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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Spring  2008 

A Permanent Tribute to Hamlin Lake  
 Submitted By Ginny Benseman Hluchan  

 
Many people share the unique natural resources that have made the City of Ludington and surrounding area a 

special place to live and visit. 
 My family has been enjoying the clean and sandy bottom waters of Hamlin Lake since 1914.  Our story began 
with my great grandfathers’ purchase of a little wooden fishing cabin near the South Bayou.  Chapters in our lives contin-
ue through six generations of togetherness and many defining moments; thus the creation of esteemed memories. 
 In the summer of 1946 my family gathered on the narrow screened porch. And, as the waning sun glistened 
across the waters they honored a fallen son and brother. Yet in disparity, they rejoiced the ending of WW II and the en-
gagement of my folks.  

Then came electricity and indoor plumbing, progress at its best.  Time went on. 
The moms and children built sandcastles and ate juicy peaches smothered in brown sugar; The dads and uncles 

commuted from Chicago on weekends via the Milwaukee Road and C & O Car Ferry; Then there was a telephone, the 
party line; As a special indulgence, we drove into town for ice cream at Park Dairy; It took hours to get to the dunes in 
the rowboat with the 7 and a half Evinrude; In the summer of 1965, my sister slid down the dam in cut off blue jeans on 
her fanny.  Her thrill was worth the scolding.  Time went by. 

Education pursuits and careers have taken us far away from Hamlin Lake, however, 
we always return because it is worth the jour- ney. Our story isn’t complete.  Recently I home-
steaded on the Lake.   

We all have our Lake stories.  There are many permanent and seasonal residents, 
vacationers and recreational enthusiasts who revere the Lake. And, along with sharing the 
Lake comes a heartfelt sense of belonging that creates the need for assurances for our future 
generations. What makes six generations of family return to the same scene year after year?  
The answer is sustainability. What creates sustainability? The answer is stewardship. 

Historically Hamlin Lake and its inhabitants along with numerous government agencies and nonprofit environ-
mental organizations, especially the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society, have influenced and continue to influence the 
sustainability of this area in the ensuing ways: logging and forestry, gaming and sportsmanship, fish implant, monitoring 
and research, water quality, stream and watershed monitoring, wise land usage, riparian information and education. wet-
land conservation and restoration, reintroduction of threatened species, dam reconstruction, protection from invasive 
species, environmental protection regarding slant drilling, sand mining, fertilizers, septic leaching, duneland preservation, 
bird migration and wildlife monitoring (just to name a few!). 

We have fished her waters and climbed her dunes.  The Lake has blessed us with her enduring grace, beauty, 
charm and intrigue.  It is time to honor our Lake. It is time we honor her in bronze.  Currently the Ludington Waterfront 
Park and Sculpture Gardens does not have a sculpture correlating Hamlin Lake’s historical, sequential and ecological 
impact upon the local community. A sculpture representing Hamlin Lake should encourage awareness and stewardship 
of the environment; enhance understanding of the interconnectedness regarding the community as an integral part of the 
Great Lakes Ecosystem.  It should portray an example of native species, both plant and wildlife. It should express a com-
muniqué of togetherness and timelessness. It should be people friendly and interactive and photogenic 

Recently, the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society unanimously supported a proposal for a sculpture to be de-
signed representing Hamlin Lake. On 23 May 2008, the Ludington Waterfront Park and Sculpture Garden Task Force 
approved the proposal submitted for this project with an estimated cost of  $75,000 to $125,000.  Hamlin Lake residents 
are currently strategizing an outline of proceedings, timetable, and plan of action to procure the necessary funding. Nu-
merous fundraising events will be crucial.  Your support is needed to make this project a reality. With an installation tar-
get date of the 2009 summer, there is no time to waste! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  

  
    As I begin writing it is a busy holiday weekend on our lake.  Snowbirds are still unpacking and with their healthy 
tans creating a bit of envy in those of us who winter over.  Ludington State Park is booked to capacity.  Family cot-
tages are being aired out, boat docks being repositioned, and fishermen start out early in their quest.  Its a good feel-
ing that so many continue to return like the migrating birds to this special place.  And given the event some time is 
hopefully been set aside to remember others who enjoyed the lake in other times. 
 
