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In 1894 William G. Hudson built, what 
he called, the Hudson Bay Lodge, on 
the West side of lower Hamlin Lake at 
a cost of $10,000.  A Civil War veteran 
and former Ludington postmaster, 
Hudson initially built his lodge with 40 
sleeping rooms.  In 1897 he added 
several private cottages to the hotel 
complex creating what was called one 
of the prettiest and most quiet resorts 
on Hamlin Lake. 
 

In 1901 Carter and Helling of Jackson, Michigan purchased the Hudson Bay Lodge and changed 
the name to Piney Ridge Hotel.  In addition they 
purchased 438 acres of the Cartier Lumber 
Company land on the West side of the lake.  They 
divided this land into lots and sold them for 
$1.88 each.  In addition they enlarged the hotel 
in 1902 making it a four story building.  There 
were 50 sleeping rooms on the third and fourth 
floors.  On the first floor was a billiard room, a 
dark room for camera lovers, a Gentleman’s 
Lounge and a toilet room.  On the Second floor 
was a dining room with seating for 100 guests 
with broad windows on three sides, a Ladies Lounge, another toilet room and the lobby.    Fifty 
individual cottages were being built on the property to be available for tourists to rent.  Carter 

and Helling had also purchased two 
Naphtha Launches for transporting guests 
around the lake, one 30 feet long and the 
other 40 feet. 
 
In 1904 the Billiard Room was remodeled 
into a dancing and party room where 
Friday and Saturday night dances were 
held.  
 

In 1908 Piney Ridge Hotel was sold to J. B. Smiley of Chicago.  He paid $20,000 for the hotel and 
5 acres.  Smiley advertised widely for someone to manage the resort but was unable to find 
anyone which caused the resort to be closed for the next five years.   On July 20, 1910 a brush 
fire was discovered on the West side of Hamlin Lake.  It burned for two days covering two miles 



of cut over land.  The fire threatened the Piney Ridge Hotel, many small cottages and a block of 
Virgin Pine, the last still standing in Mason County.  Nothing was done to stop the fire and 
fortunately it burned itself out.  If the wind had changed, there is 
nothing that could have been done to save either the hotel or the 
Virgin Pine. 
 
 In 1912 the property reverted back to Carter and Helling. They 
were able to keep it open through 1915 when it closed again, 
sitting idle for the next three years.  The tourist industry was 
down during these years while the United States was involved in 
WWI. 
 
In 1920 the owners attempted to open the Piney Ridge Hotel but 
found that the hotel had been vandalized and many items stolen.  
Sheets, dishes, silverware were all gone.  Contractors were hired 
and repairs and remodeling were done over the summer months. 
 
After years of idleness and decay Piney Ridge reopened in 1921.  
This time there was a road open from Lincoln so people could get 
to the resort.  There were several turn outs on the road making it 
safer to travel.  The hotel had been wired for electricity, a garage 
built with additional parking area, and the Cincinnati Jazz 
Orchestra had been hired.  Vaudeville entertainers from the “big 
time” circuit were scheduled at various times to entertain the 
guests.   
 
By the summer of 1923 the road to Piney Ridge had again been improved to include 14 
turnouts!  Lenore Carter of 
Chicago, a talented 
musician, was hired as 
social entertainer at Piney 
Ridge.  Dances were held 
on M-W-S nights with 
colored lights decorating 
the dance hall.  Over the 
next few years, social 
directors continued to be 
hired in the summer 
months to organize 
activities much as we see 
cruise directors on a ship 
doing today.  Almost all of 
the activities at Piney Ridge were free to guests with the exception of golf and horseback riding.  
Guests could take cruises around the lake in one of the launches or could take a row boat and 



go spend a day in the dunes with a picnic lunch.  Guests could play basketball, croquet, tennis, 
ride bikes, play bridge, log roll, play deck shuffleboard, swim, or fish.  Moonlight cruises around 
the lake were always a favorite activity. 
 
September 25, 1928 there was a fire in the roof of the hotel.  A woman on the South Bayou saw 
the flames and the fire department was called.  It took 13 minutes for the trucks to get there 
from town.  Meanwhile a bucket brigade had been organized.  Strips of fire proof roofing that 
had been used on the roof are credited with helping the volunteers get the fire under control.  
Another fire was discovered in August of 1929 in the woods near Piney Ridge.  The trucks from 
town were called and the fire was brought under control.   
 
By 1929 the hotel could accommodate 120 guests.  The dining room had the reputation of 
having the “best cook in the world”.   

 
In June of 1930 Lottie Pickford, sister of Mary Pickford, visited Piney Ridge.  
Both Mary and Lottie were silent film screen stars.  During Lottie’s visit, a 
dinner was held in her honor.  Lottie was said to be vitally alive with 
sparkling, ready humor.  She brought her Belgian griffon dog with her on her 
visit to Hamlin.  When she left, she gave her dinner companions a gift of a 
Paris Brinjel ornament. 
 

In 1935 the road to Piney Ridge was turned over to the County Road System who created a 
wide gravel road.  M-116 was put in to the State Park which was nearly completed.   
 
On August 2, 1938 Piney Ridge Hotel was 
completely destroyed by fire.  One and a half 
hours was all it took to destroy that beautiful 
four story building.  The fire started in the 
southern wing of the hotel near the kitchen and 
spread rapidly.  It was noticed at 10:30 AM.  
Fortunately all 70 guests escaped with their 
belongings.  The pumping truck from Ludington 
was unable to get close enough to the water to 
be able to use its pumping equipment.  There 
was no road down to the water’s edge.  The fire 
truck got stuck in sand trying to get over a hill to 
get to the water.  For a while they feared the 
truck would also be lost in the fire but spectators pulled it to safety.  The firemen were able to 
prevent the fire from spreading to other buildings and the woods.  People from neighboring 
cottages went out on the lake in their boats to be safe in case the fire came near their homes.   
 
At first there was talk that the owners would rebuild Piney Ridge Hotel, but in 1939 they 
purchased Portage Pointe Inn in Onekama.   
 


