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The Publication of the Hamlin Lake Preservation Society—      Summer 2013 

“What the Heck Does HLPS Do???” 
 
HLPS has been around in some form or another since the 1930’s. It was not al-
ways known by the name Hamlin Lake Preservation Society then, but by various 
lake association names. 
The name Hamlin Lake Preservation Society came in to being sometime in the 
1980s so that it could become a nonprofit organization. The prior name of HLPS, 
Hamlin Lake Association, was taken over by a political action organization whose 
purpose is to be able to take legal action should it be necessary to protect the lake 
and the surrounding environment. 
 

One of the main things HLPS is known for is the fireworks display that is put on every year to commemorate 
our country’s independence. Besides that, we also do other fun things like ice cream socials and annual din-
ner meetings. Originally the main purpose was to educate riparian owners on the advantages of shorelines of 
rip-rap and natural borders next to the waters edge, the major disadvantages of using fertilizers containing 
phosphorous, the nature and presence of invasive species of aquatic plants like Eurasian milfoil and marine 
life such as zebra mussels and what can be done about them. HLPS has financially helped support studies by 
WSCC and environmental firms in conjunction with Hamlin Township to understand and control these inva-
sive species. HLPS also gives a $1000.00 scholarship to a WSCC student whose focus is environmental sci-
ence. 
 
HLPS more recently has moved beyond just the education aspects to more active roles. HLPS worked to help 
prevent the slant drilling under Hamlin Lake for oil exploration. HLPS was also active in preventing key holing 
projects from being allowed on Hamlin Lake. When there was a very immediate need to upgrade the Hamlin 
Lake Dam, HLPS was very instrumental in getting the state to proceed with the repairs required. Now another 
matter of concern that is looming in the future that HLPS is watching is fracking and the potential harm it 
could do to Hamlin Lake and the surrounding environment if fracking were allowed near Hamlin Lake. 
HLPS has worked closely with the DNR officials at the state park to develop a policy for the raising and lower-
ing of the lake level every year. 
 
Two major concerns on Hamlin Lake over the years have been weed 
growth and algae blooms in the lake. These problems have been evident 
and with the lake since the 1930s as many old reports show. 
Because of a hot dry summer, last year was especially bad with heavy 
weed growth and algae blooms that included a heavy bloom of blue-green 
algae. In recent years HLPS has funded testing and has been doing testing 
on Hamlin Lake by volunteers to monitor the quality of the water. Overall 
the water quality is good and even excellent compared to other lakes, but  

(Continued on page 4) 
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YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS ARE WELCOME! 
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S  L E T T E R  

 
As I sit down to write this letter, the weather is getting warmer 
and people are starting to return to engage in all those lake 
activities so many of us look forward to each year.  The smell 
of campfire smoke is in the air and boats have been cruising 
by my home, taunting me to get my Four Winns out of stor-
age.  I love to sit out on our deck in the morning, drinking cof-
fee and watching people enjoy our beautiful lake.  I am so 
grateful for those who have worked tirelessly in the past, to 
help maintain our lake’s beauty.   Hamlin Lake Preservation 
Society was formed by people who wanted to see our lake 
maintained for future generations.   I honor that spirit and still 
see it today in the many members of our organization who continually support HLPS year after year.  
This spirit is also evident in the members who volunteered to serve as samplers for the lake water 
quality survey starting this spring.   
 

As I approach the end of my second year as president of HLPS, I am still amazed at the hard work 
and dedication of our board members.  In all honesty, I accepted the board’s presidency with a fair 
amount of apprehension.   I am heavily involved with firefighter training programs and wasn’t sure I 
would be able to adequately address the duties and responsibilities this position demands.  I must 
admit, however, my fellow board members gave me the support and confidence I needed to be suc-
cessful in this position.  I often wonder if people really understand how hard these people work to 
maintain our lake.  I am very fortunate to have such a qualified board working with me.   
   
When reading this newsletter, please remember the work and expense it took in getting it to you.  
Our membership fee is very modest at just $20 a year.  You may also wish to consider a contribution 
to one of our special projects (Fish Fund, Water Quality, Hamlin Lake Fireworks, Cottage Preserva-
tion, etc.).  If your neighbor is not a member, please ask them to join.  They may do so by calling one 
of our board members to get an application.  Membership forms are also available on our web site:   
www.hamlinlakepreservation.org. 
 

