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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Spring 2010 

Hamlin Lake  
Winter Water Levels 

Observation of flow over the Dam, December 
2009 

By Jim Clark and Pete Compton 
By observing the shoreline at Partridge Pointe, we became curious as to whether the newly repaired dam al-
lowed the lake water level to fall to as low a level as it had prior to the dam repair and if we were experiencing 
ice-damage as a result of it being higher than in the past.  So on December 16, 2009, we made a trip to the 
dam to see for ourselves .  This happened to be the same day that the lake froze over for the first time in the 
Fall of 2009. 

 

 

Upon arriving at the dam, Jim Clark immediately 
started measuring the present height of the lake 
versus the level maintained during the Summer 
season as can being seen on the left. 

                                    Continued on page 3 
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OFFICERS 
 

President, Jim Pinkerton  

pink829@yahoo.com 

Vice President, Lynn Hoepfinger 

lhoepfinger@charter.net. 

Recording Secretary, Wayne Disegna 

wdisegna@verizon.net 

Treasurer, Linda Leibole 

 tedleibole@msn.com 

All opinions expressed in this 
newsletter are those of the authors         

and are not necessarily                    
the opinions of the 

 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. 

HLPS is a tax exempt organization under Sec. 501(c) 3 of the IRS code.   
All dues and contributions are  tax deductible. 

 

 

Hamlin Lake Currents  
is published three times-a-year  
in Fall, Winter and Spring by the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society  
P.O. Box 178  

Ludington, MI  49431 
 

Our educational objective is to 
present articles on current concerns, 

history, and activities pertaining to 

Hamlin Lake. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME! 
 

Please address letters to: 

Wayne Disegna 

 6647 W. Jackson Road 

Ludington MI 49431  

Phone:  231.843.6841 

wdisegna@verizon.net 
 
 
 
 

 

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board 

Hamlin Lake 
Currents Masthead 

Designed by  
Jeff Austin 

Hamlin Township 

Transfer Facility on Dewey 
Road 

 

WINTER SCHEDULE 
October 1—April 30 

Wednesday and Saturday 

9 A.M.—5 P.M. 
 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 

May 1—September 30  

Monday, Wednesday, and 
Saturday,    

  10 A.M. - 6 P.M. 

Your comments are welcome!  

 E-mail Jim Pinkerton, President, 

pink829@yahoo.com.  

or write to the  

Hamlin Lake Preservation Society,  

P.O. Box  178 

Ludington MI  49431 

COMMITTEES 
 

Government Relations—Norval 

 Stephens 

Mailings—Ruth Crompton 

Membership-Diane Boulais 

Newsletter—Wayne Disegna  

 Karen Disegna 

Special Events—Susan Austin,   

Linda Leibole,  Alison Puffer 

Walleye—Jim Storm 

Water Quality—Lynn Hoepfinger, 

 Wayne Disegna 

Weed Study—Ted Leibole 

 

DIRECTORS 
 

Susan Austin 

Diane Boulais 

Jim Clark 

Ruth Crompton 

Lloyd Gearhart 

Lynn Hoepfinger 

Alison Puffer 

Jim Storm 

Bonnie Wood 

Bruce Pelletier 

Tom McGill 

HLPS has a website 

thanks to Jim Clark  .  

Take a look at 

www.hamlinlakepreservatio

n.org 
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The gage on the dam showed a summer level of 7.5 feet and a winter level 5.9 feet.  That calculates that the 
winter level is down 19 inches from the summer level. It was difficult to get an actual level measurement be-
cause the water flow caused a pushing up of the water on the gage, so the water level  may have actually 
been a couple of inches lower. 
 
The screws were driven down to within four inches of the screw mechanism, so they can't go down much fur-
ther. 
 

 Looking down at the crest of the dam, the adjustable weirs look 
to be below the concrete crest of the dam. We had no means for 
measuring the depth of water going over this crest. We could 
only estimate that the water was just over a foot deep. By add-
ing the 22 inches that the lake level is down  from summer lev-
els, to the approximate 13 inches of water flow over the crest of 
the dam, plus one inch of drop from the flow  gives a nice round 
number of 36 inches. 
The new gates do not appear to restricting the flow. Since the 
'U' channels that used to hold the 'boards' in place are gone, 
one could assume that there is less restriction to water flow with 
the new dam than there was with the old system of raising the 
lake level.  

