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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER
One of the benefits of year round residency on our lake is that when things slow down a bit in the fall there is time to
reflect on the busy season passed. This column covers some of those musings as they relate to the Hamlin Lake
Preservation Society’s role in that special place.
There were many positive events of this summer for HLPS: completion of dam repairs, the largest attendance in history at our annual meeting held at the town hall, more sailors participating in the Saturday regattas, a great fireworks
show, expanded water monitoring. But in other ways this summer was less active than others. We did not have anyone
come forward to coordinate an ice cream social. We sponsored no special events such as History Day. Committees
which I hoped would have a more involved agenda and public meetings have needed additional time to get going. Perhaps this is the normal flow of life with some spurts and ebbs, celebrations and worries. For HLPS as well there is such
a balance.
Years of good stewardship of your contributions keep us in good financial status. The general fund (from your $20
annual dues) has a healthy balance. Contributions you make beyond that low membership fee fund the rest of our budget. We have collected enough of those additional contributions to do additional fish plantings this spring. Despite a temporary halt to walleye plantings due to VHS disease, we will be applying to the DNR for a permit to plant additional hybrid
blue gills, muskelunge, and perhaps other species. We will continue cooperation with MSU Extension Services, West
Shore Community College, Michigan Lake and Stream Associations, and the Department of Natural Resources in our
water quality monitoring programs. In recognition of the need to assure future professional expertise in lake studies we
have recently finalized an agreement to fund an annual student scholarship through the WSCC Foundation.
We have sought and gained permission from the township to complete the original plans at Wilson Hill Park. When
that property was generously donated by the Hill family there were not funds to complete the barbecue fireplace drawn
up for the shelter. And the original water source at that site was found to be polluted and closed down. The Board of
Directors approved the recommendation of a special committee appointed to recommend appropriate use of memorial
funds entrusted to HLPS. In 2008 we will
be completing that fireplace and installing a new
well with pump. I think it both an appropriate tribute to those in our history who loved this
…”it behooves all of
place and those current and future who
use it.
us to make known accomplishments you should all feel good about
In summary, there are some positive
our desire that as
supporting. There are also some things
that I worry about.
HLPS is one of the largest lake associations in our state. We have regularly had more
funds become
than 400 members for some years. But
this year membership declined slightly for the
available they are
first time in a decade. With about 10% of
residencies changing hands each year we face
a constant need to become known to those
used to preserve this newcomers as a significant positive factor in
Hamlin life. We had 91 prior members not
membership this year; they were revery special place.” renew
placed by less than 50 new members. Obviously we need to do a better job of publicizing
our agenda and activities. You can help by
meeting, greeting, and recruiting those new
neighbors as well.
For some years we have sponsored one of the area’s largest fireworks displays on the Saturday closest to the Fourth
of July. (July 5, 2008 for those with the family calendar at hand.) But as I write this column, funding for that next show is
less than hoped for. Our policy is to contract in the prior December for the next year show in order to secure a significant
discount. Last year we collected $8000 by December; this year we have received only slightly more than $7000. A
Board member has offered an additional challenge pledge of $500 so we can duplicate the 2007 effort. And while the
other Board members accepted this challenge in seeking the matching funds they also reaffirmed our policy that only the
money on hand from specified contributions will be committed to our future shows.
We had another year where there was only moderate growth of weeds at least in comparison to other years. Our intensive monitoring and mapping showed few differences between May and Labor Day in terms of interference with boating activity. Perhaps that is luck which can turn bad any year. Part is probably due to an increased number of local associations doing selective spraying.
The down side is increased mapping of Eurasian Water Milfoil and curly-leafed pond weed and more reported
algae blooms. (A brief lesson in treating weeds: When you kill weeds they decay and use the available oxygen; algae
love oxygen-depleted water and invasive species gain an advantage in the rebound.) At best we have a good news, bad
news scenario at least for now.
Hopefully the state’s budget crisis will abate. But right now local units--county, road commission, and townships-continue to receive far fewer funds than are needed to address important issues of road run-off and sedimentation,
shoreline management, and natural resources management. While HLPS remains a non-political entity, it behooves all
of us to make known our desire that as funds become available they are used to preserve this very special place.
See you on the lake.
Kent Gage
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Treasurer’s Quarterly Report
July 1 to September 30, 2007