    Memorial Day is also a time for reflection on the generosity of the friends and families of those from the past who 
have remembered the lake and made donations to benefit those of us who still enjoy the lake.  Some of those  
donations have been very significant to our continued use and enjoyment of the lake.  As examples, I think of the Hill 
family who donated enough property to create a township park, boat launch, and pavilion.  The Herrmann family has  
underwritten water quality monitoring equipment for more than a decade.  HLPS has also assisted many families in 
designating and installing some special bench, signage, piece of recreational equipment, or other memorial for a lake 
lover.   
And each year we receive designated memorial gifts from family and friends honoring 
a departed member or recognizing a special event. 
 
    Some of these funds have accumulat- ed over time and recent action of the Board of 
Directors assures that they will have long lasting benefit.  In our May meeting the Board 
authorized using the reserved memorial donations and gifts  
designated to our general fund for two major projects.  First, a fireplace  
and barbecue pit designed in the original plans for the Wilson Hill Park (but  
never installed due to a lack of township funds) will be completed.  Second, a  
deep well will be drilled and faucet will be installed in the Park to replace  
the earlier shallow well contaminated and closed due to high nitrate levels. Both pro-
jects have been approved by the town- ship board and will ensure many years of con-
tinued use of this facility. 
 
    I also believe that the generosity of the past will be matched by today's users.  That is, I believe that gifts will con-
tinue to be designated for use by HLPS.  We offer our thanks in advance and our commitment that such  
thoughtful remembrances will be put to good use.  We also solicit your opinions as to future priority projects that we 
can support.  Send your comments and suggestions by mail, e-mail, personal contact, or participation in our upcom-
ing events. 
 
    Let the enjoyment of this season begin.  Let our thoughts remember those who give and will continue to give. 

                        
        

…”it behooves all of 
us to make known 
our desire that as 

funds become 
available they are 

used to preserve this 
very special place.” 

Zebra Mussel Protocol 
 
 

If you would like to participate in the on-going “Very Unscientific Zebra Mussel Study”, below is the procedure.  
Your participation in encouraged. 
 
1.  Tie a thin rope around a 4”x 8” patio brick or regular household brick and suspend it one foot from the lake 
bottom at the end of your dock.  A shady spot is best if you have an option. Do this as early as possible in the 
spring, preferably May or early June.   
2.  In September, remove the brick and count the Zebra Mussels on the brick.  You can check for growth peri-
odically if you wish.  
3.  Send the data to Lynn Hoepfinger at lhoepfinger@charter.net  who will collate the data and issue an annu-
al report.   
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Treasurer’s Quarterly Report 

 January1 to March 31, 2008 

 
     

CHECKING ACCOUNT:  
 Previous 
Balance   Deposits  

 
Disbursem

ents   Balance  

 62478.05 2233.78 2686.93 62024.90 

     

Membership Dues  23035.32 260.00 305.15 22970.17 

     

Riparian Magazine.    Subscriptions.  596.75 6.00 518.00 84.75 

     

 CONTRIBUTIONS:      

 General Fund  8282.45 1550.78 1430.78 8422.45 

     

 Fish Fund  7692.04 0.00 0.00 7,692.04 

     

 Water Quality  5480.23 0.00 .433.00 5047.23 

     

 Fireworks  4507.18 0.00 0.00 4507.18 

     

 Walleye Stocking  1972.01 0.00 .0.00 1,972.81 

     

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52 0.00 0.00 2,623.52 

 (Land Purchase)  1.000.00 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 

     

Boat Ramps 908.59 0.00 0.00 908.59 

     

Memorials 6229.16 417.00 0.00 6646.16 

     