 

In summary: 
 

1. The summer lake level is controlled by raising 
and lowering the wiers to maintain a lake level that 
is 36 inches above the crest of the dam. 

2. The winter level is determined by how much wa-
ter is going over the crest of the dam. 

3. The very lowest the lake level can be is 36 
inches below the summer level. That would occur 
when there is no water going over the dam. 

4. On December 16, 2009, the lake was 22 inches 
below the summer level. 

5. The lake level is what it is. As long as we are in 
this wet rain cycle, there is no likelihood that it will 
be dramatically lower than is was on December 16, 
2009. 

 

 

 

MEMORIALS FOR SPRING 2009 
 

Mary Brock  
from Jim & Barb Husted 

 

Clifford L. Badendick  
 from Peter & Karen Laio 

David & Francis Allers 

 

From page 1 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  

 
By the time you receive this newsletter, hopefully the majority of bad weather will be behind us.  I understand this winter 
has been long, cold and snowy for those hardy residents who stayed to enjoy the beauty of winter in Hamlin.  For those 
of us who headed to warmer climates, we certainly understand both the beauty of the lake in winter and wanting to get 
away from the cold.   All the winters we spent on Hamlin Lake will always have a special place in our memories.  We 
now look forward to the day the lake gives up her ice and we start the rites of spring—getting our yards and gardens 
ready for the summer. 
 We have had several inquires about the winter lake level.  This year it appears the lake was not lowered to its 
past winter level.  I want to thank Jim Clark for taking his time to research the level of the lake and coming up with his 
analysis concerning this situation.  His analysis will be published on the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society’s web page 
www.hamlinlakepreservation.org. 
A large, hardworking membership is the strength of an organization. The HLPS has what I feel is an almost sacred re-
sponsibility—that of preserving the health and beauty of Hamlin Lake.  I believe this to be the mission of everyone who 
enjoys this treasure.  We have over 600 riparian land owners on Hamlin Lake of which only 400 are members.  I would 
like to charge each member with the task of inviting a non-member to join our mission.  Please send us the names of the 
neighbors you have invited to join us and we will send them a membership application.   
This year’s dues notices will be sent out in April.  Please send your dues and any additional contributions you wish to 
make when you receive your notice.  It is membership support like yours that keeps our preservation society vital and it 
is our preservation society that keeps Hamlin Lake healthy and beautiful for our enjoyment and the enjoyment by future 
generations. 
We are looking forward to seeing you this spring and summer enjoying our lake. 
 
      Jim Pinkerton 

      President 

The Very Unscientific Zebra Mussel Study 
 

The Zebra Mussel study continues.  15 sites were monitored this year—a record number.  The mussel population seems 
to be stable.  Most participants reported similar or lower numbers in comparison to previous years.  Data is shown below. 
 
We will probably continue the study again next summer.  If you would like to join the group, send me an email and I will 
send you some simple instructions.  lhoepfinger@charter.net.

Participant Location 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Redmond Hamlin Shoals 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Hoepfinger End of Beaune Rd 17 5000 1119 35 432 15 73 

Green Piney Ridge   3314 1180   301 195 153 

Disegna Middle Bayou   0 0 0 0 0 0 

Stephens 

E. of Rupert 
Bayou   1200+ 700+ App. 800 1200 675+ 465 

K. Crompton  N. of North Bayou     13 30 0 180 70 

Thorp Indian Pete Bayou       20 600+ 615 57 

Leibole East of Jebavy   450   480   105 112 

Gaghen Middle Bayou     1     1 0 

Mautz  South of Narrows       17     246 

Puffer Indian Pete Bayou     200       27 

Gage 

Narrows, North 
Side 1200 243 5238 >4000     1512 

Keen 

West of Wilson 
Hill 

800-
1000           200-300 

Dennison Dock End of Jebavy 198 5979 1700 140     2100 

        “  Boat-
house End of Jebavy 62 2605 1200 18     3800 

http://www.hamlinlakepreservation.org
mailto:lhoepfinger@charter.net
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CHECKING ACCOUNT:

Prev. Bal. Deposits Disburs. Balance

67,178.80 2,163.00 8,107.50 61,234.30

Membership Dues 30,058.33 320.00 725.30 29,653.03

Riparian Magazine 503.00 16.00 0.00 519.00
CONTRIBUTIONS:

General Fund 9,328.77 100.00 0.00 9,428.77

Fish Fund 4,376.09 627.00 0.00 5,003.09

Water Quality 4,282.94 100.00 388.00 3,994.94

Fireworks 6,904.18 945.00 0.00 7,849.18

Walleye Stocking 152.81 0.00 0.00 152.81

Land Reserve Project 2,623.52 0.00 0.00 2,623.52

(Land Purchase) 1,000.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00

Boat Ramps 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Memorials 7,704.16 95.00 0.00 7,799.16

Sailing 150.00 0.00 0.00 150.00

(includes #2 CD @ $5000, #3 CD @ $15,000 and #4 CD @ $10,000)

West Shore Bank Certificates of Deposit:

#1 CD valued @  $7946.13 +  $135.06 int.=$8081.19$27.75 int.= 8,108.94

(int. 10/1/09 - 12/31/09@ 1.5%)

#2 CD  $1242 int. + $20.89 int = $1,262.89)

(int. 9/24/09 - 12/31/09 @ 1.35% int.)

#3 CD   $2695.91 + int. $84.90 = $2,780.81

(int. 10/1/09 - 12/31/09 @ 2.1% int.)

#4 CD $22.42 int.

(int. 10/14/09 - 12/31/09 @ 1.35%

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE  12/31/08 61,234.30

WEST SHORE BANK #1 CD + int. and #2 CD int. + #3 CD int.) 12,175.06

Total $73,409.36

HAMLIN LAKE PRESERVATION SOCIETY

Annual Treasurer's Report

       October 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009



Spring 2010 
 

Page 6 Hamlin Lake Currents 

 

 

VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 

 
 
One of the damnable free applications on the internet is Google Earth.  I got to thinking about Hamlin Lake 
and Googled it. 
There was the Lake, the shallow portion just west of our property, Rupert’s Bayou, the Narrows and the low 
sandy area near the Eversmans,  and then the open area where we race every Saturday.     If you really 
want to get nostalgic about the Lake last summer, download Google Earth and zero in on Big Sable Point. 
 
We get the Ludington Daily News year round.  The paper even has a mini-cam pointing out on the Lower 
Lake.  Talk about snow and winter!  The headline in early January was about the huge snow that was part of 
the cold spell that gripped the nation, and the pressure of the snow on the roofs.  Then I think we have a 
pretty good pitch on the boathouse roof, so the sailboat, should be hanging there safe in its sling.Just to 
make things worse, I have Ludington temperature on my iPhone.  It is 30 as I write, up from the teens a few 
days ago.  
Every now and again, I look at a boat catalog and peruse it for something new.  But, generally there is not 
much a sailboat needs but a little tender loving care and a new line or fitting or cleat. 
A sailor can’t help remembering the wind at Hamlin Lake.  I am a single-handed sailor.  The last day in 2008 
there was just too much wind, so I withdrew from the race and just puttered around the Upper Lake, saying 
goodbye. I love just wandering around, sailing and enjoying the Lake.  But, the big wind news is that there 
are two applications for wind farms in our area.  One is in the National Forest, north of the lake and near the 
National Campground.  The other is for a large area west of the Pumped Storage facility out in Lake Michi-
gan covering as much a 100 square miles.  You can imagine how much interest that has stirred up. 
 
These are the vicarious musings of a frustrated sailor, miles from the Lake, remembering the good days, the 
warm days. And every now and then sneaking a peek for a close-up of our property, for a check of the 
weather and just longing for the first chance to rig the boat and sheet in for a leisurely sail.  Those are my 
thoughts this winter, while waiting to get back in the cockpit. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s not the winning that 
counts, it’s  the doing. 
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HLPS Board Meeting 
Saturday May 22nd 

10:00am 
Linda Lieboles House 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HURRAH !! 
 

The Ice Cream Social is Back 
The exact date for the Summer 

Event is to be determined 
 

IMPORTANT 
Dates 

To remember 

FIREWORKS 
Saturday July 3rd 

 

Rain date to be either Sunday July 4th 
or Monday July 5th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ANNUAL DINNER 
MEETING 

Saturday July 31st 
Hamlin Township Hall 

 

 

Deadline for Articles for the Summer Currents Issue is May 25th 
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