Previous
Balance
68,415.41

Deposits
4,195.53

Disbursem
ents
5,941.82

Balance
66,669.12

22,476.39

1,060.00

335.00

23,201.39

566.75

30.00

0.00

596.75

CONTRIBUTIONS:
General Fund

9,374.57

1,099.70

1,231.82

9,242.45

Fish Fund

7,542.04

135.00

0.00

7,677.04

Water Quality

6,220.23

230.00

.375.00

6,075.23

Fireworks

9,721.18

1,291.00

4,000.00

7,012.18

Walleye Stocking

1,844.00

108.81

.0.00

1,952.81

Land Reserve Project
(Land Purchase)

2,623.52
1.000.00

0.00
0.00

0.00
0.00

2,623.52
1,000.00

687.57

221.02

0.00

908.59

6,209.16

20.00

0.00

6,229.16

Sailing
150.00
(includes #2 CD @ $5,000, #3 CD @ $15,000 and #4 CD @ $10,000)

0.00

0.00

150.00

CHECKING ACCOUNT:

Membership Dues
Riparian Magazine.

Subscriptions.

Boat Ramps
Memorials

WEST SHORE BANK CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT:
#1 CD valued at: $7,274.07 + $59.69 int. = $7,333.76)
(int 5/20/07 - 7/19/07 @ 4.91%)
#2 CD $658.53 past int. + $71.45 current int. = $729.98
(int. 5/20/07 - 819/07 @ 5.01%)
#3 CD $1,034.28 past int. + $190.29 current int.= $1,224.57
(int. 4/22/07 - 7/21/07 @ 4.76%)
#4 CD $538.25 past int. + $119.53 current int.= $657.78 (int.
6/17/07-9/16/07 @ 4.58%)

CHECKING ACCOUNT BALANCE:

$66,669.12

WEST SHORE BANK #1 CD + int. and #2,#3, #4 CD int.
TOTAL
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VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT by Norval Stephens
I have fond sensory memories
of moth balls. My grandmother’s
other closet, where out of season
clothes hung and it smelled of moth
balls. But one of the saddest
reminders of winter is tossing a
few moth balls in the cockpit of my
Laser sailboat on October 20 to
discourage the critters from staying.
It is the real end of the year, or at
least the precious year at Hamlin
Lake. So, I left her, that beautiful
hull shining in the sling over one of
our boat slips in the boat house.
The start of the tristesse was a
glorious day on October 17. Light
wind. Calm. Warm. But, it was time
to take the boat lift out and store it.
No time for a last sail.
And what a day for a last sail.
The maples had finally started doing
what maples do in October. Russet
to brilliant crimson. Even some of
the oaks that I planted to replace
the 70 diseased beech trees we
took down three years ago were

beginning to blush. It would have
been one last great day on the
water. Not only was it not to be,
but the next three days had one of
the strongest wind storms I can
remember. Gusts well over 50

mph. The message seemed to be
that what was left of summer was a
memory.

stretch in August went three weeks
with no rain. Not a day when the
grandchildren had cabin fever. But,
the zebra mussels were there.
More than last year on my brick, but
they were much smaller than last
year. A warning to all: I have been
advised to tilt our outboard motor
shafts out of the water at night.
Very small mussels got into the
intake of our new e-tech motor and
that resulted in some real damage.
This reminiscing started with
moth balls in the cockpit. You just
can’t not think of those wonderful
Saturdays, stretched out full, main
sheet in tight at the start of the
races. Those moth balls are
surrogates for me now for a while.
At least that is my view from the
cockpit