Sailing 150.00 0.00 0.00 150.00 

(includes #2 CD @ $5,000, #3 CD @ $15,000 and #4 CD @ $10,000)  

     

WEST SHORE BANK CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT:   

#1 CD valued at: $7,418.79 + $86.02 int. = $7,504.81)   

(int 10/20/07 –1/19/08 @ 4.6%)    

#2 CD  $802.34 past int. + $73.27 current int. = $875.61   

(int. 10/20/07 - 2/19/08 @ 5.01%)     

#3 CD  $1419.23 past int. + $197.99 current int.= $1,616.22   

(int. 10/22/07 - 1/21/08 @ 4.76%)    

#4 CD  $777.35 past int. + $120.91 current int.= $898.26    
(int. 12/17/07-3/16/08 @ 4.5%)     

    

     

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE:                                                        $62,024.90  

WEST SHORE BANK  #1 CD + int. and #2,#3, #4 CD int.                                                                        $10,894.90  

                                                                                                    TOTAL $72,919.80 
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Any person interested in joining this effort, sharing expertise or requesting further information please contact Gin 
Hluchan at 231 843 8801 or Rita Ward at  231 845 9956.  

Your contribution to the Hamlin Lake Sculpture through the Community Foundation for Mason County may be 
eligible for a federal tax deduction and a state tax credit.  Gifts of $25 will be publicly acknowledged in the media.  Dona-
tions of $1,000 and larger will be everlastingly engraved on a bronze plaque in the park. Please make all checks payable 
to the Community Foundation of Mason County, P.O. Box 10, Ludington MI 49431. Please note “Hamlin Lake Sculpture” 
on your check.  Family members may jointly contribute the amount necessary in order for a Family name or memorial to 
be engraved on the plaque. 

Ludington’s Waterfront and Hamlin Lake are just a few short miles apart and our natural resources link us cultur-
ally and economically. Let’s tell the vital story of Hamlin Lake in the form of art in the park where family and friends and 
thousands of others will witness our respect of the importance of caring for special places.  When our grandchildren play 
in the park their family heritage will be nearby on a plaque and represented by a sculpture to remind them that steward-
ship is significant and necessary for a sustainable future. Let a sculpture be a reminder to us all that humans along with 
wild and natural things make up this irreplaceable, fragile and ever-changing part of the great Lakes Ecosystem. 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

 
 

Been a long winter, you say?  Imagine the poor sailors for whom almost any wind is a fair wind—except below about 33 
degrees. 
This winter we have had to watch more legal maneuvering the race maneuvering for the America ’s Cup.  And endure the 
fact that only because the right to run the Race is owned by the New York Yacht Club does the US stay in the news in 
the most important match race in sailing.  For those of you wondering when I will 
get to the point, the Race is called the America’s Cup race is that the first 
race, run off the southern coast of Eng- land was won by the yacht America.  
As the news reports stated:  There was no second in sight when America 
crossed the line. 
Nothing is so sad to a sailor as a sailboat up in a sling or on a trailer.  Today’s 
sailboats are truly things of beauty.  But, this time of year is not for admiring 
clean lines of the boar but thinking about the where the lines are.  You see, sail-
boats do not have rope.  They have lines.  There is a halyard, a main 
sheet, a jib sheet, down haul, outhaul and various other names that are very 
specific to their function.  That is im- portant because in racing the skipper 
may call out a command and it must be understood immediately.  Instead of 
“grab that rope that comes in over there and goes to the jib and pull it in a bit” you hear “trim the jib sheet.”  There are at 
times an expletive attached. 
This is not to discourage anyone from coming out with a newly acquired sailboat this summer and sailing with us.  Satur-
days at 2 PM in the Lower Lake.  We will gladly help you get the hang of it.  There are knots to learn, rigging to under-
stand and a few rules to master.  Everything about sailing really takes the sailor back in history thousands of years.  The 
rights of the road on highways really go back to the rights established by sailors.  If you are approaching another sailboat 
and its sail is out to the left side of that boat, left if you were on board looking forward, he is on starboard.  (Comes from 
the Viking word, steyrbord, meaning the steering board or oar that was always on the right side of the boat.)  If your sail 
is out over the right side of the boat, you are on port.  (Also from the Viking because if you were maneuvering to land at 
a port, you would not go in on the side with the steering oar.  Way back, the word was larboard in the English Navy, from 
the word to lay by the dock or port.  Because of the likely confusion, port replaced larboard.) 
All winter we sailors longed to tell tales of the races last summer or any other summer.  But, no one to talk to.  We will 
shortly gather again, shout greetings to each other, and go to work to beat him to the next buoy.  At least, that is my view 
from the cockpit, or my dream right now. 