I join my fellow HLPS board members in wishing you, your family, and your friends a most enjoyable 
summer on our beautiful lake.  Please take care and if you see a gray, yellow and black Four Winns 
boat with a wolf painted on the back, wave. 
 
 HLPS President, 
 
            Bruce Pelletier 

http://www.hamlinlakepreservation.org
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Continued from page 1 

we have seen a downward trend in the clarity and an upward trend in phosphorous levels in the lake. Both 
are indicators that the nutrients needed for weed growth and algae blooms are present and increasing. 
What can be done? We could try treating the whole lake by some means (chemical or mechanical) but the 
cost would be in the millions of dollars per year and is effective for only the immediate year. Another method 
is to run in-depth studies to determine where major contaminants are coming from and then try to control 
those sources. HLPS feels that this method may be the most workable solution. So HLPS will be doing exten-
sive testing for phosphorous, chlorophyll, e-coli, dissolved oxygen, clarity and of course the un-scientific zebra 
mussel count. All in all more than 100 samples will be taken and tested this year. HLPS hopes that this will 
give us the direction necessary to not only maintain the quality of the lake water, but to also improve the qual-
ity of the lake water. 
 
I think when you look at the whole picture HLPS does quite a bit. 

 
The new season for testing the water quality on the lake has already begun. By the time you read 

this issue of the Currents there will have been a meeting of the volunteers who will be doing testing 
and collecting samples throughout the summer. There was an appeal in the last issue of the        

Currents for volunteers to help with monitoring the water quality of Hamlin Lake and the response 
was very good. Thank you volunteers for stepping forward to help in this effort.  

Total phosphorus testing has already begun along with water clarity, dissolved oxygen and            
chlorophyll testing. 

These tests along with e-coli monitoring, and weed and algae studies will continue through the    
summer months.  

Water Quality 

Very Unscientific Zebra Mussel Study  
 

Don’t forget your brick should be in the water for this study!!! 
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Hamlin Lake Mail Boat 
 

By Judy Thorp 
 

“Where’s the mail box?” I asked when my family purchased our cottage on Hamlin 
Lake in the mid-1950’s.  I noticed there had never been a mailbox at our house or at 
several of the neighbors.  I solved my problem by walking to Barnhart’s to use the 
mailbox attached to the outside wall just to the right of the current entrance where 
the post office made daily pickups.  
 
When I met the Boardman family on Sunset Bay, one of the first things I noticed was a mail box on the end of 
their dock.  In talking with them, I learned about the marine mail delivery service on Hamlin Lake. 
 
Phyllis Boardman Heimall spent summers while she was growing up at the family cottage on Sunset Bay. She 
says that one of her favorite times of day was when they heard the mail boat! “That shiny Chris Craft, flag-a-
fluttering, would race into sight coming from Barnhart’s with its load of mail heading toward the Narrows.  One 
by one, the boat stopped at every pier, delivering those eagerly-awaited letters from friends back home.” 
 
Phyllis remembers the sound of the mail boat as it accelerated just enough to reach every pier before theirs.  
Sometimes she would run down the stairs fast enough to be the first one to get there.  When that happened 
she got to be the one to present the mail to her parents.   
 
“The mailman travels by boat at Hamlin” according to a Ludington Daily News article August 21, 1954.  “There 
is an extra thrill in resorting along the shore of Hamlin Lake, one experienced in few other places in the coun-
try.  No running in to the post office to get the daily mail or waiting out along the road for the rural carrier.” 
 
Marine delivery on Hamlin was started in the late 1920’s. Hamlin Lake was one of only two lakes in Michigan 
with marine delivery; the other was Lake Orion near Pontiac.   Joe Barnhart of Upper Hamlin was the first ma-
rine postman.  During the early years there were 155 stops on the route and about 650 people served.    
Lloyd Davids had the job after Barnhart and delivered the mail through the 50’s and 60’s until marine delivery 
finally stopped. 
 
Deliveries began June 16 and continued through September 10 on a 28 mile route that took four hours to 
complete.  Davids worked in conjunction with the Rural Route carrier.  Davids picked up his mail bags each 
day at Weimer on the south bayou.  His winter ice fishing shanty doubled as his summer post office.  Inside 
this shanty, he and his wife, Joy, would sort the mail for the route.  Lloyd drove the boat, while Joy put the 
mail in the boxes.  In addition to the mail Davids sold stamps, money orders and received outgoing mail.   
 