2007 was a pretty good
year. We got the dam repaired.
The weeds were not too bad. We
never had an algae bloom. One

Memorials – 2007
Fred Benseman

by David & Sally Dierks

George Boz

by Dr. Joe & Carlene Jarabek

Frank & Marie Drusch

by Marte Mesmer

Leslie Gravesen

by Carol Ann Gravesen

Erna Gray

by Barry Gray

Carol Boardman Hittle

by Bowie & Helen Duncan

Norm Klemm

by Steve & Jennifer Klemm

Irv Lovato

by Elaine Lovato and Kenneth & Luella Lovato

Cecil A. Moyer

by Christopher & Sandy Moyer

John O’Connor

by Elizabeth O’Connor

Verlon Prafke

by Steve & Jennifer Klemm

Ray & Neoma Purtell

by Jack & Sharyn Purtell

Walter Schwochow

John L. Stephens

by Bruce & Ginger Terlep

Jack & Edith Turner

by John & Judith Turner

Stephen B. Vogt, Sr.

by Joyce Vogt

Janna Wire

by Edwin & Margaret Phillips
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Minutes of Hamlin Lake Preservation Society Board Meeting of September 22, 2007
Present: Kent Gage, Susan Austin, Jim Clark, Wayne
Disegna, Stu Gartside, Lloyd Gearhart, Lynn Hoepfinger, Linda Leibole, Jim Pinkerton, Alison Puffer.
Laura Lyons - Guest
Meeting called to order 9:30 am @ Jim Pinkerton’s
house.