 

 
 

VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 
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What a great time of year to be on the river. We have been completing some work and preparing for a significant amount of work in 
2008. 
    In April we planted additional shrubbery and trees on stream bank stabilization projects at the Pole Bridge Site and the State of 
Michigan Property upstream of Freesoil Rd. Both these sites were 2007 projects that were completed. 
    On May 9th a group of volunteers met the MDNR Hatchery Trucks at 3 bridge crossings on the Sable and provided float boxes 
to scatter plant the trout throughout the stream. This is an interesting process. The MDNR transports ~8,000- 5" Gilchrist Creek 
Strain Brown Trout to the river. The MDNR discharges the fish from the tanker truck by pipe into the river. The volunteers put the 
trout in float boxes attached to canoes and float down stream dispersing the fingerlings a few at a time in suitable habitat. We feel 
scatter planting the fingerlings increases survival and causes less stress on the trout in the river prior to the planting. 
    At this time we are confident we can secure the permits to stabilize the remaining 2 severe stream bank erosion sites on the riv-
er. We have secured the funding for this work.  
    This would be quite a milestone to have stabilized all of the identified severe erosion sites on the river. There would remain ~ 40 
minor and moderate sites to repair on the Big Sable.There will always be work to be done on eroding stream banks.  
    The goal is not to eliminate sand from the stream bed but to permit the river return to a natural amount of sedimentation.  
    We are continuing the large woody debris project that was started in 2007 as a pilot project for future work on the river. Some 
areas of the river have been identified as being in need of additional woody debris (natural wood in the form of stumps and logs) to 
increase fish habitat. This structure will also benefit micro invertibrates and mammals. 
    We are implementing a macro invertibrate survey this year to develop base line data of the population of macro invertibrates in 
the river. This is an excellent indicator of water quality. We are confident the water quality is very good in the river but this would be 
a great way to monitor the quality of the water and ecology of the stream. 
    Our fund raising efforts will again be in the form of a "Youth Fly Fishing Seminar". This is a one day seminar for youth 12-18 on 
the basics of fly fishing. This is hosted by Ray Schmidt of Schmidt Outfitters in Wellston. This is free to the youth. We seek dona-
tions from organizations and individuals. 100% of the donations go directly to work on the river.  Ray and his staff provide the facili-
ty and their time for free. If you would like additional information contact myself or Jim Miller (231-464-7228). 
    We are close to completing a 12' Cedar Strip Canoe that will be raffled to benefit the river. Again all proceeds go directly to the 
river. We will have the honor of displaying this canoe at the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Annual Meeting. The canoe will  be 
on display at several locations in the area. Please purchase some tickets on this very special piece of art.  
    I would like to THANK the HLPS for a donation to help support our work on the river this year. We pledge to spend this as well 
as all of our funding in a very responsible manner to benefit the long term health of the river. As Kent often says " Your water be-
comes our water". 
    My best to everyone for a safe and enjoyable summer season on the water. Enjoy the water and be considerate of others. What 
a privilege and honor to be a steward of such a magnificent natural  resource.       
 
Wayne Andersen, Chairman 
Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee     

 
Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee Summer Activities 

Annual Meeting 
 

Make sure you mark your calendars for our annual HLPS Meeting. 
 