One of the big problems faced by Davids was bad weather.  As you can imagine, strong winds could make 
delivery challenging.  One year he became stranded on a sand bar at the narrows because of the rough sea 
at the time.  Another problem along the route was dogs.  They recognized the sound of the boat and came 
running.  Some were friendly, but the mail carriers carried a water pistol for those dogs who tried to prevent 
them from putting mail in the boxes! 
 
Davids explained that over the years he helped canoeists who had capsized, 
stranded fishermen and over-turned sail boats.  He found that many people he en-
countered along his route were amateurs in the proper procedure of handling of 
boats.  He found that there are as many “hot rodders” on the waterways as on the 
highway! 
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Big Sable River Spring 2013 Report 
 

  Welcome to spring in West Michigan. After a March that seemed to have 62 days this year, spring has 
sprung. The blessing of the cold, wet spring is that water levels are rising. I have noticed significantly more 
water in the wetlands. The river and lake levels have risen however slightly.  
  The Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee feels very fortunate to have some major habitat work pro-
gressing on the Big Sable.  
  Pole Bridge Landing Site #3 is in need of some maintenance work that volunteers have offered to repair 
once the permit is approved by USFS who is the owner of this property. 
  Site # 28 located below Schoennherr Rd is nearing completion of the NEPA Study required for a permit 
from the USFS to begin work on this erosion site on the river. Habitat structure will be incorporated into this 
project to not only stabilize this steep bank but also improve the habitat for macro invertebrates and fish. 
Funding is secured for this work and we expect to complete this project in 2013. 
  We will also initiate in-stream habitat work from Darr Rd downstream to below US -31 approximately ¼ 
mile.  We have contacted riparian owners and have received positive support to move forward with this work. 
While surveying this section of river we have identified 35 locations where structures would improve the habi-
tat of the river. We won’t be able to install structures at all of these locations but will determine which sites 
would be most beneficial to the river and prioritize the sites with the available funding. We are currently se-
curing agreements with riparian owners before submitting an application to the MDEQ for permitting of this 
work. We are confident permits can be secured and the work will be completed in 2013 on the majority of the 
locations identified in this section of river. 
  We have volunteers who are working to begin a Macro Invertebrate Study on the river. This is a reliable way 
to monitor the health of the river through the annual survey. This program has been considered and initiated 
before without becoming established. This is a very important program that deserves to be implemented. We 
plan on consulting with the Little Manistee River Group who has been very successful conducting this pro-
gram. 
  We look forward to participating in the water quality monitoring  to be conducted by the Hamlin Lake Preser-
vation Society. The Big Sable is a likely contributor to the high phosphorous levels of Hamlin Lake. 
  We have placed 6 temperature monitors in the river to record water temperatures of the river from May 
through September. We completed a temperature study of the entire river in 2003/2004. The data gathered 
this year will be a comparison study. I would like to thank Mark Tonello for securing the temperature moni-
tors. 
  On May 10th there were 8,000 Gilchrist Creek strain of brown trout planted in the Big Sable River at the 
usual locations. Unfortunately this year due to a communication issue the fingerlings were not scatter 
planted. I would like to thank all volunteers for their efforts who have successfully scatter planted the finger-
lings the previous 10 years. We will learn from this experience and move on. No long term harm to the re-
source. 
  It is with regret that I report the passing of 3 staunch supporters of the Big Sable who were very important to 
us. Wade Stevens, Chuck ”Doc” Martin and John Broderick. 
  John Broderick has donated a vintage Old Town canoe that will be raffled in 2014 to raise funds to continue 
work on the river. 
   I would like to welcome the new owners of “Doc’s Sauble River Inn” to the BSWRC. Doc Campbell and his 
family opened the business in late 2012. Stop in and see the changes and enjoy the food. We now have 3 
nice establishments close to the river. The Heidi Hof has been a supporter of BSWRC for many years. The 
Orchard Market of Freesoil  and Ludington  have supported us since our in-
ception. 
  Take time to enjoy the great natural resources of West Michigan during the 
summer of 2013. 
 