who is interested.
Website
We have a website. It is Hamlin Lake Preservation.Org.
Jim Clark got the web site for us and Jeff Rupp has been
gracious enough to develop the site for us. We are still in
the learning curve about web sites but take a look at what
we have. I think you’ll like it! All suggestions are welcome; please contact anyone of the board members with
Reports
your ideas.
President’s Report
Secretary’s Report
WSCC
Minutes of the May 24th meeting and minutes of the
Kent was able to meet with the new VP at WSCC conAnnual Dinner Meeting of Aug.4 2007 approved.
cerning their support of the lake’s testing program. The
Treasurer’s Report
school administration does not feel that they can support
The report was approved as presented. The fish fund is
the program with faculty help because of the cost. They
high but no stocking is now being allowed with the
estimate that the expense is about $6000/yr. They have
threat of a harmful virus being introduced from nonoffered the use of their labs to do the tests at no cost. We
native fish. There is a possibility of planting perch since
have contacted a student who will do the testing but will
they are immune to the virus. The walleye fund is ready
not interpret the results. The cost for his services is $600/
to be transferred to the walleye association, but need to
yr. The board felt that WSCC was being very fair and that
wait to see what their needs are
we should support the school in
before doing so. Jim Storm needs to
some manner. Stu Gartside made
be contacted on these two items.
a motion to fund a $1000 scholarWe continue to receive funds from
HLPS has a website thanks to Jim
ship for a student in the biological
the boat ramps. These funds will be
Clark and Jeff Rupp . Take a look
sciences at WSCC on an annual
given to Hamlin Twp for maintebasis if funds are available in our
nance of the boat ramps on Hamlin
at www.hamlinlakepreservation.org
General Fund. Alison Puffer 2nd the
Lake. There are sufficient funds in
motion. The motion carried. Kent
the General Fund to undertake
Gage and Jim Pinkerton will notify
some special projects if the need
the school of our scholarship.
arises.
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians
Membership
There has been no response from the LRBOI to a proMembership for 2007 is 395. This represents a drop of
posed meeting with them. At this point if they contact us
51 members from 2006. Many ideas were presented as
we will be happy to meet with them and discuss possible
to how to improve membership. The main thought was
joint environmental ventures
to have more contact with the lake community through
Summer Activities
more social functions, more newspaper articles and
The fireworks went off well this year. Lloyd Gearhart
personal contacts.
needs more help on clean up next year.
Water Quality
Annual Dinner was well attended. The Hamlin Twp Hall is
The Michigan Lake & Stream Associations’ testing proa good place to hold this event.
grams that we were doing this year are now completed.
Sailing is becoming a bigger event every year. There
The new program to survey for invasive plant species
seems to be more interest in the Sat. afternoon races as
such as curly leaf pond weed, Eurasian milfoil weed,
the number of boats increased from last year.
and hydrilla is also complete. Our lake has curly leaf
Road End Reactions – the article in the Currents about
pond weed and Eurasian milfoil weed, but no hydrilla.
road ends caused the Ludington Daily News to become
The amount of Eurasian milfoil present in the upper
interested and they did what Kent felt was a very fair artilake seemed less in the Fall than in the Spring but that
cle on the road end situation. Kent feels certain that this
is probably due to the amount of spraying done for
will become a bigger issue in the years to come.
aquatic plants. The WSCC Report on 4 months of testOld Business
ing is done and shows very little change from last year.
Terms of Office:
Lynn is collecting the results from the annual zebra
Class of 2008: Boulais, Crompton, Gartside, Gearhart,
brick program. It looks as if the numbers of zebra musHoepfinger, Wood, Puffer Class of 2009: Gage
sels is about the same as last year. The overall quality
(Austin), Clark, Pinkerton, Disegna, Dennison, Leibole,
of the lake is good, but we are seeing more invasive
Storm
aquatic plants in our lake and that will have to be monitored.
Fire Place & Well Memorial Funds
Newsletter
Hamlin Township has accepted our donation. Work has
Alice Dennison is looking for someone to take over the
been held up due to a number of problems, but Jim Pinkediting of the newsletter. Anyone who is interested in
erton will contact a contractor for the fireplace and Kent
doing this should contact her. She has undertaken this
will work on getting a well dug at Wilson Park.
important job for many years and is needing to move
New Business
on to other things She is willing to work with anyone
(Continued on page 11)
Hamlin Lake Currents
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Blub Blub Blurb: West Shore Community College Study—Summer 2007
In September 2007, we completed 10 years of joint water quality studies with West Shore Community College. During
the summers, two sites located west of Middle Bayou and east of Rupert Bayou, were sampled. The results continue to
show that Hamlin Lake is a “healthy lake” and water quality has remained fairly constant over the past decade. Results
are discussed below.
Phosphorus: Phosphorus continues to be the nutrient of concern. Both WSCC and the Michigan DEQ provide data
which is shown below. The numbers put Hamlin Lake at the high end of the mesotrophic classification.
Average Phosphorus Results: ug/l
YEAR

WSCC

MDEQ

1998

15

32

1999

7

14

2000

31

No data

2001

20*

No data

2002

30*

19

2003

3

18

2004

26

23

2005

13

19

2006

9

19

2007

7

Awaiting data

AVG.

16.1

20.6

* Outlier results not included in the average
Ammonia, Nitrate, Dissolved Oxygen and pH: These nutrients
were all in the normal range for good water quality.
Temperature: The lake warmed to the low 70’s by mid June and was still in the mid 60’s on Sept. 20. For the past nine
years, surface temperatures in August ranged from a high of 78.8 in 2001 to a low of 70.2 in 2004.
Water Clarity: The water clarity remains high. The lower lake Secchi readings are usually higher than the upper lake
readings. An average value of 13.8 ft. was obtained in the lower lake compared to an average of 11.5 feet in the upper
lake.
Plankton Diversity: Forty-eight species of phytoplankton (suspended microscopic plants) and twenty-nine species of
zooplankton (suspended microscopic animals) were identified. This diversity indicates a healthy lake.