The annual meeting is set for Sat. Aug. 2nd at the Hamlin Township hall.  
This is an important meeting to attend as we will be changing our by-laws to facilitate the 
election of  the officers of the HPLS board.  

Our program this year  is called “Remembering Hamlin Lake How It Was”. 
It was developed by Alison Puffer and other lake riparians. 
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Got Water? Keep our Great Lakes from going down the drain 
 Mary Hebblewhite 

Even as a droughty Georgian, I don't want MI's waters for sale......That's a stop gap pseudo 
solution, an emergency measure. Leave the pressure on GA and other dry states....that will 
pressure GA gov't and the developers who think we have to keep growing to survive. Mean-
while, why should MI sell it's water? You guys got any good reasons? If so please do let me 
know!  

 

 
Dear Mary and Dr. Paul,  
The time to stand up for Michigan's waters is now. The State Senate just narrowly passed legislation that would 
allow up to 25% of some of our precious lakes and rivers to be open for withdrawal!  Yes, you heard me right, up to 
25% of some of our best waterways.  
If that wasn't bad enough, the Senate allowed provisions that undermine public control over our water.  Without 
strong laws that support public control of the Great Lakes, our state is vulnerable to corporations and special inter-
ests that seek to export and misuse our water.  
The State House can fix this, but they need to hear from you, not just corporate special interests. Take action now - 
http://michiganwaternotforsale.com 
Tell your State Representative to reject the Senate proposal (SB 860).  Instead they should pass tough new 
laws that protect our Great Lakes and inland waters for generations to come by strengthening public control.  Tell 
them to reject a special interest driven proposal that would allow up to 25% of some of Michigan's water to be open 
for withdrawal. 
Time is of the essence. Please take action now by going to http://michiganwaternotforsale.com.  
Send the message to the State House that Michigan Water is NOT FOR SALE!!! 
Sincerely, 
  
Dan Farough 
Executive Director, 
Progress Michigan  

  

Fish Report  

 
Walleye are again being raised in the walleye assoc. ponds. They requested financial help to repair equipment that was damaged 
this winter. The $2,000.00 in the walleye fund will be given to them. The walleye will be planted in Hamlin Lake this year. 
The DEQ has given us a permit to plant hybrid bluegills in Hamlin Lake this year. The hybrids can grow to 12-15” and can weigh up 
to one and a half lbs. Jim Storm will purchase 6000 of the hybrid fish that are 5-7” long at a cost of $1.15/fish. This will deplete our 
fish fund. 
Photos by Brian Mulherin and are courtesy of the Ludington 
Daily 
News. 

http://progressmichigan.org/page/m/5797cfbd5dcd52d0/ogrAHm/VEsH/
http://progressmichigan.org/page/m/5797cfbd5dcd52d0/ogrAHm/VEsE/
http://progressmichigan.org/page/m/5797cfbd5dcd52d0/ogrAHm/VEsF/
http://progressmichigan.org/page/m/5797cfbd5dcd52d0/zZD3Gk/VEsC/
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Meeting 

May 17th, 2008 
 
Water Quality 
Testing has started. Lynn requested that all bricks be lowered into the water for the very unscientific zebra mussel count. We will 
do the same testing as last year except for the invasive species study since we just did it last year. Lynn thought that we might con-
sider a program of trying to get legislation passed to enforce the use of phosphate free fertilizers. No action taken. 
 
Task Forces 
A general discussion was held on the effectiveness of the 3 task forces, Shoreline Stewardship, Sedimentation, and Weeds, that 
were created last year and whether or not we should continue them. The general consensus was that although the task forces 
have not performed as anticipated they each had accomplished meaningful goals in their first year of existence and we should con-
tinue to use them. 
 