  Wayne Andersen, Chairman 

  Big Sable Watershed Restoration Committee 
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VIEW FROM THE COCKPIT 
By Norval Stephens 

                    

 

What a crazy winter!  May 2 and Ludington got 8 inches of snow!  Ice fishing did and did not hap-
pen. When the ice went out, it played havoc with the pilings in front of our boathouse.   
 
But, the gee-whiz news is about a sailboat we will never see.   We, the sailors, would really like a 
demonstration.  We just do not want to have to sail against this new critter. 
 
You see, the speed record for open water sailing was held for years by a scow in Wisconsin at 
about 30 mph.  Then came the Hobie-type boats with two hulls.  The lower the wetted surface, 
the higher the speed.   But, now there is a “sailboat” that only has one outboard “hull” or 
“outrigger” and a smaller base for the mast and sail.  When up on the one outboard, speeds dou-
ble and triple the usual records appeared.  But, this is just a toy.  It cannot tack or even make a 
slight change of direction.  It is only good for speed runs with a very skilled pilot.   
 
None of this has anything to do with sailing on dear old Hamlin Lake.  About this time of year, I 
hear from the other sailors and neighbors of damage during the winter, water getting behind 
storm shutters, tree limbs down that block driveways, but never a complaint about the work that it 
takes to get the sailboard down from the rafters in the boathouse (as is our case), or out from the 
garage or under house storage area, or even out from being cocooned in town.  It is such a great 
feeling that soon we can step the mast, set the rudder and raise the sail.  No, the good feeling 
comes even a bit later when sheeting in the first time to accelerate on a good strong SW wind. 
 
At least, that is my view (soon to be) from the cockpit. 

 
 
 
 

 

The Deadline for the Fall Currents Issue is 
Oct. 7th 
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Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Treasurer’s  Report 

 May 14, 2013 

 

 Jan-2013        

Balance  Deposits  Disburs.    May 14,2013 

 54,832.90 24,441.00 (6,932.10)  72,341.80 

      

 Membership Dues*  0 6540.00 0.00  6540.00 

      

 Riparian Mag. Subscrip.  389.00  388.00 0.00   777.00  

      

 CONTRIBUTIONS:       

 General Fund  30,653.41 3,917.00 (1,790.40)  32,780.01 

      

 Fish Fund  3,432.09 1,580.00 0.00   5,012.09 

      

 Water Quality  5,479.75 3,485.00 (641.70)  8,323.05 

      

 Fireworks  8,944.69 6582.00 (4500.00)  11,026.69 

      

 Walleye Association  55.00 1032.00   1,087.00 

      

 Land Reserve Project  2,623.52  0.00 0.00   2,623.52  

 (Land Purchase)  1,000.00  0.00 0.00   1,000.00  

      

Memorials 0.00 145.00   145.00 

      

Historic Cottage 2,217.00 772.00 0.00   2,989.00 

      

Sailing 38.44 0.00 0.00   38.44  

      

     72,341.80 

  Maturity  Issue Interest Feb. 2013 

  Date Value   

#90107 (interest=.55%) 8/24/13 8246.26 64.39 8310.65 

#92039 (interest=.3%) 5/23/13 10143.91 52.36 10196.27 

#92040 (interest= .3%) 5/23/13 18145.71 93.67 18239.38 

     36,746.30 

   PO ACCT.   Dec. 2012 519.89 

WEST SHORE BANK CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT 
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 Hamlin Lake Preservation Society 
Board Meeting 

May 14th, 2013 
Present: Kent Gage, Wayne Disegna, Wayne Andersen, Ruth Crompton, Lynn Hoepfinger, Dick Todd, Mark Otto, 

Kathy McGill, Ginny Hluchan, Bruce Pelletier, Jim Clark, and Tom Kalina 
Guests: None 

Meeting called to order 7:03 pm @ Hamlin Twp Hall 
 

Reports 
 
Secretary’s Report 
Minutes of the Sept. 25th meeting were presented and approved.  
Treasurer’s Report 
 Kathy McGill reported the financial statement. Treasurer’s report was approved. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
Water Quality 

