothing new to report.   
Fireworks 

The fireworks display for 2012 went off very well. Dick Todd helped Kent Gage with this event. Next year the fireworks 
will be on Sat. July 6th. Dick and Kent will handle this event again. We have $9437.69 in the fund for next year which is 
more than we have had recently. 
 Ice Cream Social 

The ice-cream social netted $518.00 this year. This money went to the fireworks fund for 2013. 
WSCC Scholarship 

Kent reported that the 2011 $1000.00 scholarship fund was given to a pre-dental student. The board has felt that the 
scholarship should be given to an individual whose studies are more inline with our purposes and goals.  Kent suggested 
that instead of the scholarship perhaps we should use the $1000.00 to help defray the cost for students attending confer-
ences that are inline with our proposes and goals. The Board requested that Kent look into this possibility. 
Hamlin Lake Swim 
The Hamlin Lake Swim netted $733.50 profit which went to the cottage project. 
Victory Park improvements     
Wayne Anderson reported that a final plan and cost has been developed for the park.  The township needs $54000.00 to 
complete this project. The walking trails are complete. In 2013 the trailhead markers and trail beches will be placed. The 
newspaper will feature the new park in an article when it is finished 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Launch site Bulletin Boards 

Information is needed for the bulletin boards for  the winter months. Information on invasive weeds and fish identity cards 
are needed. 
Annual Dinner Meeting will be Friday Aug. 2nd and the fireworks display will be July 6th with July 7th being the 
rain date. 
Board Meeting Place 
A motion was made by Wayne Anderson that all future HLPS Board meetings be held in public places. Motion carried. 
 

The deadline for articles for the Currents is Oct. 15th  

 
Next Meeting:  Tuesday May 14th @ the Hamlin Township Hall 
 
  
Meeting adjourned at 9:26 pm 
 

 

The Deadline for the Spring Currents Issue is 
Feb. 9th 
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West Shore Community College Water Quality Study 
  
WSCC has tested Hamlin Lake water at two sites for the past fifteen years. Monthly samples are taken from May 
through September and tested for ammonia, nitrate, phosphate, pH, clarity, chlorophyll and dissolved oxygen. The 
studies are done by WSCC students under the direction of Dr. M. McKinney.  Data from the past two years is shown in 
the accompanying table.  All results except phosphorus and clarity were considered to be normal for a healthy lake. 
Most lakes in Michigan have lower phosphorus levels than Hamlin.  The phosphorus value of 34.5 ug/l and a Secchi 

Year Upper Lake Lower Lake Upper Lake Lower Lake Upper Lake Lower Lake Upper Lake Lower Lake 

 

Phosphorus 

ppb 

Phosphorus 

ppb 

Ammonia 

ppm 

Ammonia 

ppm Nitrate ppm Nitrate  ppm Secchi-ft. Secchi-ft. 

2011 39 36 0.09 0.09 0.24 0.11 3.6 7 

2012 30 22 0.12 0.03 0.60 0.74 5.6 11.4 

Ave. 34.5 29 0.105 0.06 0.42 42.5 4.6 9.2 

THE 2012 SAILING RESULTS 
For sailors, any Saturday that we can race is a good day—except in 2012.  We really had an unusual year for wind and 
rain and almost anything else.   We had fewer days of racing—only six out of a possible nine between July Fourth and 
Labor Day--because of a late start and several no-go days. 
Nonetheless, familiar names are at the top.  In sailing, points are based on your finish in a race.  Thus, the lower the 
score, the better the finish.  Here are the results among the sailors who had at least four days of racing, their rank and 
number of points: 
Rank Name    Points 
1. Eversman, Walt               29.0 
2. Replinger,    49.0 
3. Crompton, Peter               52.5 
4. Schermer, R & D  56.0 
5. Clark, Jim   60.0 
6. Hall, Dave   68.5 
In order next, but with fewer days of racing, and based on points, were John Bufkin  (best finish was a 3rd), Mike Evers-
man (a 1st), Jeff and Ellis Rupp (a 1st), Keith Crompton (a 1st),  Bill Bufkin (a 5th), Mike Stern (a 5th), Norval Stephens (a 
5th), Belfus (a 5th), Crompton (a 3rd) and Crompton (a 3rd). 
We are ever indebted to Jeff Rupp,  Boo Eversman and Jim Clark.  Jeff not only for devising our handicapping system 
based on past results but also for tabulating every race and having the results on the internet hours not days after the 
race. Boo for captaining the committee boat, from which the races start and at which the finish is timed and listed.  Jim 
for reading the wind, weather and Weather.com to divine the direction of the wind four hours early and then setting the 
buoys. 

Hamlin Lake Mute Swan Management Public Meeting 
 

An informational meeting to discuss Management of Mute Swans on Hamlin Lake will be held Wednesday, 
12/12/2012, 7:00 PM  at Victory Township Hall. 
Supervisors of Hamlin, Grant and Victory Townships will be in attendance. A representative of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources will be in attendance to explain management options of Mute Swan Control on Hamlin 
Lake. 

Comments from the public will be accepted at this meeting. Those unable to attend this meeting may submit com-

ments to township supervisors prior to the meeting date.   
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