President’s Report 
Since Wayne Disegna agreed to take over the job as Currents editor, Diane Boulais agreed to retake over the job of mailing and 
distribution but would have to give up her job as membership chairman. After some discussion Diane will continue as membership 
chairman and Ruth Crompton will take over the mailing and distribution of the Currents. 
Again our heart felt thanks to Alice Dennison for her many years of service as the editor of the Hamlin Currents.  
Permits for sailing regattas and fireworks display have been applied for through Mason County sheriff and the DNR. 
Jim Pinkerton has helped establish a scholarship fund with WSCC to help any student whose field of interest is in the area of lake 
studies science or related area. Motion passed to support a $500.00 scholarship 
 Plans for a tour guide booklet of historical sites on Hamlin Lake have been put on hold since Peg Gage has not received enough 
submissions to justify a publication. 
 
Hamlin Lake Association 
HLA is a non- profit organization that was formed so that if the need arose to take legal and political action with regard to a situa-
tion that could or would effect our lake this organization could do so. HLPS being a charitable organization can not do those things. 
In the past HLA has worked on the dam repair, slant oil well drilling under Hamlin Lake and other similar projects. Dick Puffer was 
seeking direction as to whether or not HLA should disband since they have lost some board members and there is little activity that 
they are involved in. The board feels that HLA should remain in existence, because there are many issues coming up that could 
adversely affect our lake. A suggestion was made that Jack Wood and Jeff Austin may be interested in joining the HLA board. 
 
Sculpture Park Hamlin Theme 
Ginny Hluchan has been working with a group to get a sculpture put into Sculpture Park that would represent Hamlin Lake. The 
City is looking for just 2 more sculptures to complete the park. Ginny and her group have several ideas about what might be ac-
ceptable designs for the park that would represent Hamlin Lake. The City is looking to have all the sculptures in place by mid-2009 
so time is short and the Hamlin Lake sculpture group is looking for support in the form of mailing lists and help in getting the word 
out to people about their financial needs. We explained that it is our policy not to give out our mailing lists to anyone but we would 
be supportive by having articles published in the Currents and mentioning them at our various events. The board in general was 
quite excited by this project. A motion was made by Bonnie Wood to support this project. Motion carried 
 
Phragmities (Common Reed) Infestation/ BSWR 
Wayne Anderson Chairman of the Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee presented evidence that we now have an infesta-
tion of Common Reed or Phragmities in the Hamlin Lake marsh and some other areas. This plant can take over an area very 
quickly tripling or quadrupling its habitat annually. Where the Phragmities grows no birds nest nor is there any evidence of common 
insects being present. The area becomes a dead zone. The plant can be contained by selective harvesting in a very narrow time 
frame (mid July to the end of July). Wayne is working with the Forest Service to get the harvesting done but they may have to rely 
on volunteers because of funding cut backs. If volunteers are needed Wayne will coordinate the efforts. The board supported this 
effort and many members signed up to help if necessary. Kent Gage confirmed what Wayne was saying about the Phragmities as 
he has been working on an infestation on his property. 
 Wayne also talked about several projects they have underway to stop sediment run off into the Big Sable River which ultimately 
ends up in Hamlin Lake. He asked for financial help from HLPS. He is able to get matching grants for funds gotten from groups like 
ours. A motion was made to take $2000.00 from our water quality fund to support the BSWR efforts. Motion passed. 
 
Old Business 
Terms of office 
The class of 2008 (Boulais, Crompton, Gartside, Gearhart, Hoepfinger, Wood, Puffer) those wishing to remain on the board should 
contact the nominating committee asap so that any outstanding vacancies can be filled at the annual meeting. Class of 2009 
(Gage, Austin, Clark, Pinkerton, Disegna, Dennison, Leibole, Storm) should let the nominating committee know now if they are not 
going to complete their term. Kent Gage will not accept re-nomination for President after the 2008 annual meeting.  
For years the HLPS board has elected it president and officers. It has been found that our bylaws state that the officers should be 
elected by the members at the annual meeting. If we are to continue what we have been doing we will need to amend the bylaws.  
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ML&SA Membership 
The recommendation is to continue our membership in this organization. Stu Gartside made a motion to do so. Jim Pink-
erton seconded. Motion carried. 
 