The unofficial zebra mussel count for this year has started. More extensive testing of the water quality than that done last 
year has begun. Dissolved oxygen, phosphorous levels and water quality has already begun. Total phosphorous levels 
were acceptable with the one exception being by Victory Park which showed a very high level. Total phosphorous levels 
will continue to be monitored on a monthly basis at 20 different sample locations. 
Fishery Committee 
The fisheries committee recommended that we no longer stock bluegills since the DNR Fisheries Div. feels that that may 
be more harmful than helpful to the overall balance of the lake fishery. It was decided to keep the fish fund, merge it with 
the Walleye fund with the Walleye fund being a subclass of the fish fund. Ginny moved to transfer $4000.00 from the fish 
fund and add it to the Walleye fund and then give the entire amount in the Walleye fund to the Walleye Assoc. Motion 
carried. $5087.00 will be sent to the Walleye Assoc. 
Membership Committee 
The committee reported that at this time we have 321 paid members with 52 being new members. The committee is de-
veloping a tri-fold information brochure that will be available for people who are interested in joining HLPS. They plan to 
place these brochures at Tamarac, Hamlin Twp Hall, Layman’s Landing, and K’s Resort. 
 

Old Business 
Historic Cottage Committee 
This project is on hold until some other projects are taken care of at White Pine Village. 
Annual Dinner Meeting 
The annual dinner meeting will be Friday Aug. 2nd  at the Hamlin Twp Hall. The event will be catered by the Sadlers. 
Mark Tonello from the Michigan DNR fisheries will be the main speaker. 
Duneview Erosion Project 

Project is still on hold.   
Fireworks 

This year the fireworks will be on Sat. July 6th. Dick and Kent will handle this event again. The rain date is July 7th. 
 Ice Cream Social 

There is no ice cream social planned for this year. 
WSCC Scholarship 

Two of the last three scholarships have been awarded to students who were not involved in environmental or natural 
resources programs. WSCC has also indicated they are not interested in continuing collaborative research or implement-
ing earlier plans for a lake studies consortium. After much discussion the Board decided to investigate the possibility of 
awarding a scholarship directly to a student from Mason County regardless of choice of college. A committee was 
formed to review the options and make recommendations to the Board. Members of the committee are Kent Gage, 
Ginny Hluchan, and Lynn Hoepfinger  
 

Hamlin Lake Swim 

The Hamlin Lake Swim is scheduled for the second weekend in Aug. Proceeds from the event will again go to the Fish-
ing Cottage Project at White Pine Village. 
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Continued from page 9 

 Victory Park improvements     
Wayne Andersen reported that the walking trails are complete. The next major project will be the replacement of the sea 
wall there that is in disrepair. The board has suggested that perhaps instead of a sea wall the township could put in rip-
rap in instead of the sea wall. 
Bruce will get information to Wayne on the use and advantages of using rip-
rap instead of a sea wall to stabilize the shoreline. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
GPS Weed Mapping System 
Lynn and Jim presented information on a system for mapping the weed 
growth in Hamlin Lake. The company is BioBase and they have a program 
that will convert data from a recording GPS unit to maps that would allow us 
to precisely monitor the weed growth in the lake and to store that information 
for future reference. The technology is quite new and little is known about it. 
The project was tabled till more information could be gathered about its effec-
tiveness. 

By Laws Report 
The committee on by laws feels that some minor changes to the by laws needs to be made. 1. Revise Purpose section 
to cover involvement in projects not currently covered. 
2. Reduce number of VP’s to one. 
3. Identify standing committees. 
4. List in the By-laws wording to specify the dissolution of HLPS to satisfy IRS statutes. 

Misc. 
The monofilament waste containers have been readily used by fisherman. One of the problems encountered is the con-
tainers are also being used for garbage. The reason is that there are no trash barrels at the launch sites. Ruth will check 
with Waste Management to see what the cost would be to have waste containers placed at the launch sites. 
There is again talk of publishing a Hamlin Lake Handbook. Jim Clark presented a possible handbook format. 
 

 
Next Meeting:  Tuesday June 25th @ ?? 
 
 
 Meeting adjourned at 9:40 pm 
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Calendar of events 

 

 
Next HLPS Board Meeting 

 
 Tuesday June 25th  

 
Time      7:00 pm 

 
Place:   ????                                   

 

Independence Day  
 

Fireworks Display 
 

Saturday July 6th 
 

Rain date Sunday July 
7th 

 
 
 
 

                       Annual Dinner  
 

Friday Aug. 2nd  
 

Hamlin Township Hall 
 

Make Sure You Mark  Your Calendars! 
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