Hamlin Lake Currents
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THE VERY UNSCIENTIFIC ZEBRA MUSSEL STUDY
The zebra mussel study had fewer participants this past summer. Excuses were things like “the zebras ate my rope and I
lost my brick” or “my brick got buried in the sand” or “the wind
blew my dock away”, etc. The Redmonds and the Disegnas
have a total of nine summers of suspended bricks and not
one zebra mussel showed up. Below is a picture of my brick
to show them what they look like. It’s interesting to note that
a few of us are also seeing some snails on our bricks. I’m not
sure what that means other than there are lots of critters that
grow in the lake. Data from those whose brick made it
through the summer is also shown below. A few of us diehards will probably keep the study going, but it would be nice
to expand our numbers. Send me an email if you would like
participate next summer, and I will send you some simple
directions. lhoepfinger@charter.net.

Participant

Location

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

Redmond

Hamlin Shoals

0

0

0

0

Hoepfinger

End of Beaune Road

17

0
Approx.
5000

35 + 22 snails

432 + 6 snails

Dennison Dock
Dennison Boat
House
Green
Disegna
K. Crompton

End of Jebavy

198

5979

140

1200

End of Jebavy
Piney Ridge
Middle Bayou
Partridge Point

62

2605
3314
0

1119
Approx.
1700
Approx.
1200
1180
0
13

18
None by July 4
0
30

650
301
0
0 + 12 snails

Thorp

Indian Pete Bayou

Over 600

BIG SABLE WATERSHED RESTORATION COMMITTEE REPORT - FALL 2007
The Sable River Group has had some success in 2007 in starting projects that were identified in the 2006
Stream Bank Erosion Inventory. Four of the forty-nine sites identified will be repaired this year.
The site identified on MDNR Property located above Free Soil Road Bridge has been stabilized with timbered
walkway, planted beach grass, shrubbery and trees. The site on USFS Property located downstream of Pole Bridge is
currently being worked on. A timber walkway has been installed. Rock will be installed at the base of the riverbank, the
bank will be graded to a gentler slope and planted with grasses and shrubs. When completed this fall this will have repaired one of the four severely eroded sites identified on the Big Sable.
Two sites classified as minor erosion sites have also been repaired. One Large Woody Debris Project was
completed this summer with permits in place for more work in the future. The Sable River Crew assisted the MDNR in
scatter planting approximately 8000 brown trout in the Big Sable. The MDNR completed a trout population survey above
Hamilton Road on the Big Sable. The survey showed a healthy population of trout in this section of river. In 2006 the
MDNR completed a trout population survey below Stephens Road that indicated a healthy fish population in this section
of the river.
The Salmon in the Classroom equipment was transferred from Free Soil Schools to Ludington High School.
The Youth Fly Fishing Seminar was held in late July with 16 young people being exposed to Fly Fishing at Schmidt Outfitters in Wellston. The Fourth Annual Youth Fly Fishing Seminar will be held August 9 and 10 of 2008. This is free to
youths 12-16 who would like to learn about Fly Fishing. Contact me if you know of a young person who would like to
participate in this event. I would like to thank Kent Gage for attending BSWRXC meeting and reporting on current issues on Hamlin Lake. Kent does an outstanding job of representing the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society. I would also
like to thank the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society for allowing me to present a program at their 2007 Annual Meeting.
Feel free to contact me with Hamlin Lake/Big Sable River Watershed issues.
Best regards, Wayne Andersen, Chairman BSWRC whandersen@triton.net
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Beach Monitoring Program
E. Coli found in swimming waters can cause gastroenteritis. So testing for E. Coli was performed again in August of
2007 using the same methods that health departments use to monitor local beaches. Samples were obtained from the
perimeter of the upper and lower lakes and submitted to the Great Lakes Water Quality Laboratory. Results for the past
four years are shown below. Values above 300 are of concern. Results from 2007 were lower than those from 2006
and similar to those from 2004 and 2005.