Fireworks 
The fireworks are set for July 5th. The rain date being the 6th. Lloyd Gearhart is again asking for help on clean up the 
morning after. It only takes about an hour to accomplish the job. You need to bring a rake and a plastic garbage bag. 
 
WSCC Payments 
Kent will be meeting WSCC to see if we can again use their labs to assist in the water quality program. If they agree then 
we will allocate $200.00 from the water quality fund to WSCC to help pay for chemicals used and waste disposal costs. 
Gary Shilander is willing to do the testing for us if he can use the WSCC lab. We would again pay Gary $600.00 for this 
work. It was suggested that if this did not work out we might contact Bruce Pelliter as he does this type of testing. Motion 
passed to support these expenditures. 
 
Memorial Fund 
The memorial fund presently has about $6,000.00 in it . This money is to be used to finish the fireplace that was in the 
original plans for the Wilson Park Pavilion. Jim Pinkerton has been working with the contractor to get the fireplace built. 
At this time it appears that the cost of the fireplace will be on the order of $12,000.00. Along with this plans had been 
made to drill a new well at Wilson Park which would require additional monies. Stu Gartside made a motion to use up to 
$20,000.00 out of the general fund to complete this project. Motion passed. 
Ruth Crompton will work on getting the new well drilled. 
Kent suggested that future memorial fund donations be used to help put playground equipment in the parks located 
around Hamlin Lake.  
 
Contribution for Hazardous Waste Collection 
Laura Lyons made a presentation at our last board meeting plus her article appeared in our last Currents. Hamlin Town-
ship was #1 in lbs of total hazardous waste collected but 10th in financial support of the project. The township increased 
its support very little. Since there is a potential for hazardous waste getting into our lake if it is not handled in a timely 
fashion the board felt that we should help support the efforts to clean up the hazardous waste by helping to defray the 
cost. A motion was made by Jim Pinkerton to donate $500.00 to the hazardous waste collection program. Ruth Cromp-
ton seconded. Motion passed. 
 
New Business 
 
Nominating Committee 
The committee is Lloyd Gearhart, Ruth Crompton, Jim Pinkerton, and Susan Austin. 
 
Bylaws 
The bylaws need to be amended to state what actual practice is for electing HLPS board officers. 
 
Newsletter 
The last 2 issues of the newsletter have been late in coming out . The board feels that the printing of the Currents should 
be done locally to insure that the newsletter gets out in a timely fashion. A motion was made by Bonnie Wood to pay for 
the printing of the Currents to be done locally and that up to $2000.00 be allocated for this expense. Lynn Hoepfinger 
seconded. Motion passed. 
Kent Gage will send Bill Batson a letter thanking him for the printing service he has done for us in the past. 
 
Duplicate Keys 
A situation arose this Winter with regard to the township wanting to put some information in our HLPS bulletin boards. 
We were not able to locate the keys to open the boards up. Duplicate keys will be made and left with persons who will be 
here all Winter. 
 
Next Meeting : Tuesday June 24th at Ruth Crompton’s @ 7:00 pm 
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Blub Blub Blurb:  Spring 2008 
Harmful Algae Study Results 

 
In the early fall of 2006, HLPS collected samples for a state-wide study to determine if inland Michigan lakes had signifi-
cant amounts of harmful blue-green algae (cyanobacteria).  A special thanks goes to Laura Lyons and her husband Will, 
who spent a significant amount of time collecting samples from the far reaches of upper and lower Hamlin Lake for this 
study.    
One object of the study was to measure toxin levels produced by blue-green algae in a large number of inland lakes.  
Samples from 77 lakes were taken along the shore where human contact is most likely to occur.  A second object was to 
study the relationship among zebra mussels, phosphorus levels, and blue green algae.  Previous studies had shown that 
zebra mussels may selectively consume non toxic algae leaving the toxic forms to grow to higher levels.  The results 
were published this past winter and are found in reference  number 2 below.   
Cyanobacteria (blue-green algae) are organisms that produce mycrocystin, a hepatotoxin which can be injurious and 
sometimes fatal to terrestrial animals and humans.  Cyanobacteria blooms also cause reduction in water clarity, taste 
and odor problems, and reduce the recreational value of a lake.  In this study, mycrocystin content was measured in the 
samples we provided.   
Of the 77 lakes that participated, Hamlin Lake and almost all of the other lakes had mycrocystin levels well below the 
World Health Organization guidelines of 1.0 microgram per liter (ug/L) for drinking water and  20 ug/L for recreational 
exposure.  Concentrations from all lakes ranged from 0.02 to 46.4 ug/L. Our results in ug/L are shown below.   

 
 
Major conclusions from the study are as follows: 

Almost all lakes tested had very low toxin levels which posed no risk to recreational users. 
Mycrocystin levels were highest at the shoreline. 
Mycrocystin levels were substantially higher and more variable in lakes that have zebra mussels. 
Phosphorus levels have a positive correlation with mycrocystin levels in lakes having no zebra mussels. 
High levels of mycrocystin were found in two lakes with low phosphorus levels and populations of zebra mussels.  
 

If you have read this far, you are probably totally confused.  If you are interested in a better explanation and want to 
know more about this phenomenon, check the references listed below 
 
References: 

Raikow, D. E., O. Sarnelle, A. E. Wilson, and S. K. Hamilton, 2004.  Dominance of the noxious cyanobacterium Mi-
crocystis aeruginosa in low nutrient lakes is associated with exotic zebra mussels. Limnology and Oceanography 
49:482-487.  (Available on line.) 

Sarnelle, A.E., and Mandell, H.  Monitoring and Predicting Concentrations of Cyanobacterial Toxins in Michigan 
Lakes.    www.michigan.gov/deq.   Search for “harmful algae” to get the report.  

 
Lynn Hoepfinger 
Water Quality Chairman 

 N. Shore E. Shore S. Shore W. Shore Deep Basin 

Lower Hamlin 0.06 0.08 0.06 0.13 0.08 

Upper Hamlin 0.18 0.16 0.18 0.20 0.18 

Spring Weed Study 
The aquatic  plant study group did their first survey of the weed population this year. Compared to last year the 
weed growth is less than last year as defined by our standard of “boatable” area. This is probably due to the 
“cool” Spring we are having.  Of special interest is the Eurasian Milfoil Weed. This invasive species was found in 
all the bayous and channels as reported last year.  The EMW was also found along the South shore of upper 
Hamlin Lk  in about the same abundance as last year. New this year was the appearance of the EMW along the 
North shore of upper Hamlin Lk. We definitely are seeing more EMW on Hamlin Lk and we will probably have to 
address this issue sometime in the future. 
 
Aquatic Plant Committee 
(Weed Whackers)     
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Phosphorus Free Fertilizer Now  
Available Locally 

 
   
 
 

 Did you know that if you draw water from the 
lake to irrigate your lawn or garden, you may need 
to use less or no fertilizer?  Lake water contains 
some fertilizing nutrients including phosphorus.  
The best way to know if you need fertilizer is to 
have your soil tested. The Michigan State 
University Extension Service provides this testing.  
To take advantage of this service, sample your 
lawn or garden in several locations, 2-4 inches 
below the surface.  Mix the samples in a bucket 
and take a one-pint sample to the Extension 
Service office which is located at 102 S. Main 
Street in Scottville.  Cost for analysis is $11.00. 
 
 If you do need to fertilize, it is recommended 
you use phosphorus-free fertilizer.  It is available at 
Briggs Hardware and Home Depot. 
 
 

2008 DATES TO REMEMBER  
 

 
 
June 24 —    Next Board Meeting  

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 5    —    HLPS Fireworks  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
August 2—Annual Dinner and Meeting 
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