Hamlin Lake E. Coli Monitoring
Narrows
Dunes North
Dunes Middle
Dunes South
Entrance to State Park
Piney Ridge North
Piney Ridge South
Tamarac
South Bayou
Middle Bayou
Shoreline North of Middle Bayou
North Bayou
Partridge Point Swimming Area
Lower Lake East of Deep Basin
Sunset Bay
Outlet to Indian Pete Bayou
Outlet to east arm of Indian Pete
Barnhardt's Marina
Wilson Hill Park
Layman's Landing
Victory Park
Upper Reaches of Upper Lake
Upper Lake, North Shore, East
Upper Lake, North Shore, Middle
Rupert Bayou

Hamlin Lake Currents

07/21/04

08/03/05

08/18/06

8/15/2007

E.coli/100 ml
1
2
0
3
0
0
1
2
2
7
0
2
0
3
1
0
15
0
0
0
1
68
0
0
0

E.coli/100 ml
0
0
1
3
0
1
0
3
1
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
2
0
4
26
36
8
8
0
10

E.coli/100 ml
57
37
10
2
0
0
0
5
33
12
0
24
13
0
27
0
214
2
0
0
370
4
0
1
0

E.coli/100 ml
1
1
0
0
0
3
0
12
8
3
0
0
0
1
1
1
4
0
0
4
6
57
2
0
0
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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING, AUGUST 4, 2007
The annual meeting was held at the Hamlin
Township Hall on Saturday Aug.4th. The social hour was
from 6:00pm to 7:00pm followed by dinner catered by
Marsha Sadler and the pig was done by Jim Marrison.
The dinner began with a prayer of thanksgiving by
Wayne Disegna. Special recognition was given by Kent
Gage to Marion Boardman for her many years of faithful
attendance at the annual meetings ( her table got to go
through the buffet line first). There were about 80 people
in attendance. The township hall was very comfortable
and everyone enjoyed not only the food but also the
fellowship. The business meeting started right after
dinner.
Kent began the meeting by thanking the
committee who were responsible for putting the dinner
together. They were Diane Boulais, Ruth Crompton,
Lloyd Gearhart, Linda Liebole, Jim Pinkerton, and of
course, Sue Austin who helped as an adviser instead of
running the show this year as she has normally done for
many years in the past.
Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented by
Linda Leibole, Treasurer.
The minutes of the last annual meeting were
approved as presented.
President’s Report The state of the Hamlin Lake Preservation
Society is very good. The Hamlin Lake Dam has been
repaired and is in fine working order. Because the new
system can raise or lower the level of the lake in smaller
segments, the lake level has been much more
consistent this year. The amount of time the Sheriff’s
Marine Patrol has spent patrolling the lake has
increased and this has helped improve the safety of the
lake. We continue to get good recognition in the local
press. This last year we began three committees to
study issues that affect the lake.
Wayne Disegna reported for the Weed
Committee. They have begun to study the growth of
weeds in the lake over the summer season. The
purpose of this committee is to record weed growth
throughout the summer season and to also identify
invasive species of weeds that enter our lake. At the
present time we have curly leaf pond weed and
Eurasian weed milfoil present. The major concentrations
of these weeds are in the bayous and the south side of
the upper lake. The weed committee plans to do two
weed surveys a year, one around Memorial Day and the
other around Labor Day.

Committee on Shoreline Management. He showed
before and after pictures of his shoreline and the
improvement in erosion control that was gotten by
planting day lilies along his shoreline. He not only has
improved the stability of the shoreline but he is also
getting compliments on the beautiful flowers.

Lynn Hoepfinger reported that the water quality
of the lake is essentially the same as last year and is
very good.
Kent felt that the story in the Ludington Daily
News on road ends was a very good article. Both he and
Jim Pinkerton stressed that the pending legislation in the
state government to allow 200 boat marinas at road end
is not a good thing and would allow over crowding of
boats on the lake. They urged everyone to write their
representatives to vote against this legislation.
Kent made a special plea that Alice Dennison
would like to retire from her job as editor of the Hamlin
Lake Currents and would someone please come forward
and take over that responsibility.
The last order of business was the re-election of
the HLPS board members whose terms expire this year.
The nominating committee ( Lloyd Gearhart, Jim
Pinkerton, Ruth Crompton, and Susan Austin) presented
the slate. They are Kent Gage, Susan Austin, Jim Clark,
Jim Pinkerton, Wayne Disegna, Alice Dennison, Linda
Leibole, and Jim Storm. All were unanimously reelected.
The business meeting was closed and Kent
introduced the speaker of the evening Wayne Anderson,
Chairman of the Big Sauble Watershed Restoration
Committee. Wayne gave a very interesting talk on what
their committee is trying to do to improve the water
quality of the Big Sauble River and how that ultimately
affects Hamlin Lake water quality. Their group has been
restoring shoreline along the river to reduce the amount
of sediment going into the river and to improve the water
habitat for a better fishery. Our thanks to Wayne for an
interesting and informative presentation.

Editor’s Note: Wayne Andersen is a contributor to each
issue of our newsletter with news regarding BSWRC.
See page 8.

Jim Pinkerton gave the report for the Committee
Studying Road Runoffs and their improvements. At this
time several problem areas have been identified and the
committee is working with the road commission to
address these problem areas.
Lloyd Gearhart gave the report for the
Hamlin Lake Currents
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Minutes of September 22 Board Meeting

Phosphorus Free Fertilizer Now
Available Locally

(Continued from page 6)

Did you know that if you draw water from the
lake to irrigate your lawn or garden, you may need to
use less or no fertilizer? Lake water contains some
fertilizing nutrients including phosphorus. The best way
to know if you need fertilizer is to have your soil tested.
The Michigan State University Extension Service
provides this testing. To take advantage of this service,
sample your lawn or garden in several locations, 2-4
inches below the surface. Mix the samples in a bucket
and take a one-pint sample to the Extension Service
office which is located at 102 S. Main Street in Scottville.
Cost for analysis is $11.00.
If you do need to fertilize, it is recommended
you use phosphorus-free fertilizer. It is available at
Briggs Hardware and Home Depot.

2008 DATES TO REMEMBER
May 17 —

Next Board Meeting

July 5

HLPS Fireworks

—

Laura Lyons Presentation
Laura is involved with Mason County Environmental
concerns and spoke in regards to the Hazardous
Waste Program that was run this year. This program
was run in conjunction with the Clean Sweep Program
which allows farmers to dispose of their excess herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers. The Hazardous Waste
Program allowed homeowners to dispose of any similar
material they had laying around plus any solvents or
paints. The Program was a huge success to the point
that they had to close the pick-up site early because
they had run out of money and dumpsters. They collected 26,000 lbs. of hazardous waste, far more than
they expected. Laura’s presentation was to both inform
us of the results and to also ask for a donation to help
fund next year’s pick up. The board was receptive to
her request and we will discuss it at the next meeting.
The board also plans to put the pick up date in the Currents Newsletter.
ML&SA membership
The board agreed to continue membership in this organization.
2008 Fireworks Budget
We presently have $7000 in our fireworks budget for
next year, which is $1000 less than last year. This
doesn’t seem to be too great a difference until you realize that about $4000 is needed just to get permits, pay
for the crew to set up and shoot the fireworks, and pay
for the shipping cost of getting the fireworks here. A
$1000 reduction means that we would see a 25% reduction in fireworks. The fireworks display is a big
event for HLPS and many of the board members felt
that we
should not reduce the amount spent.
Lloyd
Gearhart then pledged an additional
$500 if
the board would agree to match that
either by their own giving or getting additional contributions to the fireworks fund. The board agreed to Lloyd’s
challenge.
2008 Annual Dinner
The annual dinner will again be held at the Hamlin Twp
Hall. The tentative date to be Sat. Aug. 2nd 2008.
Meeting ended 11:35 am,

Next Meeting May 17th
at 9:00 a.m.
at Linda Leibole’s House.
August 2—Annual Dinner and Meeting
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